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TO THE 


Right Honourable 


ROBERT 
Earle of Y/arwick, Baron of Lees, 


one of his Majeſties moſt Honoura- 
ble Privie Councell. 


My very honou rable Lord, 
He many noble favours which I 
have received from your Lord- 
ſhip chiefly,and from others of your 
p noble Family, compel! mee ( ſince 
theſe Sermons will needs be publike, beyond my 
intentions) to add? to them the honour of your 
Loraſhips name ; and to ſet upon them this Seal 
of Gratitude, from a heart that unfainedly 
prayes for all thoſe encreaſes to your Lord- 
ſhip and 'yours, which may make both your 
Lordſhip and them truly honourable in this, 
and 


and ever happy in the other world. For ſo l 
muſt profeſſe to all the world, your Noble- 
neſſe bath abundantly deſerved of your 
| Lordſhips moſt bumble, and 

obliged Servant, 


TJoun Gauptn. 
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MAIESTIE 
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— with all men, and holineſſe , without 
ich no mas ſhalt ſee the Lord, 


Hough there needs a large Preface 
ml Apology for the be (as El: 
bs uſcdto 706 and his friends)being 
a ſtranger to this place, and no way 
jonable to ſo great and fa- 
cred a preſence yet I am ſure there needs no A- 
pology for the Text I have read unto you. The 
weight of the matter being of greateſt and high- 
eſt concernment to every one of your ſou 
may , by the favour of your patience, piety, and 
wiſedome , much ſupply the want of _ 1 
nateny 1 -_ ker, _ —_ | ra 
ro Ce ing o neceſlary pen * 
&Y Frichout it none that un mo this day , "m_ 
the 
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the leaſt to the greateſt, fromthe Cottage to the 
Palace, fromthe Mill tothe Throne, neither hea- 
rer nor ſpeaker, ſhall ever be bappy toſee the face 
of Gad, 

And certainly in this brokenneſſe and diſtra#ron 
of minds and times, every one almoſt going a ſe- 
verall way, full of trations and divifions,croffin 
and thwarting each other; if we could all be G 
happy as to learne this leſfon, and conſpire to fol- 
low theſe two, Peace and Hol:neſfe , no doubt it 
would much abate and compoſe our diſtances, 
while like lines we all tend to one Centre, God ; 
or run parallel to that ſtraight rule of his will : 


1 Ti.c:4.3-and This 85 the will of God, even your ſantifi- 


Cation. 

I ſhould be too happy, and aboundantly excu> 
ſable for my boldneſle in ſpeaking to you this 
day, if, through Gods aſliſtance , and your pati- 
ence, I might be able ſo to repreſent to you that 
ſmooth, ſafe, and beaurifull way of Peace and Ho- 
lineſſe ; that by the ſerious and conſciencious fol- 
lowing of them, all of us might orderly and 
cheerfully go rogether, the Prixce with the Peo. 
ple, 2nd the People with the Prince ; the hearts of 
each drawing neerer to other, and all to God; to 
the fight and fruition of him in whoſe preſence is 
fulnf e of joy, and life for evermore. 

The Text isa ſacred and ſolemy exhertation, by 
which the Spirit of God diredts all men the next 
and onely way to attaine the moſt ſoveraign good, 
and defireable end, the happy fight of God, 

In it we have, 1 The precept or diretiion, os 

ow 


before his Majeſtte, 
low peace with all men , and holineſſe. 

2 The moet:vRsor inducement, Without which ns 
man ſhall ſee God : not promiſſory and affirmative, 
for in ſo doing you ſhall ſee God, but menacing and 
negative: ſuch being indeed the temper of mens 
hearts, that they are more terrified with loſle, 
than won and invited with the hopes of good , 
the miſery of ſuffering prevailing more with our 
bardnefle, than the happineſle of enjoying. The 
horror of beiig ever ſeparared from the Foht of 
God, the chick g of the ſoule, which can 
import no lefle than hell and extreme miſery,this 
—_— may ſcare many one to follow Peace and 
Holineſſe, whom neither the pleaſantneſle of the 
way» or the ampleneſſe of the reward, would in- 
duce to forſake heir pleaſing , bur yer impure and 
dangerous courſes. 

In the Precept we have 1 the Objeft , which is 
double, Peace and Holineſſe, 2 The AF, or Duty, 
but one,and ſerves to both ; Follow them. We will 
conſider the objeas ſeverally in their natures, 
andcarry along the AR or Duty with them, 

1 Of Peace : Follow peace with all mes, 

Now although the beauty, ſweerneſſe, and 
uſefulneſle of this ſubjeR which is ſo agreeable 
to my mind, and fo n ry to our times,that [ 


ſhould be glad to meet it in every Sermon I make 
or heare, and in every man with whom 1 deale) 
though (I ſay) it might deſerve and juſtifie a Large 
and renewed diſcourſe upon ir ; yet 1 may bur ſpa- 
ringly now ſpeak of it, and onely ſprinkle you 
ct hryttall ſtream, 


wW = 
which 


a few drops of this pure and 
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which makes all to flow with milke and honey 
whereſoever it runs; in the Conſcience, in the 
Eburch, or in the State, and Cruil Societies ;, be- 
cauſe I have, not long agoe, ina publick, though 
farre inferiour, Aſſembly , largely diſcourſed of 
it: And 1 would not ſeem to doc what I need not, 
that is, drive two Mills with one ſtreame,fince the 
plenty of the other Branch of Hol:neſſe will afford 
matter ſufficient, and worthy your attention, my 
ſpeech,and all ourpraRtices. 

Onely give me leave to point out briefly to you 
theſe three things : x What thisPeace is, 2 How 
acd by wkomto be followed.. 3 Why. 

1 For this generall Peace , we can better tell 
what it is by the fruition, than any deſcription 
of it, 

What health is to the body, and calmneſſetothe 
Sea, and ſerezityro the day , ſuch is peace to the 
hearts and converſation of men : it is a kind of 
ſwcer, divine, and heavenly concent, harmony, and 
keauty of minds and manners, of affeQions and 
ations : it is one of the faireſt and pleaſanteſt 
fruits of that which among Chriſtians. wee call 
charity, by which each is endearcd to other by a 
mutuall. love, and ſtudy of one anothers good, 
welfare, and happincſſe, as their own,both private 
and publick, remporall andeternall. 

his muſt be followed to the latitude and ex- 
tenſion of the ſubjeR, with all men, Rom. 12.18. 
As much as. in you lies ( if it bee poſsible) lrue 
peaceably with all men. As farre as the common 
bounds of ous nature extend we are to follow 


peace 
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before his Majeſtte. 

peace with all men, ſo farre as men , Pax cum ho. 
minibus, bellum cum vitiis, The more thou art an 
enemy to their enemies , their ſins and vices, the 
more faithfull friendchou art to them, Peccata 1n- 
_— homines amplefor is the Motto not onely 
of every good Magiſtrate , but of every good 
man; hate and ſlay their finnes, but love and fave 
their ſoules. 

There is a double bond for it, 1 Commune Vin- 
culum nature, the common t1e of our naturebeing 
all of one metall, binds us to peace, by making 
us ſociable ; God having ſmeetned our nature be- 
yond the ſavageneſſe and fiercenefle of other crea- 
tures, which are prone and armed to offend: God 


hath tempered our duſt, and ſoftned our clay with 
a ſpring of teares, a fountainof pity, humanity, and 
compaſhon above other creatures. 


Principio indulpt communs conditor illis 
Tantium animam , nobis Animunm quoque,mutuus 


ut nos 
Aﬀetus petere auxilium, & preſtare juberet, 


Andagain, 
w— Molliſsima corda 


Human generi dare ſe natura fatetur, 
Cum lachrymas dedit, 


2 There is Commune vinculum Indigentie : we 


are weake and wanting in many things, if alone 


and at diſtance, which ſocicty and communion 
B 3 ſtrcngrhens 
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ſtrengthers and ſupplies us withall. So that no- 
thing more agrees to the nature of man, nothing 
wore ſuitsto his neceſſities, than to follow peace 
r ogether,both publick and private. 

2 How muſt we all follow Peace As of pride 
2nd envie comes (ſtrife and contenrion, fo this uni- 
verſall peacefulneſſe proceeds from humility, ſelf- 
denying, low and moderate opinion of our ſelves, 
ſtudying our own nothingneſle and unworthineſle, 
in honour preferring one another. This ſweet- 
ens, plaines and poliſheth the roughneſle and 
aſperity of mens mindsand manners, and firs them 
ro follow peace, 1 by avoiding to give offence, 
2 By loathneſſe to take offence. 3 By a forward- 
neſſe and eafineſſe to be reconciled, though un- 
juſtly offended. 4 By ſeeking for peace, and a 
faire underſtanding between our ſelves and others; 
though at preſent , through humane infirmiries, 
things cannot be ſo well compoſed. 

Thus all muſt follow Peace wich all men , (e- 
riouſly, freely , cheerfully, heartily, confantly, 
nor to be damped or diſcouraged ; we muſt proſe- 
qui till we doe aſſeque, follow till we overtake and 
obtain ir. 

But who? 1x Prences, and foveraigne Magi- 
tra res, the great Arbitrators of warre an peace,they 
muſt follow Peace with all men, by equall and im- 
partiall diſtributions of juſtice and righteouſ- 
neſſe, which mikes Kingdomes to flouriſh with 
peace. He that will be Melch:ſalem, Xing of peace, 
muſt be Melchiſedec, King of righteonſneſſe , as 
Chriſt was both. 

Further, 


_ — 
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Further , Peace deſerves ſometimes to be fo- 
mented by favourable moderation and indalgence in 
Princes 3 Clemency being #4mx*r«70r ( ag Syneſt- 
us) the moſt Regal ornament, and in ſome ſort a 
debt which is due to the weaknefle of humane na- 
ture : and ſometimes rhe malignity of times, 
minds, andaffaires, my be ſuch, that peace is to 
be preſerved rather by gractous remiſs:0ns, than r1- 
gorous,thovgh 1ſt exattions, Wile Princes, that 
have the keyes of anus his Temple, will not eaſt. 
p open the gate to warre , when they may with 

fety and honour keep it ſhut to peace. 

» As Princes, forthe People and Subjects muſt 
follow Peace with all men , but eſpecially with 
their Prince, the great aud publick Father of their 
Peace, and the numerous bleſſings that iſſue from 
it ; who ought to bee in their eſteeme as thoſe 
loyall and valiant Heartsſaidof Pavid , worth ter 
thouſand of us, They muſt follow ir, 1 By anor- 
derly and willing obedience ard ſubmifſionto whol- 
ſome lawes, which are but the interpreters of the 
mind of a juſt Prince. 2 By faithfull and humble 
Councels of Peace. 3 By free, liberall, and ſcaſo+ 
nable Aides and Subſidies to maintaine Peace. 
4 Thoſe that contribute leaſt to Peace, yet may 
follow the King, the Church, the Common- 
weale, and all men, with their daily and fervent 


prayers, that God who makes men to be of one mind 


in a houſe and kingdome, would give to all the ble{- 
fing of Peaces 

3 Why ſhould we follow Peace with all men ? 
x God bath'commanded it, whoſe commands will 
return 
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return upon accounts, and he will exa&of us how 
we'have kept them : Certainly the conſcience of 
obeying God, is the powerfulleſt motive , and the no- 
bleſt reward of our obedience, 

2 Chriſt hath deſerved this of us, our preat 
and ever-blefled Peace-maker, who followed our 
Peace fo farre , that he ſeemed to have loſt him- 
ſelfe , and to have been forſaken of his Father. 
He followed us with thoughts , and offers, and 
promiſes of Peace , when we were at greater di- 
ſtance and defiance, than can be between us and 
any man never ſo much our enemy. He made his 
own ſoule an offering for Peace, rather than faile 
tO procure our Peace. 

O ſhew wee follow Chriſt by following of 
Peace. 

3 Follow it for thy brothers ſake; 1 as a man, 
that name beſpeakes thee much. 2 as a Chriftian, 
more. 3 Thy Cowuntrey-maz , andthy Neighbour 
too. When all theſe ties of nature, countrey, and 
vicinity; of Religion, of the ſame God and Sa- 
viour , of the ſame hopes, faith, and heaven; 
when (1 ſay) all theſe do bind thy heart and hands 
from breaking the Peace , ſhould they not pre- 
—_— with thee to follow it, than any poore 
miſtakes and injuries ſhould doe to violate or fly 
from ir> 3 Conſider thy brothers good in ir. 
Every man ſhould ſtudy ro be x%iry 453% as 
lick,diffafive, and preventive in his goodnefle as 
may be. Now diſtance, defiance, and diſ-affeRi- 
ons with men, doe extremely harden and ſhur up 


their hearts, that thou haſt not thoſe Opportuni- 
tics 


before bis Majeſtic. 
ties and advantages to doe them that good, which 
love, and fweetneſſe, and + doe 
into thy hands by foftning and melting them. 

4 For thy owne ſake follow peace with all men, 
x1 For thy owne ſafety, and ſweetnefle of living : 
who but turbulent and inhumane diſpolitions, like 
Salamanders , would willingly live inthe fire of 
firife and diſſention ? which as it cannot but be 
unpleaſing, ſo it may be dangerous and unſafe: For 
20 mans anger is to bee deſpiſed, much lefſe rhe 
diſpleaſure of many men , which may embroile 
the publick, and in that, thy private bappinefle. 
Even the talleſt Cedars , and mighty Oakes, which 
are asthe Princes of the Forreſt, have their ſhare of 
fafety and flouriſhing in Peace, as well as the low- 
er ſhrubs and buſhes : nay , the violent blaſts of 
warre, like vehement winds, threaten them more, 
and make greater imprefions on their heigth, 
than on interiours , whoſe znferrority is a great 
point of therr ſafety, Divide, & regnare define, 
Peace and union are the mutuall preſervation as 
wellof head as members, 

2 For thy own honour follow Peace , though ir | 
bethrough the buſhes and aſperities of ſome in- * 


juriesand offences. 7t is the glory of a man topaſſe p,,,,..1. 


by offences (ſaith the wiſeſt of Kings) eſpecially 
in the perſuit of Peace, The greater indeed the 
Perſon 18, the greater the offence, but the greater 
the offence, the greater glory in paſſing by it, be- 
cauſe it brings us neareſt to the imitation of Gods 
infinite mercy, patience, and forgiveneſle. Oze 
vidory over a mans ſelfe is more glorious , than ma- 
S n 
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ny over an enemy. The wriconphs of reaſon, vertue, 


morality and grace, over our paſitons, are farre more 
honorable than thoſe of the ſword, and power of arms 
in the field, which are ſtained and deformed with the 
blowd of men. Pax una triumphis inmumeris po- 
tiot : One faire and ſpotleſſe Lilly of preſeryued Peace 
is 4 greater ornament 0 4 Princes Diadem , than to 
have it beſet round with many Red Roſes of bloudy 
triumphs, 

May bis memory be ever bleſt , and his pretious 
name had in honour, who firſt of Princes, next af- 
ter Chriſt, gave that for his word , Beats Pacrfici, 
And may they beEblefled , who being berres to his 
Crowne, are alſo heires 10 bis Princely vertues, and 
peacefull diſpoſttion. And have we not all cau- 
ſes to bleſſe God, who hath inclined their hearts ; 
and to blefſe them who have followed thoſe incli- 
nations, tore-efiabliſh our late dubious and en- 
dangered peace,and lengthen out ouy tranquility 2 
May the great God of peace crowne their Perſons, 
Poſterity, and Kingdomes, with aboundauce of mer. 
cy and peace, fo long as the Sun and Moone en- 
aure, 

Follow peace with all men, for thy own internall 
and eternal peacewith God. God is ſurely an ene- 
my to thoſe that are enemies to peacey ſince they 
are contrary, 1 To his nature, which is happy in 
an unmoved and: eternall tranquility. 2' To hs 
word, which ſeeks , by the meſlage of peace, to 
to bring us neerer, and make us liker to himlſelfe, 
3 A peaceleſſe and unquiet diſpoſition, like trou- 
bled waters, is lefie apt for the ſweet and cleere 
refleAions 
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refletions of Gods love to it, or the operations 

, of his Spirit in it z which creates that internall 

and — peare,which no man knowes the 

price af, but he that bath it. 4 Laſtly,they anly 

? ſhall reft w#1b God in Peace , who have followed 

after Peace, and in ſo doing, afrer God. They 

ſhall aye 72 Peace, and he in Peace, and riſe in Peace, 

| and re/gne in Peace mith God for ever. The fruit of 

righteouſneſſe is ſown in Peace of them that make 
Peace, | 

But I have done with the firſt ObjeR, and the 

| Duty, Follow.P race with' all men : we come now to 

the ſecond. 


* v9 
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2. And Holimeſſe. 


 » Peaceableneſſe and Holineſſe muſt gee together, 
| and indeed it is pity they ſhould bee ſeparated ; 
f yet they are oftentimes : for many are of ſiveer, 
{ ſoft,and calm natures, not farre from the kingdome 
| of beaver, yer they riſe not to the heigth of - hold- 
neſſt, which muſt exceed and amend the beſt of 
natures, Ye oztime nature rift ſuperveniat gratia. 
Good natures, like ſmall and ſhallow brooks , may 
empty themſelves, and carry us to that narrow Jake 
of hwmaxe love; honour, and approbation ; bur. +- 
lizeſſe only is that great and noble ffreame which 
conveyesthe foule to beavenand looſeth it inthe 
Ocean of Gods infinite happineſle. 

O let us not content ovr ſelves with the ſtudy 
of Peace, and negte& Holineſſe, Peace will ſoon 
corrupt and ſowre,to troubles invard and out.vard, 
C 2 which 
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which is not preſerved and ererniz'd with Holt. 
neſſe. There is no Peace to the wicked, ſaith God 
no true, inward, and durable Peace : we muſt fo!- 
low Peace as men, and Holineſſe as Chriſtians. hat 
is it to have Peace with men,and warre with God ? 
Let ifs therefore fee, 

1 What Holineſſe is. 2 Who muſt follow it, 
3 How we mult follow it. 4 Vyheretore. 

1: What Holineſſc is. 

Holineſſe is a word of various acceptation. 

1 There is a Holineſſe tranſcendent , eſſentiall, 
and abſolute , which is 12 God, or rather which is 
God himſelfe;, who is the eternall, firſt, and onely 
ruleto himſelfe z by his immutable goodneſle, 
unerring wiſedome, and irreſiſtable power ; who 
is 2-«-& thrice holy, as the Seraphins cry, Holy, 
boly, holy Lord God of Hoafts, &c. Holy in his w1ll, 
in his word, and in his works, in his juſtice, mercy, 
and power : and therefore ny s@ , infinitely 

eat and powerfull , becauſe infinitely good and 
Foly. The Father is holy, andthe Son holy , and 
the Spirit holy ; in their eſſence, in their relati- 
ons, and in their operations. This Holineſſe wee 
muſt follow. Mat.5.48, Be ye perfeR, as your bea- 
verly Father is perfet, 1 Pet,n.15. Be ye holy, as be 
that bath called you i boly. Here is the n- pat- 
terne, Idea, and Prototype of Holeeſſe ; the foun- 
tin, $un,and Seaof Holineſſe, from whence it 
derives it ſelfe in the ſecond place to reaſonable 
creatures, Angels and men., who onely are capable 
of Holineſle in a ſtrict and proper ſenſe. 

2 All creatures have a goodneſſe of nature and = 

© 
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before his Majeſtte, 
ing by creation, onely the reaſonable are veſlels of 
Holinefle; which properly is,or at leaſt ought to 
be in us, A full andexatt conformity of the Soul in all 
11s motions and operations to the will and mind of 
God, Inthe bleſſed Angels it is, and was in man 
at firfta gift of creation, whereby they and wee 
were made in the Image of God, n righteouſneſſe 
and true Holineſſe. Since our fall Holineſſe @ a gift 
of free grace, a ſupernaturall quality or babit infu- 
ſed into the Soule b, the Holy Spirit, which by degrees 
reneweth us to @ conformity (or an unfained ftu- 
dy atleaſtof conformity ) to the will of God, do- 
ivgall out of conſcience to his command, regula- 
ting all byto his word, and direQing all to his 


ory. 
: This Holineſſe we muſt alſo follow,as the true 
and onely beauty, honour, riches, pleaſure, and 
perfe&tion of the ſoule, For, as much as mex by 
reaſon exceed beaſts, ſo much doe Chriſtians by 
Holineſſe exceed meere men, in their unholy and 
unregenerate ſtate. By Holtneſſe wee recover our 
ſtation and neereneſle to Angels , our claime to 
heaven, our kindred and relation to God, not on- 
ly as his creatures, but as his Sons, regenerate by 
his holy Spirit. 

3 There is yet a Holineſſe in a low and inferiour 
ſenſe, not of vertue or grace , but of «ſe and re/a- 
tioz 5 which is in Scripture and common ſpeech 
applied to things unreaſonable and inanimate 
to0, This is a Holineſſe of dedication, when 
things are devote and conſecrated tothe worſhip 


and ſervice of the moſt holy God , ſet apart 
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from common and civill uſes to. ſacred. 

This likewiſe we muſt follow, not as conceivi 
any inherent quality of Holineſle to be in thoſe 
things, whereby they are able rowork on thy Spi- 
rir,or recommend thee andthy ſervice'to a greater 
degree of acceptation, by conferring a greater de- 
gree of Holineſle (except inreſpet to Gods ſpe- 
ciall appointment and promiſe, as of old) but on- 
ly ſo farre we mult follow this relative Holineſſe as 
tO a decent uſe and reverentrall comportment , ſuch 
as becomes the gravity, majeſty, and ſolemaity 
of Chriſtian Religion ; and thoſe outward fer- 
vices God requireth of us: Sarnia ſane, Ho- 
lineſſe kecomes the houſe and worſhip of God for 
ever, 

Burt take heed that thy ſuperſt::70us mind doc 
not impute to, nor expe to find any «&rvweor 
virtuall Holineſſe,in or from times, places, piftures, 
reliques, garmenis,or poſtures , when that muſt be, 
as ir onely can be, in thy heart : There is that Sax- 
Ham SanGorum, the immediate refidence and ope- 
ration of Gods holy Spirit. It is prepoſterous 
and vaine to imagine or ſeek 1: in other things: 
if thou baft itnot there, thou maiſt profaze them ; 
they cannot ſarnttfie thee,nor thy ſervices. 

Yet here iris that ſ#perſtition is prone ro dote 
and flatrer it felfe in its outward formalities of 
Holinefle (as Lews the eleventh did in his leaden 
gods pardon, and the proteQtion of an Hermite 
and h1s Reliques, with which he had fortified and 
barricadoed himfelte apgainft the invaſions of 
death, bur all in vaine.) 

Superſtition, 
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= 4 Superſtition, 1 ſay, which is the Ape and Mimick 
| of Religion, having a Dreant and fancy of exremal 
+ Holineſſe, when indeed tt is rhe moth and ruff 
I both of true Religion, and proper Holineſſe ; the 
paint and meretrieioxs beauty of a Church or Per- 
ſon ; the /ty which by ſecret and unſenſible ſteps 
creeps upon and overſpreads its ſupporter, Reli- 
gion; ſtealing away rhe ſap of picty,which ſhould 
be in the heart and inward manſin fpirit and truth) 


F tothe pleafing of rhe ſenfes and fancy onely , by 
+ nouriſhing them with exrernall and pompous for- 
mahities. 


p It is indeeda heave Incubxe, when once it hath 
. ſeiſed upon a Church or conſcience , oppreſling 
| it with ncedlefle ſcruples , and ceremontous bur- 
I *  thens, which extremely abate, if nor quite rake 
þ away that beanty, vigour, and majeſty of truc Reli- 
| von and Holrneſſe, which keeps the medium be- 
| tween ſuperſtition and profaneneſſe. | 

= 7 Yet muſt Holrneſſe have an «nivwerſall influence 
[ '  pponthe whole man, all faculties, morions, and 
[ actions,inward and outward ; on the foule and bo- 
| dy. In the Sowle there muſt be a Holineſſe of 
| mind ot underſtanding, by ſeeing and beleeving 
the ſaving truth of God; of the w#ll, by apply- 

+0 ing, embracing, and fubjeQing ro it ; of the afe- 
| dons ( feare , love, joy, anger, hope, forrow, 
zeale, &c.) when they are by Gods Spirit carried 
| ro their right objes,and moderated intheir mea- 
; ſure ro them ;, thus is 1r#th, re#7rude, and order,the 

Holineſſeof the mind, will, and affeti:ons. 

Further, Helinee maſt have an 5 f{uence on the 


externall. 


2 Per 4. 


A Sermon preached 
externall expreſs;ons, Truth and purity are the 
Holinefſe of ſpeech; ſo chaſtiry, temperance, 
meekneſke, humility, modeſty, &c. are the Holi- 
neſſe of cur outward manners and comportments, 
As Morality improves the tm regulates 
the motions of the will to vertues , ſo Holineſſe 
beautifies and raiſeth thoſe vertues to graces ; and 
of the Philoſophers Alchimy produceth the Chr. 
ftians pure gold: while it keeps all our ations, 
deſires, and affe&ions, within thoſe bounds of 
honour and moderation, which Reaſon and Reli- 
gion doe require, 

Holineſſe 1s the Soules fitting for God, its uni- 
on and tie to God, its communion with him; in 
ſome ſort deifying us, and making us partakers of 
the divine nature. What light 15 to the Sunne 
and day, what clearneſſeto the fountain,what fruit- 

fulneſſe tothe earth, what beauty and health areto 
the body ; that indeed is Holmeſſe rothe ſoule,to 
the whole man, and all ouraQions. 

Holineſſe is the ſupernaturall and unruerſall beau. 
ty of the reaſonable creature. : 

We are corruption, till Holineſle make us 
ſound ; r«ined, till Holinefle repaire us; we are 
barrenneſſe, till that make us fruirfull ; we are de- 
formity, till that make vs beautifull z we are dark- 
aeſſe, till Holineſſe enlighten us z dead, till that 
enliven us ; depraved, till that reifie us ; we are 
ſia, till Holinefle make us gracious; wee are hell, 
till Holineſſe make us heavenly ; we are Devls, 
till Holineſſe make us Saints ; wee are damned 
wretches, till Holineſle fers us in a capacity of 

ſalvation 
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ſalvation, and ſeeing of Cod : whoſe enimies we 
are, till Holineſle bave endeared us ; from whom 
kn would ſeperate us forever, being filthy and 4+0- 
minable in his ſight, till helineſle waſh and clenſe 
us through faith in the blood of Chriſt, 

In the ſight of the moſt holy God, all beauty is 
deformity, all wiſgdgm folly, all honour baſenefle, 
all plenty poverty, all liberty bondage, all hap- 
pineſle miſery, all life but a death,all our ſplendid 
works but dead and damnable, without hglineſle. 

All words and kumane notions are too groſle 
to ſet forth to you this ſp:ritaall beauty of holi- 
neſle, like dead colours to paint the light and 
heat of the Sun : one beame diſcovers ir better 
than all the ſhadowes of words or Pencils could 
doe ; ſo the beſt knowledge of holineſle is expe- 
rimentall inthe ſoule and conſcience. 

For it is not o»ly iz words, in notion, fancy, 
or ſpeculation, or outward ſhewes, but in reality 
of effes z ſerious and ſolid without vanity or 0- 
ſentation, or affeRation, ſetled upon indiſputa- 
ble principles, and unmovable grounds , the re- 
vealed will of God: who fince he is the author of our 
being, nothing is more gratefully juſt, than that his 
will ſhould preſcribe a rule toour ations : to 
which the more we ſtudy to apply and conforme 
our ſelves 11 all our actions, the more we follow 
holineſſe. 

This, this is that frame and temper of our ſoules © 
and lives, which God our Father, and Chriſt our Sa- 
viour, and the holy Spirit our SanHifier, the word 


our Inſtructer, the Sacraments our confirmers, the 
S81nts 


- 
s 
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$4 tats our forerunners, the Angels our prote- 
Qors : all with one voice recammend to us Fol- 
low holineſſe, O ye ſonnes of men, without which yee 
ſhall never ſee the ſace of God, 

"Our moſt holy faith and profefſion ; the pre- 
cepts, promiſes, and hopes revealed ; all our du- 
ties of preaching , hearing, reading, meditating, 
praying, receiving, faſting, almſgiving, &c. all are 
toadvancethis quality of holineſle in us. 

This is one great intent of Chriſts comming, 
his living with us, anddyirg for us, that hee 
might ſaz#tifie,as well as juſtrfie vs z ſave us from 
the power as well as the punrſbment of ſinne ; that 
he might give us a moſt perſett and excellent 
example, and purchaſe to himſelf a holy people, 
Luke 1. 74 WT hat we being delivered from our ene- 
mies, might ſerve him without feare,tn righteouſneſſe 
and halineſſe all the dayes of our lyſe,S7 Tirms 2.14, 
The grace of God that bringeth ſalgation to all men 
bath appeared, teaching us that denying, &c, r Cop, 
1.39. Chriſt made to uw wiſedome, righteouſneſſe, 
ſanFtfication, and redemption. 

This is the firethar inflames, andthe #ncenſo 
that perfumes all our duties, ſacrifices , and ſer- 
vices to God, fo as to make them accepted 
through Chriſt. 

This ſets a value on two mites, and a cup of 
cold water, and a handfull of meale, without which 
all externall pompe and coft of ſervices, is not 
only not pleaſing, bur f!ſome, nauſeous, and abo- 
minable to God, Eſay 1."3 2 Offer ns more Varne 
eblations ; who hath required theſe things at your 

hands? 
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bands ? yet the Law did, but not in ſuch a manner, 
with unwaſhed hands, and unholy hearts, Prov. 
21.27, Fuen the prayers and ſacrifices of the wicked 
are abomination to God. 

The Heathen faw this well, and hath admira- 
bly expreſſed it, 


— Ouin demus ſuperis 
Compoſitum jus,faſque animt, ſanoſque receſſus 
Ment, & mcottum generoſopefius boneſto, 

H &c ced6,ut admoveam templus if farre litabo, 


Holineſlſe is the Ladder of heaven, whoſe low- 
eſt ſtep is humility, and the higheſt love, andde- 
votion ; by which the ſouledeſcends to men in 
charity, and aſcendsro God in piety. 

This is thar which prepares and diſpoſeth the 
foule for Heaven, without which Heaven it ſelfe 
would be no Heaven,or not pleaſing ro us : Bet- 
terbe holy iz bell, it poſſible than w#holy in Hea- 
wen ; though theſe twoare unſeparable, Helineſſe 
and Happineſſe , was in degree, not in 
kinde. For Hol:neſſe is the ſparke of 1 Happineſſe, 
and happineſſe the flame of bolixeſſe, 

Holinefle is the #nfancyof happineſk, and hap- 
pincſſc the compleat ſtature of holin:fle. 

Holineſle is the morning of happineſſle, and 
happineſle the meridian or noone-trae of holineſle, 
Holineſle is the ſeed-trme,and happineſle the full 
barveft : For Heavep is not, as yu mindes 
imagine, onely an impwnrty , or freedome from 
puniſhment , and fruition of pleaſures, &c. but 
D 2 rather 
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rather it conſiſts in an immunity from fin, anda 
perfetion of holineſle. 

This is that 0-e thing neceſſary, and required 
ofthe Sons of men, as the condition of ſeeing 
God, tis not without Riches no man ſhall ſce 
God ; or without Beauty, honour, ſtrength, lear- 
ning, wit, &c. No, but without holineſle : all 
Other additaments thou maiſt diſpenſe with, and 
yet be happy; but Holineſſe 1s indiſpenſible, 

By the paths of ho/ineſſe onely our wearicd and 
wandring Soules may returne to paradiſe , that 
happy ſtate and ſtation, whence we fell, and were 
driven Out : all other waies are ſeverely kept a- 
gainſtus, by the flaming ſword of Gods irreconci- 
liable avger and hatred againſt ſinne : No unboly 
thing ſhall enter (much lefſe remaine) ## the holy 
City, all ſuch ſhall be caſt out, Rev,21.27. Þſal. 5.4. 
Thou art the God that haſt nopleaſure tn wickeaneſe, 
nor ſhall any evill dzell with thee, God is of o 
pure eyes that he-cannot behold iniquity,ne more 
than the Sun can behold darkneſfe ; for its ap- 
pearing turnes all darknefſe into light ; much 
leſſe can darknefſe looke upon light . or ſinners 
on God ; this is hell neitherto ſee,nor to be ſeen 
of God ; whoſe favourable preſence is the life, 
his abſence the death of the ſoule forever. 

Bus I have done with the firſt parcicular, what 
holineſſe is: 

Theſecond thing is, who muſt follow it ? 

Every one that hath a ſoule to ſave, or a minde 
to ſee God. ' The excluſion is peremptory and 
univerſall ; #ihout bolixeſſe no man ſhall ſee God: 

with 
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with this no man needdeſpaire , though never ſo 
defeRive for other things ; without this no man 
may preſume, God is no Accepter of perſous, Not 
therich, nor great, nornoble, norvaliant, nor 
beautifull ; notthe morally civill, not the witty 
and learned Scholars, not the deepe Stateſ-men, 
and darke Politirians, not the potent Princes and 
mighty Monarchs of the world z none of them 
may flatter themſelves to reach Heaven withour 
holineſſe:God will caſt deformity on all your ſo 
much flattered and ſelfe-admiring deauty,which is 
deceitfull to the owner anddangerous to others;un- 
lefle the beauty of holineſſe be added to thee, like 
Apples of Gold in piftures of ſilver which makes 
thee lovely not only to good minds onearth, but 
alſoto the Angels,and God himſelfe in Heaven. 
God will izfatuateall your fallacious wiledome 
and ſelfe-deſtroying wit : he will diſcover the 
ſhallowneſle of all your imagirary depths and 
counſels. He will one day appeare the only true 
wiſe man, who'is wiſe for his ſoule to God and 
rGEternity, which iSnofic bur the holy man. 
God will make to vaniſh all the dreames and 
ſhadowes of your imaginarygreatneſle, and flat 
the ſwelling ſailes of your titles of honour, fild 
only with popular breath and opinion of men, 
your ſelves and others : He will be then truely 
and only honourable who hath ſought Gods 
honour, more than his owne, whom God will ad- 
mit to his ſacred preſence and favour:this is none 
but the holy man. 


Nay God willcaſt contempt upon Princes, as 
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the Pſalmiſt ſpeakes, and in ſtead of Robes of Ma- 
jeſty, they ſhall be covered with their owne con- 
fuſion as with acloake, unlefle they be ſacred 
in heart as wel as in title , conſecrated to Godas 
wel 2s exalted above men; except there be the 
inward anrointing of Gods holy Spirit,as wel as 
the outward of rhe Prelate. As they are neere to 
God in greatneſle and place, ſo they muſt be in 
grace and bolinefle , ifeverthey hope to attaine 
to glory and happinefſe. Even in Prizces God tels 


1Sam-:6 Samuel, He lookes not at the outward appearance, but 


+ 


at the beart, 


That, that indeed is truely Sacred Majeſty in 
” ae wh , 


rinces, when being Gods V icegerents on earth, 
they doe that which they re perſwaded in their 
conſcience God himſelfe or Chri.t would doe, 
if they reigned viſibly as King onearth: when 
being /YVmbratiles Drij,the back parts and ſhadowes 
of GgJ, they moſt fully repreſent in a humane 
model, the divine perfeRions. 

Certainely nothing ſets forth Princes toa more 
divine honour , love and veneration, than their 
exemplary vertues and holineſſe. 

Hic animus atque be ſunt generoſi Principis avtes, 
This even they, the greateſt of men, muſt follow, 
fince they are but Mortales Dij, and muſt die like 
men ; uvlefſe they meane to come infinitely 
below the meaneſtof their good SubjeRts in the 
ny world, whom in this they ſo much ex- 
ceed, 

Indeed all of us, both great and ſmall muſt fol. 
low holineſle, fince all have relation to fo holy a 
Creator, 
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Creator,to ſo holy a Redeemer, and to fo holy a 
Comforter, being Subjeas tothe King of Saiurs. 

Yea, we are, or ſhould be the habiration and 
Temple wherein God willdelight to dwell, 1 Cor, 
2. 17.1f any man defile the Temple of God, him will 
God deſtroy, 

Nay we are the Heaven where God reſides : 
every Saint (faith Saint Bernard) is Gods SanTu- 
ary, and every holy heart a Heaven ; therefore 
that is called rhe Heaven of Heavens where the 
Saints are; in every ofwhom God dwels more 
gloriouſly than in any materiall Heaven, 

In all callings and ſtates of life holizeſſe is ne- 
ceſlary ; every aRion ſhould be a ſtep to arrive* 
neerer to God : Holineſſe is the poore mans 
riches, the meane mans hononr, the weak mans 
ſtrength, the baviſheds home, the priſoners free- 
dome, the young mans glory, rhe old mans 
crowne, the ſick mans health , the dying thatis 
hope and life: Ina word it is all inall to all men 
dying and living. The weight of this text lies upon 
All, to movethem to follow holinefle , and thoſe 
eſpecially who have moſt impediments and di- 
verſions, yertheir ations are moſtexemplary, 
whether they be good or bad. 

O when power and piety , greatnefſeand good- 
neſle, heigrth and holinefle meet together, and 
make up one Magiſtrate, one Miniſter, one King, 
how divine , how glorions, how attractwe , and 
commanding all hearts to a love or feare, are 
their lives and ations ! Like a noble conſtellation 


which conſiſts of many ſtars, no leſſe benigne and 
propitious 


oy 
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propitious for their influence, than eminent and 
conſpicuous for their light. 

And if I were to ſpeake to men of my owne 
calling, ſuperiors or equalls (as 1 ſee I am likely 
to doe to ſome) I ſhould with all humble and re- 
ſpeQive carneſtnefle recommend Holinefſe to 
their hearts, thoughts, words, lives, geſtures, 
lookes, and converſations, Etram wultu Leditur 
ſanfitas : Haughty axd ſupercilious lookes, and in- 
ſolent comportment, much more ſuch ſpeech and 
ations miſ-becomethe holineſle and humility of 
our profeſſion. 

here are holy orders, and holy dutres, to which 
we are admitted ; and there is a ſpeciall ceremony 
of conſecration uſed for Biſhops. O let us make 
goodthe holinefle of our titles and funRtion, by 
the hloineſſe of our converſation. 

Let notthe world reproach us, as ſome doe the 
vanity and arrogancy of the Popes, who challenge 
tothemſelves the title of bi Holineſſe, by way of 
eminency ( or emphaſis ) when indeed it is 
(laythey) by Antiphraſis , or contrariety , being 
for the moſt part ſoleciſmes and contradiions 
totheir names, as he ſaid of Probus, Uir minims 
probus, 

O let us never vainely imagine, that there 
is a neerer way to the Clergres honour, than by 
the Elergies Holineſſe, Though Holineſle even 
deſpiſed as a Jewell under foor, hath itstrue and 
internall honour and value ſtill. 

But Oletnot our preaching , our writing, our 
living any way decry,damp, and diſcountenapce 

Holine, 


before bus Majeſtte. 
Holineſle, which is Gods honour, and the 
Churches honour, and muſt be our both honour 
and happineſle. 

O let us nct vaincly contend for an mputedand 
relative Holineſſe nn Churches, andtables; and 
veſtures, and geſtures,and negle& it in our hearts 


and lives. Our word muſt be that of Saint Parwl, Phl.;: 17. 


Be ye followers of me as I am of Chriſt, that is, of Ho- 
lineſſe,wbich was Chriſts way. | 

This, rot onely the better world, which Are CXx- 
treamely aſhamed and grieved for the contrary, 
but even the worſer, diflolute, and debauched fort 
of people cxatof us, whom we hardenextream- 
ly againſt our dcQrines by our contrary manners; 
and who arc glad by the favlrs and fcandalls of 
Miniſters (holy men as they ſhovld be) to juſtifie 
or excuſe their owne vitious and unholy lives, 

The higher our calling raiſeth us, the neer- 
er ſhould it bring us to God, and the more ſhould 
the face of our lives like Moſes his, ſhine with 
the beames of holinefle while wedaily converſe 
with God. 

Nothing more juſtifies, and aſlures the truth of 
our faith and doctrine, than the ſutable holineſſe 
of our lives. : let not that be verified of us,which 


Teremy complained of in histime , From the Pro. ler. 23.15, 


phets 1s prophaneneſſe gone into all the Land. Bar 


rather let us take Saint Pazls good advice tO, 7, ;, 


7 imcihy, Thou O man of Con fire theſe things, and 1:, 
{cllow after 1ighteouſneſſe, godlineſſe, faub, love, pa- 
tience, meekneſſe, fc, 

3 We 


1 Pet. x.'5- 
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3 We come now to the third particular , bow 
we muſt follow Holineſſe. 
1 For the meaſure how farre, to the hcigth, 


aime at perfection; anticipate thy Heaven as 
much as may be here on carth , emulate and ſtrive 


_ roequall thy patrerne for — h not for 
eavenly Fat 


es 4 Be yeboly as your is bob : 


| behath nothing of true holineſle , who thinkes 


he hath enough, or may have too much, Nemie- 
rates & exceſſus affeiuum Deo. debentur : Allthe 
exceſſe of our vehement and unſatisfied deſires 
fhould run this way after God and Holinefle. 

2 For the manner bow : ] anſwer, 1 Follow it 
«xryerſally inall points ; the fame tic lies upon 
thee in any one ation which doth inall : Holi- 
neſſe is the ſalt which muſt ſeaſon all, ſo farre as 
humane infirinity canattaine. Thou wouldſt not 
have ſome ſparkes of Hell mixtwith thy joyes 
of Heaven : O ſtrive that no fin (if poſſible) may 
allay thy Holineſſe and integrity, Be yeholy in all 
manner of converſation, andperfeting bolineſſe in the 


> Cor.z a. feare of the Lord, 


2 Follow it earzeſtly,with vehement affetions, 
not cold, languiſhirg, lukewarme and indifferent ; 
content not thy ſelfe with a fery poſting and per- 

prayers ; cafie and lazy formalities of 
duties, obeſe an:m#, like fat and purſie ſoules rhat 
cannot follow either faſt,or farre : Burt riſe to that 
intenſiveneſſe in following Holineſſe, with which 
the Covetous man followes his gain,the Ambiri- 
ous his hon#ur,the Voluptuous his pleaſure ; fol- 


low itwith the ſame cagerneſle, wherewith thou 
haſt 
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haſt formerly followed fin, the world , and the 
Devill ; Follow Holineſſe with the ſame flagran- 
cyandcontention, as wicked men doe perfecute 
and oppoſe it. They have their /«wr, ſo muſt 
thou, but ſavRs & pra perſecutio, 4 ſacred and com- 
meudableproſecution. 

3 Follow it cheerfully,nort in a tedious drooping 
and dejeted manner which brings anill report on 
Gods wayes ; no man hath more right to mode- 
rate mr th (which is the only true) a he which 
isin the way of Holineſſe, and indeed of hap- 

vefle. Oletnottbat be a burthen to our Spirits 

, which muſt be the joy and crowne and con- 
ſtantdifpoſition of our ſoules in heaven. 

The deadnefle and indiſpofitions from within, 
which we are Subje&t unto, arenort to be im- 
puted ro the wayes of holinefle, butto the weak- 
neſle of our natures, as the lothneſle to uſe exer- 
ciſe proccederh fromthe ill humors., which op- 
preſle the Spirits in a diſcaſed dody, and not from 
the inconvenience of exerciſe, whick is the » 
todifpel thoſe ill humours,and to recover bealt 
and agility. For the difficulties and diſcoura 
ments from without , they are not much to 
conſidered by any , but thoſe that know not what 
is the worth of a Soule, the weight of Erernity, 
the comfort of a good conſcience, and of the 
—_— of Heaven, in the ſight and fruition of 

4 Follow it exa#ly &cloſely,nor at large and at 
diſtancesa far off, as rheDiſciplesfollowed Chriſt 
tobe crucified, Ephbeſ. 5.1 5. woe («x4146s) _— 
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and preciſely ina found and Apoſtolicall ſen'e. 
There willbe 7imulz, leakes and flanes of infirmi- 
ties, and daily incurſions in all our lives, bur lee 
there not be (hiatus) wide breaches: and gapings 
of preſumption : keep not willingly any diſtance 
ordiſimilicude from Chriſt , be not alhamedor 
diſcountenanced to come neereto him and tobe 
like to him inall points. 

Follow holineſſe, uot trmide && pudibund? ; it is 
pudendus pudcr, a ſhame infinitely tobe aſhamed 

of, that any Chiſtian ſhould be aſhamed tobe, 
or to be thought too holy ;, but that he muſt now 
and thendare to ſweare, andly, and talke obſcene- 
ly &prophanely,or live riotouſly,that he may not 
ſeeme too preciſe. Cant thou be too fir for hea- 
ven, Or tOO far from (in and hell ? 

5 Follow Holineſle ſpeedily, begin betimes : all 
life is loſt that is not ſpent in a holy courſe of 
livirg; it isadeadlife, tayadamning life with- 
out amendment. - All our life is too little to live 
well ; the Sun cannot riſe tooearly, except to a 
fluggard ; nor can holineſle be too ſoone begun 
in thy heart, except thou love to {leepe in thy 
fin : It were bappy it with /eremy and obs B aptiſ# 
wewere fartified from the Wombe and: Font, 
from the dawning and morning of our lives, bur, 

O jam clarum\mane feneitras intrat, 
Rom, 13.12, It is high time to riſe. from ſin and 
follow Holineſle , the day of our ſhort life is 
farre ſpent in following vanity and things that 
cannot profit : \the'night ofdeath is at hand, 6 
make haſte to:live, and to live holily, that thou 
'F: mayſt 
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mayſt not come ſhort of dying happily. 
Breve ſit quod turpiter auats, 

How many haſt thou knowne cut off in their 
youth and ſtrength , and confidence of living, 
and it may be 1n their purpoſes and cſſiyes of 
amendng. 

Many of us have one foot in the grave, through 
the courſe of age, and infirmities that atrend it ; 
nay, even of the ſtrongeſt ofus.; we may fay as 
David (aid to Tonatbhan, As the Lord.liveth, and 
as thy ſoule lrueth, there is but aftep berweexe thee 
and death, yea, and hell too ; and yet many of us 
not yet gone one ſtep of ſerious reſolutions , to 
follow Holineſke, and forſake our old fins. 

Odally notwith cby life, with thy ſoule, with 
hell, and eternall death : adelazes are extreame 
dangerous where the opportunity is ſhort, andthe 
omiffion is irreparable : Remember' on : this mo- 
ment depends eternity. Death followes us, and fin 
followes us, and our owne evill conſciences, and 
hell, and the Devill too will follow and overtake 
us, if weflie not fromchem by following Chriſt 
where everhe goes inthe waies of Holinefle. O 
learne of David, Pſalme 11 9.69/ made baſte and 
prolonged not the time to turue my feete into thy 
wayes. | 
6 Follow it ſincerely, | $imalata Sanutttus. du- 
plex 1,4quit as L Hypocrifie is 2 double and twiſted 
impiery. Irs notonly a #ot ſerving God, buta 
mockingof bim, and it ſhall have a double con- 
demnation forthe wax: of holirefle which ſhould 


be, and forthe ly and pretenſionof what was nor; 
E 3 nothing 
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nothing is more contrary to the fimplicity of 
Gods Nature, and the truth and integrity of his 
Word and intentions tomen, than ſimulation 
and hypocrifie. Nothing hath more clouded, 
ecclipled and deformed the beauty of holineſle, 
than the impudent pretentions of ſome to itzwho 
like Apes and Moonkics are the more deformed 
and ridiculous, becauſe in ſome things they re- 
ſemble the ſhape, and imitate the aRions of men, 
but want their reafon, Galat., 6.7. Be not deceived, 
God wu not mocked , what a man fowes that be ſhall 
reape : Hethat ſowes only ſhadowes, and ſhewes, 
and formalities of holinefie , ſhall reape only 
ſhadowes and ſhewes and dreames of peace, com- 
fort, and bappinefle, The deceiver will at laſt be 
moſtdeceived. O be good in good carneſt, or not 
at all , Loſe not ſo muck time and painesto 
a a part of holinefle, which will but improve 
thy miſery : what is it to be applauded of men, 
and abhorred'of God ? what & the hope of the by. 
pocrite (faith he in 706) when God ſhall take amay 
hc ſaule ? 

7 And laſtly , follow holinefle conſtantly, not 
deſultorie, lamely, brokenly, andabroptly, by fits 
onlyzbut with a fteddy and refolute courſe, as the 
Sun moves, neither going backe , nor ſtanding 
ſill. Perſeverance is the crowne of graces, and gets 
the crowne of Glory : thouexpeReſt God ſhould 
make thee inceſſantly happy in bis Eternity; O 
be thou holy (52 tus ateraitate as Saint Bernard) 
in thy limitedand ſhort eternity. 

Conſider how noble a patterne thou haſt in 
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Chriſt thy Saviour, whodeferred his owne glory, 

till he had finiſhed rhy ſalvation. Conftder how 

at encouragements thou haſt, how ſweet com- 

rts for the preſent, how ample reward andexpe- 
Ration for the future. 

O let no difficultirs take thee off, norerrors di- 
vertthee , let them rather whet and exaſperate 
thy reſolutions and endeavours; let no ſuperGiti- 
ondecoive thee, nor perſecution deterre thee ; 
having beganne in the ſpirit, doe not end im the 


- Rememberthouhaſtalwaies a vi4:t:cum, means 
of refreſhing neere thee z, The holy word andpro. 
miſes , and Sacraments to relieve thee ; the boly 
Sperit toafliſt thee, andhelpe thy infirmicies. 
Thou haſt Gods hoh day wherein to be ſpecially 
vacanttO holy duties, andthe foules improve- 
ment z bythe carefull ſanQifying whereof , there 
is no doubr, but the pious ſoule is better enabled 
toſee God here, in his Word and workes, and 
hereafter in his gl>ry and preſence : we have alſo 
preclara exempla,of holy men and women, Saints 
in allages, which have gone before us in the 
waies of holinefſe to that ſtate of happineſle, 
through all the oppoſitions of men and devills, 
Heroick 2nd invincible followers of holineſſe, 
now glorious and iwonell petite of happi- 
neſle. Preclara ſpeFamtibus mediocria preftare pude- 


ri eſſe deber : having ſo noble and inviting ex- 
amples ſet before us, ir is a ſhame forus either to 
follow them nor at all, or withweake and flender 


imitations. 


4 Where- - 


- 4 Wherefore muſt we thus follow Holioeſſe ? 
\Thisbrings me.to the laſt point, theſecond ge- 
merall., the motrve or inducement, without which 
.no man ſhall ſee God. Holinefle is that alone 
which makes us capable of the beatifick yiſion.. 

Bur this is a point of ſo high ſpeculation, of (o 
ſerious conſideration forthe obtaining or looſing 
of it, of ſo infinite comfort is the viſion and frui- 
tion of God zof ſo infinite hojlour, the ſeparati- 
on from him, that it would farre excecdthe time, 
and my ſveech , to ſet it forth to you as it de- 
ſerves. 

Onely this ſhort glimpſe we may take of ir, 
That there ate many intervenient fruits of holj- 
neſle worth our ambition hereby which we ſee God, 
though dimly, & at diſtarice in his Ford and pro- 
miſes, in his Sacraments, in his Son our Sewiouy, 
in his workes, in his ſervants, in the motions of þ7s 
Spirit, in the wayes of his providence, mercies and 
j«dgements, To all which Holineſle only cleares 
and enlightens and enables the ſoule ſo as to ſee 
God, to enjoy and admire him. This makcs ocu- 
latam animam, an cyedandſecing minde, which 
otherwaies is blinde and dead, Mat.5. Bleſſed are 
the pure in heart, for they and they onely do and ſhall 
ſee God, But O when we come to ſee nothis foot- 
ſteps,or back parts, or ſhadow, or hands, bur his 
facebyan.immediate intuition of his Majeſty, 
how ſhall we be filled with glory and bappineſlle> 

O preclarum F invidendum ſpelaculum | 

Inthis life indeed (as God told Hoſes) no man 
can ſee his face and live ; Srrutator Majeſtatis 
oppremeter 
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oppr 'metur gloria, But in heaven, we ſhall live by 
the ſight and light of God. Sedator ſan7itatis 
perficretur « gloria, It then it be any comfort to 
ſee the light of the Sun, the beauty of Heaven 
and earth, or the face of an indulgent Father, an 
excellent friend, ora gracious Prince, who is as 
an Angell of God, what is ic to ſee God him- 
{cle ? 

O What a Sea and inundation of unſpeakeable 


a and happinefle muſt flow in upon the foule, 


x to behold the brightneſle of Gods preſence, the 


glory of his Majelty, the beauty ofhis goodnefle, 
the treaſures of his wiſedome, the immenſity of 
his power, the amplitude of his mercy, the perfe- 
ion of his holinefle and infinice happineſl: ! 
And laſt of all, the eternall wonderof his free and 
unchangeable love to us, ſo much below him, fo 
as nothing in compariſon of him: 

In thy light (faichthe Pfalmiſt) wee ſhaft ſee 
light ; the way is by the /rght of grace, to come to 
the /:ght of glory ; by the beauty of holineſſe to 
come to the perfeRion of happineſle , which is 
the ſightof God : which what it is we ſhall beſt 
tell when we come to ir. I muſt now leave it to 
the worke of Gods Spirit in your devouter 
hearts,to conſider more largely and ſublimely of 
this point. 

Onely give me leave by way of concluſion to 
appezle to your piety, wiſedome, and experience, 
Whetherthe waies of holinefſe be not worth the 
following,»bich cadin ſuch happineſſe, as is be- 
yond expreſſing : Whether it be not. a vanity, 

# F folly, 
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folly, and extreame madnefle for men and wo- 
men,that are builr for eternity, and capable ofthe 
higheſt good, ſo much to negled their ſoules, 
their God, and their happinefle by following 
their ſins, the worldly pleaſures, profits, and ho- 
nours,with the negle& of holinefle > The Pewil, 
the evill world, ard 2 mans owne corrwpt beart, will 
allow himto bee any thing , ſo he be not holy : 
let him bee rich, and fairc, and ſtrong, and great, 
and honourable , and witty, andeloquent, and 
civill, and politicke, and knowing evenin divine 
myſteries, any thing,ſo as hee bee notholy, All 
theſe things (as the Devill ſaidto Chriſt) »il7 
give thee, if thouwilt be unholy ſtill, and like my 
{clfe : Holineſſe isthat alone the Devill wants, 
and deſpaires of himſeclfe, and that he moſt envies 
us the ſons of men ; becauſe hee knowes it ſets 
us in a way Of happineſle ſo infinitely above 
him. 

But what our Saviour ſaid, atth, 8.22, to 
the young man that deſired reſpite to bury his 
dead Father, Let the dead bury the dead, but follow 
hou me, This giveme leave to ſay to all you that 
heare me this day ; let dead hearts bury themſelves 
in dead comforts, dead honours, dead plea- 
fures, dead hopes, &c. but follow thou Chriſt, 
follow Holinefle. 

I further appeale to the juilzce of your piety, 
and goodneſle, Whether the waies of holineſle, 
and the followers of themdeſerve to be derided, 
deſpiſed diſcountenanced,Sdiſcouraged ſo much 


. as theyare by the proud , prophane, ſenſuall,and 


ſuperſtirious 
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ſuperſtitious .mindes of the world?whether the 
which deſpiſe holinefle doe not withall deſpiſe 
their owne ſoules, their Cod and Saviour ? whether 
they ſorſake n0t their onwxe mercies, who follow lying 
vanities ? whether this be not to glory in our 
ſhame, to be aſhamed ofthat which is the glory 
of God.andthe reaſonable creature? 

Laſtly, I appeale to your royall wiſedome, 
and the reſtof your Noble and Chriſtian Pru- 
derce & Piety, VV hether thoſe that follow peace 
and Holinefle, and are fitted to a capacity of ſee- 
ing the great God and King of Heaven ini his 
Glory, be not alſothe worthieſt and fitteſt to ſee 
the face and enjoy the favours of Chriſtian Kings 
onearth ? 

Theſe, theſe are they that beſt know the duty, 
honour, and fidelity, theyowe to Majeſty ; and 
m3ke a conſcience to pay it, becauſe it isa point 
of Holineſlſe ſo to doe. Theſe are the propugna- 
cula & munimentaregnt & Eccleſie, as was ſaid of 
Saint Ambroſe, the ſtrength, honour, and ſecurity 
of the Church and State, under God and his Ma- 
jeſlies care and pious providence. Theſe are in 
ſome ſort, the (tutelares Genit) protectors of his 
Majeſties perſon, health, life, Crowne, Qycenc, 
ard poſterity ; while they daily lift up pure hands 
ardholy heartsto the God of Heaven, for his 
Majeſties ſafety, honour, and happineſle. 

Theſearelike Moſes and Elrus the Horſemen and 
Chariots of Iſrael , theſe have power with God 
by their prayers, counſells, ard good examples ; 
they ſtand in tke gap, and hinder the inundation 
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of fin and judgements. Totheſe we owe under 
God the enjoyn ent of our peace, plenty, ſafety, 
and Religion, andof the bleſſing ot bleflings tem- 
porall,s prous and gratious Prince, 

Othenlet not Holineſſe (I beſeech you) bee 
baziſhed, as Ibeleeve it is not, from your hearts, 
your words , your houſes, your lives, from your 
favourand good opinion, from your ſervice; nor 
from your Court : Let there not be wanting in 
this place 7oſephs, and Mordecays, and Nehemiabs, 
and Danzels, men in whom #« the Spzr1t of the holy 
God, as that Heathen Prince ſaid of Danzel, 

There is a Booke called The holy Court, which 
might be uſefull tro Courtiers, if it were not un- 
life, being larded with many falſe and frivolous 
Opinions, and - me" x practiſes : Itwill bee 
your honour and happineſle to a& what he ſought 
tO write. 

O follow not finne and vanity, or ſtrife and 

coutention, or lubricity and impurity, or vaine- 
glory, &c. theſe will caſt you out from the pre- 
{ence of God, and betray you to utter darkneſle; 
And what conſiderate minde can with patience 
thinke of beingever ſeparated from the fountaine 
of its being life and bappineſſe ? O what infinite 
darkneſſe. neceſlity,and horror muſt for ever op- 
prefle that ſoule ! Holinefle only is that divine 
—_— powerwhich drawes the ſouleto God, 
and Godto the ſoule,never quiet till it be united 
tothe fountaine,its vercue, 

I know your piety cannot but conſider oft and 
ſeriouſly, That the greateſt of youwill be one 
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day like Sempſon (when his fatal haire was cut) 
weak , and impotent and like other men, your 
eyes blinded , your great ſtrength depgeted, the 
chaines of darkneſle will involve you, the wormes 
will be your fetters, and the grave your priſon. 

O while you live follow holineſſe, that when 
you dic (as Sampſon did) you may quite deſtroy 
thoſe enimies, which living you could nor; that 
death may be an endof your ſince and mortality, 
but the beginning and conſummation of your 
endlefſſe happineſle in the fight of God. 

That when the eyes of your bodies ſhall be 
ſhut to this world, and all things deſirable here; 
the eye of your ſoule (that rationall and eternal! 
eze) may be _ toſee and enjoy God, and 
reigne with Chriſt for ever. 

That you and we though in different degrees, 
may then receive that Crowne of immortal glory, _ 
which is free from cares and croſſes, from feares 
and jealouſies, from fleep, and ſoule-breaking 
diſtrations, but full of a divine and conſtant 
glory, ſerenity, joy, and cternall ſecurity. Amen, 
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LECH. 8. 16. TEE 
Theſe are the things yee ſball does ſpeake yee every man ,;, > 
the truth to bis Neighbour: execute the judgement : 
of 11th and peace inyour Gates, 


ALY 4 E Cuſtomary ſolcmnity of pub. 
2 ike Afiſe, and adminiſtration of 
4 Juſtice, hath not more of ſtate aud 
. policy , than of ſafety and piety, in 
RA this; Thatnotonly the gentry and p 
commons, but your wiſedome and gravity (Right 
Honourable and Reverend) diſdaine not tore- 
ceive advicefrom the Pulpit, before you goe to 
the Benchzand hear Gods charge to you,before you 
| give 
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give your charge to others : Hereby not ſo much ta 
conciliatea greater reverence and authority ro 
to your perſons and proceedings, by amuſing 
the minds of the populacy, and awing their con- 
ſciences, withthe pompe and formality of reli- 
gion (as thoſe Heathen —_— (Solon, Ly- 
Curgite, Nums,and others) are {aid to have done) 
bur ſeriouſly and in the feare of God to aſcend 
with Moſes firſt to the Mount, and talke with 
God,before you judge and teachthe people. 
ElayS-:2%* Toithbe Lawand io the Teſtimony 1, theſe will in- 
forme youthe will of God, which is the higheſt 
law and perfeQclt rule to examine ruth, to mes- 
ſare juſtice, and tO maintarpepeace ; which though 
they flow from that pure and eternall fountaine 
of eſſentiall truth, juſtice, and peace, moſt clear- 
ly and plentifully in the conduit of his VVord ; 
yet arercady to contratt much ſoil and dregs in 
the veſſels of mens hearts, and courſe of humane 
ations ; ſo that the beſt have necd often to refine 
and renew their minds, by a freſh information of 
their judgements, concerning the will of God, 
and rcſolution of their wills to doe it. 

His Word,no doudt,teacheth rhe #eft polrtichs, 
his precept and example ſhew the happieft plat- 
forme of government,whoſe almighty power is fo 
rempered with wiledome and goodneſſe, That as 
he made at firſt the ſtare and frame of all things 
ſull of beauty,order, and harmony, by number, 
weight,and meaſure ; fo he {till preſerves and go- 
vernes the grear'Common-wezlth of all creatures 
in heaven andearth, with that juſt proportion of 
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power and goodnefle,as keeps the generall peace 
of things; and keepes offchar confuſionto which 
the variety and contrariety of particular natures 
ſeemeto tend, So that who fo will judge andgo- 
verne aright, ſhall not need touſe thoſ Machia- 
wvellian engines, lying, fraud, ſimulation and in- 
juſtice z myſter:es indeed not of true policy, but of 
me quity, unreaſonable reaſons of ſtate, which the 
imporency and folly of wicked men pretend as 
neceſſary ; when indeed &ey trend not to the e- 
ſtabliſhing but undermining of States, and ruine 
both of governours andgoverned. 

We rced goe no further than this Text. to ſee 
what God requires and teacheth us as beſt, and 
neceſhry for the well ordering of humane ſocie- 
ties; both for private and publi,keox judiciary pro- 
ceedings. 

I In private , that every one ſpeake the truth 
to his neighbour ; this would ſtop many injuries 


# 


and complaints with which the pablike courts are 
peſtred. 

2 Inpublike and judiciary proceedings z every 
one promote the execution of truth and peace 
in the gates, 

I The people and governed. By their preſence, 
obedience, aſſiſtance, by their teſtimony and evi- 
dence of word and oath for the ſearch and finding 
out Of truth. Bytheir hands and power for the 
maintaining of peace both in the ſafety of rhe 
perſon of A iſtrate, and executionof that 

uli ſenterce which they give. 

2 The Maziſirate and perſons coverning , t by 
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give your charge to Others : Hereby not ſo much ta 
conciliatea greater reverence and authority to 
to your perſons and proceedings, by amuſing 
the minds of che populacy, and awing their con- 
ſciences, wicththe pompe and formality of reli- 
gion-(as thoſe Heathen wan cv (Solon, Ly- 
curgue, Nums,and others) are ſaid to have done) 
bur ſcriouſly and in the feare of God to aſcend 
with Moſes firſt to the Mount, and talke with 
God,before you judge and teachthe people. 


Eayf-:%% Toithe Lawand io the Teſtimony x, theſe will in- 


forme you the will of God, which is the higheſt 
law and perfect rule to examine ruth, to mes- 
ſure juſtice, and to marntarvepeace; which though 
they flow from that pure and eternall fountaine 
of eſſentiall truth, juſtice, and peace, moſt clear- 
ly and plentifully in the conduit of his VVord ; 
yet arercady to contratt much ſoil and dregs in 
the veſſels of mens hearts, and courſe of humane 
ations ; ſo that the beſt have necd often to refine 
and renew their minds, by a freſh information of 
their judgements,concerning the will of God, 
and reſolution of their wills to doe it. 
His Vord,no doudt,teacheth rhe #eft polttreks, 
his preceprt and example ſhew the happieft plat- 
forme of government,whoſe almighty power is fo 
rempered with wiledome and goodnefle, That as 
he made at firſt the ſtare and frame of all things 
ſull of beauty,order, and harmony, by number, 
weight,and meaſure ; fo he ſtill preſerves and go- 
vernes the greart'Common-wealth of all creatures 
in heaven andearth, with that juſt proportion of 
| power. 
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power and goodnefle,as keeps the generall peace 
of things; and keepes off chat confuſionto which 
the variety and contrariety of particular natures 
ſeemeto tend, So that who ſo will judge andgo- 
verne aright, ſhall not need touſe thoſe Macbra- 
wellian engines, lying, fraud, fimulation and in- 
juſtice z myſter:es indeed not of true policy, but of 
me quity, unreaſonable reaſons of tate, which the 
imporency and folly of wicked men pretend as 
neceſſary ; when indeed &ey rend not to the e- 
ſtabliſhing but undermining of States, andruine 
both of governours andgoverned. 

We reed goe no further than this Text. to ſee 
what God requires and teacheth us as beſt, and 
neceſhary for the well ordering of humane ſocie- 
ties; both for privare and publi,keor judiciary pro- 
ceedings. 

1 In private , thatevery one ſpeake the truth 
to his neighbour ; this would flop many injuries 


# 


and complaints with which the publite courts are 
peſtred. 

2 Inpublike and judiciary proceedings z every 
one promote the execution of truth and peace 
in the gates. 

I The people and governed. By their preſence, 
obedience, aſſiſtance, by their teſtimony and evi- 
dence of word and oath for the ſearch and finding 
out Of truth. Bytheir hands and power for the 
maintaining of peace both in the ſafety ofthe 
perſon of : A iſtrate, and executionof that 

uli ſenterce which they give. 

2 The Maziſlrate and perſons coverning , t by 

| G their 
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their knowledge of what is judgement and 

juſtice, 2. By their authority and power, to exe- 

cute what they know 18 juſt. 3. By their inre- | 

grity in the execution, according to truth and 4 
ace. 

For theſe three things are ( you know ) neceſſa- 
ry in Magiſtrates, and thoſe mores Dr7, 1aferiour 
mortall goat: : 

1- Skill to governe power. 2, Power to arme 
their $kill. 3. #/:4 @ acuate both uprightly : 
That ncither 7gn0raxce breed error, and ſo in- 
juſtice : nor weakneſſe, contempt and oppoſition : 
nor corruptneſſe, in jury and oppreſhon. } 

What is knowledge of truth and equity, if 


What is $kill, courage, and conſcience, if | 
-ſtitute of power, to execute what they know, 
and decree ? 
Fundamentum pacis veritas ,ſflabilrmentum utriuſ. | 
que poreft.s ; Truth is the {oundation of peace, 
and power the ſupport of both truth, and peace, | 
which without authority grow feeble, and de- | 
ſpiſed : as authority not grounded upon equity, l 
and guided by truth, proves violence, tyranny, and 
_ oppreſſion; and becommeth not a file, we, and | 
ſcbreene to ſeparate the ruſt from the metall, the | 
bran from the flowre, the chaffe from the graine, ky 
the vile and refuſe from the choice and precious 
bur mela, & malleus plebis, the maul and mill, : 
that violently and promiſcuouſly grindes and 
beats to peices all that comes under its rigour, | 
and weight, | 
Your 
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Your Honours and wiſedomes I preſume are 
provided with all three, 

Power and authority, T am ſure.you have the 
higheſt and amplelt from the King of Heaven, 
by the mediate appointment of our gracious King 
on earth. 

Skill, and knowledge you bave through Gods 
bleſſing by the ſtudy and experience in the /awes, 

Vprightneſſe and mmtegrity, we charitably pray, 
and hope you have from the grace of God, and 

the tenderneſle of your owne conſciences, 

Indeed you have all from God, whoſe word 
bath ordained your porer, and regulated this by 
juſt /aw, and exaRts a conſcience in executing 
theſe lawes. 

So that by attending to Gods word you may 
confirme your authority, encreaſe your know- 
ledge, and incite your conſciences, 

The judgement in all points is the I ords : as 
poxer, juſtice.and truth in your judgements flow 
from him ; ſo will they, as revers, returne back to 
him in yourreckonings and accounts. 

Happy is it when every ove of theſe, as ſo ma- 
ny rivulets, contribute their ſtrength to the pub- 
lick current of juſtice z that ſo judgement may 
runne downe,#s a noble and mighty (treame and know 
no ſtop orreliſtance. 

That every one being a [over of truth and peace, 
the firſt and ſevereſt cenſurer and judge of biun- 
ſelfe, and his owne ations; you may with the 
more patience and cheerfulneſſe attend to what 
I ſhall out of Gods word with all modeſty and due 
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obſervance, but yet truth and faithfulneſſe endea- 
vour by the diſcharge of my owne conſcience, 
to inſorme ſome, to reforme others, and at leaſt 
to copfirme yours, by ſtirring up your prudene 
mindes by way of remembrance of what is juſt 
and true, and tends to your owne and others 
peace. 

W hich ſince you know, and have authority to 
doc, happy are you if you doe them, 

Theſe are the things you ſhall doe, (fc. 

Two things are conliderable in the words. 

I. The forme of the charge or command, Theſe 
are the things yee ſhall doe. 

2. The duty or matter. 

1, Private, perſonall, and univerſall to all men, 
ſpeak every man the truth to his neighbour, 

2, Publick, politicall, and ſpeciall to Ma- 
giſtrates ; Execute the judgement of truth and peace 
£3 your gates, 

We will begin with the dut:es themſelves, and 
reſerve the forme of the command to the laſt 
place, when wee ſhall apply the duties to every 
one as they concerne them. 

1. The firſt branch of the duty and command is 
private, perſonall, and univerſall to all men, 

Veriloquenttia.) Speak yee the truth every man to 
bis neighbour, 

1. What we muſt doe, ſpeak the trath. 

2, Who, every man, 

3- To whom, to bu nergbbour, 

L. Speak the truth : 

Man. is, Cwor aodinwery a lociable Creature... 

Speech 
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Speech is the meanes of ſociety and commerce. 


The common change and coyne, The mine of 
truth is Gods, the mint and coyuage of it, Speech 
muſt have his Image and ſuperſcription, the 
ſtamp and impreſſion of truth, It is capitall ot- 
fence of the higheſt Majeſty to counterfeit or fal- 
fe this by a lie. 

By Rea/on we come neere the _ $; by reaſon 
and ſpeech both wee exceed the beafts; by truth 
ſpeaking we come neereſt to God, and get fartheſt 
from the Devil, the father of lres. 

Speech js the peculiar glory of men, and veracity 
of good men, and Chriſtians : It is the glory of 
God that his nord js truth, agreeing with his eter- 
nall minde and intention, The glory of man is 
tO come necreſt God, 

Speech js the glaſſe and refletion of our ſoules : 
words arete charaters, Ambaſſidors, and Inter- 
preters of our mindes, which muſt give by a ue 
refleRion, a true information of our meaning to 
others, 

The ſoule of words rs truth, ſeparated from that 
they are «oe 242» cadaueroja yerba, TOKEN, COr- 
rupt, and unſavory words, 

Tocommend Truth in knowing or ſpeaking, 
is to commend the Sun; Sol eſt lux mundi, veri- 
Fas mentis, 

As the Sun ſeated in the heaven, from thence 
derives his beames to all things : ſo wth is 
placed in the heaven of man, the underſtanding, 
from thence it muſt ſhine forth into our words.. 
As light is to our eyes, ſor guiding our ſleps x, ſa ts 
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truth to our tongues, for ordering our ſpeech, Solem 
e munao tollunt, quit veritatem e verbus, 

Feritas celeſte mentis pabulum,, Truth js that 
pure, heavenly, and immortall food of the reaſon- 
able foule. A Lrar feeds on the duſt. as the Ser- 
pents curſe, nay on the «ſhes of hell, 

He that is 1n an err, is inan ecclipſe or miſt, 
throughthe common imbecillity of humane un- 
derſtanding : but he that is in a way of ly:ng, is 
in a z:ght of utter darkneile, in the chaines of 
evcrlafting darkneſle, with the Devilland his An- 
gels, He carries his Devil and lying ſpirit about 
him, as Ahabs falſe Prophets, and hrs Hel within 
him in his conſcience. 

Giving the lie is,in point of honour, an offenſe 
of the higheſt nature ro ingenuous mindes , be- 
cauſe it reproacheth a man cither of Athieſme, or 
extreme baſeneſſe and cowardize; rhat cither he 
ownes no God,or which is worſe, feares more to 
offend man than God, nor daring to ſpeak the 
truth, 

Syneſius de Regno moſt elegantly, 5 Z axilea 
a 9s Riv wykruny Truth is the honour and noble- 
nefle of words, and it argues a generous minde 
to ſpeak it: though alone, yet truth, as the Sun is 
faire; though dſr leaſing (& odium parit ) though 
dangerous, grande preſagium malt ( as Lattant.) 
though deſperate, witamque impendere vero; Nec 
propter vitam Vivend: perdere cauſam : It is folly 
ro preferre life before the end of life, which is the 
knoxwing, love, and manifeſting of truth, 

Speak it therefore, and feare not, Yeritas nthil 
erubeſctt, 
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erubeſcit, niſi ſolum abſconds : Truth is aſhamed 
of nothing bur to be hidden. 

But let it be Verum, rot werifimile, not proba- 
bile, but certum 7 compertum, >4/191 ingyro'y 2 C\CETC 
pregnant and well aſſured :r7ath, not what is 
taken upon flying rumors, ſuſpitions, Or envious 
diſafketions, For to affirme as ccrtaine, what is 
dubious,and only probable,is out of doubt alie. 

Wee muſt nor, like Balaams Aﬀe, {peak what 
wee underſtand not, nor affirme what wee know 
nor. 

Therefore our ſpeech muſt not be raſh, preci- 
pitanr,tumultuary, and paſſionate z but calme, and 
deliberate, iſſuing from a heart without prejudice, 
partiality, or injuſt intereſts ; as ſilver ſtreames 
from a chryſtall fountaine, flowing without any 
mud or tinture of malice, or oblique and ſiniſter 
defines. 

Our m/ndes alſo muſt be prudent, ſteddy, and 
reſerved, not n-5vr«9G;, credulous, like ſoft wax 
taking eaſily any impreſſions. That of Eprichar- 
mu iS ſafe, Na 94 X, Us WING? emcoriy * " f.p5pa Tat ma Þ 6, wa y. 
Keepalwayes the reines and curb of diffidence and 
ſobriety in thy minde and tongue, 

Auiparcs n eitta mar) Tuir remit, the 
way to truth hath many turnings, and needs a 
capacious minde to finde out the right. Speak 
not what the (hew and ſuperficies.or Skin preſents, 
but what the inſide, ſubtance,and marrow of things 
diſcover to our judgements, 

T here is veritas entis, que eſt mentis que Vide- 


tur, The firſt we muſt alwayes ſeck to _ 
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The ſecond we maſt not faile to affirme : elſe ir 
is a lic, py th defines , mendaczum eſt 
cum lingua arp terpres a ſenſu  cogitatione 
drſcordat, When tfferongue agrees not with 
thoughts, VR 

S. Auſtin tels us : & non vera fideliter, & vera” 
1+:fideliter dict peſſunt, A man may ſpeak what: 
is truth, yer falfly ; and what is falſe, yettruly : 
ſuch a one is not mendax, but temerarims x nec tam 
fallit quam fallitar : hee is not a har , buta raſb 
ſpeaker, 

The rule is, Cum cogitare ſecundum veritatem 
ſemper now poſſumus, at loqnamur ſecundum cogitas 
ta : Our firſt happineſſe and care is to conforme 
our thoughts to the truth of things ; our ſecond, 
to conforme our words to the truth of our 
thoughts, 

Multi tedio inveſligande weritatis ad proxtimos 
artertunt errores ; Many out of a lazy, or credu- 
lous diſpoſition, think ic tedious to ſearch our 
the way of truth, and fo turne to the next and 
caſieſt path oferror and probabilities: » ox-ma- 
Yung mal n= dandmorgey Cururris » AS T huc tdides 
ſpeaks ; What wee know uncertainly, ſpeak not 
as certaine © what wee know afluredly, ſpeak not 
as dubious, and with ſuſpence, and by halfes, 

For, as wee muſt ſpeak truth only ; ſo the whole 
truth, when expeRed and required, 

Quantum ſupprimitur quejite veritatis, ſupplet 
men7acium 4 As much as wee defalk, or ſmother, 
of an inquired. Truth, which wee pretend fully ro 
diicover, wee make vp by a tact: Lye, Which is 
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an interpretative denyall of Truth, 

When thou knoweſt and believeſt a t7=th, in 
ordinary converſe, it isenough to ſpeak it ; no 
more 1s required of thee. Therefore not ſweare 
the truth, Truth hath native ſtrength ſufficient, 
and needs not the volleys or barricadoes of oaths 
and imprecations. 

Swearing is more than Cod requires, or truth 
needs, or ingenuous mindes will exa&; or will 
conſiſt with thy peace and a good conſcience. 

Let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay; what 1s 
more than theſe # ſinne : Thar is the ſimplicity 
and plainnefle of our Saviours preſcriprs, and 
bounds of ſpeak ing, even Truth ir ſelfe, 

Sweare not at all, no not to the truth, in ordinary 
and familiar converſe, except in weighty matters 
of great concernment in private , Or in publike 


Mat.”. 3. 


and judiciary atteſtations, when called to it. Ne 4yg.q. 
jurandi facilitate in perjurium prolabamur, precep- tz. :24: 


tum eſt, ne juremus omnino ; Hee isin the confines 
and next ſtep to falſe-ſwearing, and perjury,who 
accuſtomes himſelfe to ſweare, though truly, in 
triviall matters, 

Bon viro conflans vita loco juraments eft , The 
credit and fairhfulneſle of an honeſt man, hath 
the force of an. oath. 

Lyars only neede to ſweare, and for the molt 
partdoe ; whoſe vanity or falſity hath bred them 
this juſt uchappineſſe, that when they ſpeak the 
truth, they think they ſhall not be believed, un- 
leſle they ſweare it : Though hee that deſerves 
tO bee disbelieved in his :rrwtb ſpeaking , merits 
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not beliefe, though-he ſweare z For, if hee feare 
nor a lye, hee will not anoath. 

This cuſtomary {wearing is not more vaine 
and necdleſſe, than a ſpreading and epidemica}l 
evill, fuch as the Land mournes under, being 
growne to that which Salvian complaines of, in 
his time ; Non cr1minits, ſed ſermons genus per De- 


, wm,per Chriitum jurare, conſuetudine jurand!i Uis 
- detur : Swearing ſeemes to moſt, not a hainous 


and weighty ſin, but a formality and comple- 
ment ot ſpeech, through the cuſtome and com» 
monneſle of ſwearing. 'H us caidna tavrls ulu de; 
Truth is of it ſelfe cleere enough , and needs not the 
webhemence and aſſeveration of an oath : Which 
renders it more ſuſpeted , and the hearer more 
difident,when he ſees one fears not an oath, nor 
makes conſcience of vaine ſwearing, which is a 
fin as well as lying. 

As wee need bur ſpeak it, ſo ſpeak it plarnly 
and cleerly, Truth, like the Sun, joyes moſt in it 
ſelfe ; its owne openneſle, ſimplicity and cleere- 
nefle : as wee ougbt not to ſweare it, fo wee muſt 
not with multitude of words clog and cumber 
it; ſtudying rather to cloud and involve it, than 
to cleere and explaine it, which is theend of 
ſpeech. The contrary is but the cunning and ar- 
tifice of many, who, though they dare not 
( wy 74 42x ) flatly, and with open forehead 
fight againſt Truth, yer with their ( ET UL 
agus ayes Socrates ſpeaks ) fetches, dre(- 
ſes, ambages, circles, labarynths, perplexed and 
purpoſely intricate termes and diſcourſes, they 
obliquely 
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obliquely fight againſt the Truth with its owne 
armes, Eloquence : ſtudying ro confound and 
loſe the capacities of ſimpler minds , by uſing a 
ſea of words to a drop of truth, 

Such tongues and men,like /gres fatur, intend 
not to give light roa matter, but only to amuſe 
and lead outof the right way, ignorant and well 
meaning minds : Which 1s indeed buta more 
ſubrill, fine, and ſophiſticall way of lying : An 
injury of juſtice and truth with applauſe and 
oſtentation z which they hope to ſteale away,in 
that miſt and obſcurity of words, which by their 
__ and jugling rongues they caſt upon 
them, 

T he praQice and fault not ſo much of private 
men, 2s of thoſe Tertulluſſes, many publike Ora- 
tors; whoſe profeſſioncals themto the barre, and 
pleas, tobe Y indices veritats, Advocatesof truth , £ 
and juſtice ; whoſe unhappy tongues, and perni- .a..7. 5, 
cious eloquence, oft times ſo darken and entan- 
gle rruth and a juſt cauſe , which they know ro 
be ſuch, that they gaine it with as much injuſtice 
as eloquence; whoſe mercenary and venall ſovles 
and tongues, count their greateſt fee and reward 
to come from the purſes of their clyents , not 
from the conſcience of aſſerting a truth, and vin- 
dicating a juſt cauſe. 

Certainly,it had been a bleſſing totheſe men, 
tO have been dumbe , better xet ſpeak at all, than 
rot the truth; or with applauſe and vaive glory, 
to ſpeak nothing but ſpecious and plauſible lies. 

Thefe are not Pleaders, but Seducers x; as Ber- 
H 2 nard, 
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nard, Bonorum ingeniorum inſignis et indoles in 
verbs verum amare, xon verb: Itargues a minde 
not lefle ingenuous than-pious, to: make words 
ſubſervient to truth z not to ſubdue and captivate 
truthto words: To count the clearing and pre- 
vailing of truth rhe nobleſt reward of ſpeaking, 
not to make truth the booty and prey of ſpeech. 
Veritas ſepe offuſcatur eloquentia : That power 
ard prevalency of ſpeaking that ſome men have, 
ſhould be as bellowes, «r-{w 7451 , tu blow up,and 
reſuſcirate toa flame: and ſplendor, the ſparks of 
an obſcured truth ; not to damp and oppreſle 
them, by caſting the aſhes and (oor of dry and 
empty words upon them. 

This then is our common duty, to ſpeak the 
truth ; a knowne, at leaſt a beleeved truth, freely 
and fully, without feare or partiality : S:1mply and 
nakecly , without ſwearing and imprecations: 
Candidly and ingenuouſly without artifice or ſtu- 
died obſcurity. 

2 Whoz Everyman: No man hath a Patent 
or priviledge to lic; or a diſpenſation for truth 
ſpeaking in any cauſe whatſoever. 

Not for h:mſel/e or any advantage may accrew 
tohim: Mendacium ſemper inutile, A lvarisal- 
wayesSa loſer; for he fels rhetruth and his ſoute 
into the bargaive, when the whole world cannat 
countervailecirher of them. 

Not for his friend which isas his owne ſoule : 
Nemo pate#t ef/e veraciier amicws hominis, niſi qui 
farrit primitus veritatss : Hee will eaſily prove a 


falſe friend, that will falſifie the truth for his 
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friend, Magis amica veritas , mult bee a 

mans Maxime : Hee that is falſe ro God, cannor 
bee firme to mee ; as Conſtantine the Great ſaid. 
That friend that will bee loſt by truth ſpeaking, 
or not lying, 1s not worth the keeping, Hee va- 
lues his friendſhip far too deare, that will have 
mee purchaſe it with the waſte of my conſcience, 
and hazardof the love of God and loſſe of my 
ſoule 

Not for Parents or kindred : Our neereſt alli- 
ance and cognation is to God z «+ ws zag furl; 4g 
wu», whoſe eflence and will is Truth ; His off-ſring 
wee are ; we muſt not break our reſpe&s to Him, 
to pleaſure any relations, which are infinitely be- 
low Him. 

Not for the Magiitrate, orbis Prince: A 
good Prince will not require it z an evill doth 
not deſerve that a man thould fo far injure his 
ſoule, by rebelliog. againſt rhe moſt High, 
whoſe Kingdome is over all, even Kings them- 
ſelves, 

Not for his Cowntrey : By lying to baniſh a 
mans ſelte from heaven, which is a Chriſtian 
ſoules true, deareſt, and erernall Countrey. 

Not for his Kel:g10n :; A. lye cannot advance 
true religion, no more than water enflame fire,or 
darkneſfle illuſtrate light, or hell promote hea- 
ven. Ir isa lame religion, ora balring hearr at 
leaſt, which profeſſeth it ſo, as to ſtand in necd 
of the crutches of lying and equivocation, 

Not for God bimſelfs, and his glory z Whereof 
bee is (o vigilant and powertull a maintainer; 
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that hee needs notthe Devils ayde. Pl yer ar- 
cept the perſon of the Almighty, or the for bim? 
Doe you think to ſerve him by ſinning againſt 
him, or pleaſe him by offering an abomination ? 
This is as if one would pretend to ſecure a Prince 
by treaſon 3 or defend him by ſtrikiog at him: 
For every {jar doth ſtrike at the face of God, 
which is, Truth; by which hee appeares to us, 
and is feene by us, 

Nay not for 77th it felfe ; which cannot be 
ſtrengthened, but enfeebled and hindered by the 
addition of a lye: as a ſtrong and found arme 
or leg, by needlefle ſplinters and bands: or who!e- 
ſome meat, by mixture and infuſion of poyſon. 
Mendactorum natura ett , ut coberere non of unt ; 
Lies cannot eafily bee ſo glued or fodered toge- 
ther, but their flawes and gapings will bee de- 
rected : much lefſe Truth and Lies ; which are 
more beterogeneall, than iron and clay : old bot- 
tles and new wine: a new piece and an old gar- 
ment. What agreement bath light and darkneſſe, 
God and Beliall £ 

So that it is every mans duty, in all the courſe 
and turnings of life, to fleere his ſpeech by the 
Compaſſe of Truth , which by a heavenly ſympa- 
thy, tends it ſelfe, and muſt alwayes carry us to 
that Cynoſure, the firit and immoveable Pole of 
Truth, which is in God. 

Lying and falſity is the rich and Noble mans 
ſhame and diſhonour : 7 ruth and veracity is the 
meaneſt mans riches and glory. The greatneſle 
of the one will not beare him out in lying; 
nor 
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nor the neceſſity of the other excuſe him. 
Veritas anime (ponſs: Every reaſonable crea- 
wreſhould bee aftianced and wedded to trurh, by 
ſofirme and indifſoluble a band, as will ſuffer no 
eſtrangement ; much leſfle divorce. It is the adul- 
tery of the ſoule to embrace an error ; andofthe 
lips to ſpeak a lie. 

Every man mu#t ſpeak truth : So rauch as wee 
lie, wee are not mez, that is, the ſons of God and 
Truth ; bur devils, the children of him, whois 
the father of lies and liars. 

3 To whom? To his Neighbour, But who is my 
Neighbour > Whomſoever the affaires of life, 
and civill converſation doe joyne us unto. In- 
deed weeare all, Proxim: natur}, neere Neigh- 
bours by the proximity of common nature,of the 
ſame ſtock and extraftion. More neerly wee are 
Neighbours, by the conſent and fruition of the 
ſame Lawes,Countrey, Government, Common- 
wealth and publike good. Many are neighbours 
by a vicinity of place and cohabitation : many 
by community of buſinefle and employment. As 
wee are Chriſtians, wee are all Proxim! Religrione, 
Fide, Numtne, Redemptore, and ſhould bee affet« 
& charttate, wee have a necreneſle, nay ſameneſſe 
of Religion, God, Saviour, Faith, Hope, And af- 
fetion oneto another. 

Theſe are obligations enough of necrneſle 
and vicinity to tye us each toother , underthe 
relation of Neighbours ; whenthe leaſt of them 
may not bee violated witha lie , wichout a great 
fin and unyorthinefle. Wee may not lie to 2 
8 ſtrapger, 
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ſtranger, an enimy, a heathen, a Turk, an Infide), 
a Lyar,nor to the Devill himſelfe ; wee may rot 
pay bim in his owne coyne, no more than the 
Archavgel 44#chael durſt give him railing accu- 
ſation; though hee bee idCa@, a rayler, and 
falſe accuſer. 

Certainly, nothing is leſle neighbourly than 
lying : for what truſt, aftiance or ſecurity, can 
one bave in another, if one cannot believe what 


. another promiſes, affirmes, or denyes. 


(ommune vinculum tndjgentia , The common 


;tye of ſociety is the mutuall want of each other ; 


and, The common enterchange of good offices 
is inthe way of truth-ſpeakirg.Elſe every neigh- 
bour is 1nſidiator & hoiti, an enimy; and the 
more dangerous ; becauſe neere and treache- 
rous. Better dwell in a Wilderneſſe than ſuch a 
vicinity, 

The &0t and ſurnme, that folds up all che ſe- 
cond Table,isthis,7 love thy neighbour as thy [elfe; 
Now, nemo litenter dicipitur, Falli nolunt qui fal. 
lere amant, adeo rationalis natura errorem refugit : 


* Every man hates a lye in another, ſo much as he 


loves himſelfe. No man loves you ſhould lye to 
bim, though himſelfe lies never ſo frequently, 
no more than a thiefe will like you ſhould ſteale 
from himſelfe. 

Doe then 45 wee would bee done to, that is, well 
and juſtly : And, ſpeak as you would bee ſpoken to , 
that is, Every man the truth to his neighbour, 
E'xgre Banus Gpds 31) Tag paris x, dineucotrns Wnxars OC ; 
The Standard of equity and vertue God _ 

cr 
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ſet in every mans owre reaſon and conſcienceto 
meaſure by it to others, (o as hee would they 
ſhould mete to him. If but this one branch of ir, 
(intruth ſpeaking) were conſcientiouſly obſcr- 
ved, wee ſhould not have ſo many contentions, 
which call for publike examination and execu- 
tion of truth ; for lying breeds injuries. Hee 
that feares not to offend God by lying, will nor 
feare to offend man by de raving: whence ſpring 


$7 


ſo many ſuirs and quarrels. Every man, though _ 


hee cannot judge what is £44 juſt, in m/neand \ 


thize, yet hee may, of what is verum, in regard 
of his owne thoughts; which needs no orher 
Court, Witnefle or Judge, than his owne con- 
ſcience, for the ſpeaking of it. 

Neither private nor publike good can flouriſh, 
if this commerce of Truth-(peaking to our neigh- 
bour faile and decay. Which if in daily and do- 
meſtick converſe ir muſt bee maintained ; how 
much more in poblike atte/t ations, when by word 
or oath, wee are called forth as #:tneſſes or [u- 
rors to ſpeak the truth , not only to our neigh- 
bour , bur to the face of our Countrey , tO Our 
Prince; to the law ; to juſtice it ſelfe; and ina 
bigh degree to the glory of God ? as 7oſhus per- 
ſwades Achas to give glory to God, by telling 
the truth : by which the execution of the judge- 
ment of Truth and Peace may be promoted ; and 
the common good advarced by a juſt puniſh- 
ment of the wicked, and abſolviog of rhe inno- 
cent. 


Putlike lies are impudent and enormous lies : 
I when 
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when death and life, juſtice and injuſtice are inthe 
power of the tongue : Bur a lie upon oath, is beyond 
expreſſion abominable ro God and man. Inthis, 
if in any ſin/men exceed the devils z whom wee 
read of, notorious for lying, butnot for perjury 
a5 never having the honourto bee calledto wit- 
neſſea truth, with the invocation of the Name 
and Majeſty of God. 

Perjurium ef mendacium ſacrilegum , That's 
the definition of perjuryy it is 4 ſacrslegious lie: 
Which beſides the falſiry, ſeeks to rob his »ergh- 
bour of his right and innocency y the law and 
juſtice of a due debt of puniſhment,which every 
malefaor owes: robs the Xing, Countrey, and 
Common-weale of fafety,and God of his glory ; 
who is juſtified in his providence, when fin is de- 
teted, condemned and puniſhed. 

A fin out of meaſure ſfinfull : while a man,open- 
ly, deliberately, ſolemnely , upon the word of 
Cod, pretends to call God to witneſle of his 
truth ſpeaking, when hee meanes nothing leſle. 
St. Auguttinetels us, It isalefle fin to ſweare by 
a falſe God, truly; than by the rue God, falſly: 
Hee is neerer piety, who ownes and feares a falſe 
God ; than hee that denyes the only true, and fo 
all Gods : yet hee that denyes the true God, is 
lefle wicked than hee that deſpiſerh and blaſ- 
pms him; as aperjuredperſon doth , while 

ee endeavours ſo much as lies in him, to make 
the true God, his omniſcience and power, an 
abettor and maintainer of his lye and falſity. 
E uanth mags ſantium ett per quod juratur, tanto 

mas is 


before the I udyes, 


magzis penaleperjurium, So that,as Truth ſpeaking 
is requiredofevery man to his neighbour in pri- 
vate; ſo much more in publike ſpeaking ; and 
moſt of all in ſolemne and publike ſwearing be- 
fore the Magiſtrate: Where one falſe witneſſe 
and falſe ſwearer may ſo plunder a truth, and 
ſnarle a cauſe, that it will bee hard for the Judge 
to finde the true method to unwinde it. 

The truth and religion of an Oath is then fulfilled, 
when be that 5 lanfully called to ſmeare, doth ſo ſwear, 
as 1s not only agreeable to his owne knowledge, with- 
out equitocation or reſeruation , and tothe forme of 
words in which the Oath ts aaminiftred z but alſo to 
the meaning and purpoſe of the Magiſtrate that re- 
quires him to ſweare , ſo farre as hee doth concerve 
it, Which is S. Augu#ines determitiation , in 
his Epiit.224. 

But 1 may not inſiſt on this theame, of Swear- 
ing. I havedone with the firſt part of the duty, 
Veracity; fo farre as concernes all men in a pri- 
vate, Or publike way, ſo as may further the exe- 
cution of truth and peace in the gates ; towhich 

wee are in a good forwardneſle, if the firſt be lear- 
ned and practiſed, 


2. The Magiſtrates duty in ſpeciall ; 
E xecute the judgement of Truth and Peace&c, 


T His, alchough it bee for every mans good, 
yet isnot every mans worke z but choſen men, 


_—_— lawfull authority , as 4ſoſes at firſt 
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No man may arrogate this vice-gerency of 
God, except hee bee called by God immediate- 
ly, or his vice-gerent Power on earth, That was 
Lucifer's pride, forwardnefle and fall, that hee 
would bee ſim lis Alt: ſimo,exalr himſelfe. Chriſt 
refuſerh this employment , becauſe hee had no 


....., Commiſſion from humane power : #ho made me 


& Tudre? Abſalem's ambition was nor growre ſo 
violent, and paſt all bounds of modelity and re- 
ſpc&ro his Parent, Prince nc Countrey, as to 
aſlume this Office to himſclic ; bur wiſheth, O 


z Sam,'s-that I were wade a ludge! In placesof Eccleſi- 


aſticall and Civill judicature, the forwarde#t are 
, ſeldome the fittect, Wiſe, grave, and conſcien- 
tious men, who beſt underſtand the weight and 
charge of publike cxecution of Juſtice, are wil- 
livg enough to waie it, as ſeeing no lefle burden 
than honour in it. But Thoſe rhat are called,muſt 
not bee wanting to God, the King, their Coun- 
trey, their owne Conſcicnces ; but muit exe- 
cute, 

1 It muſtbe 7udgemert, Not what their owne 
or others ps lion,will, power,or pleaſure ſuggeſts; 
but what Reaſon ſees ſecund;m normam leg uagree- 
able to the rule of the Law : which is the com- 
mon vore, 2nd conſent of men to Reaſon, 

Tudex non ju dat , ſed docet ; Iudges doe not 
give Lawes, bur teac},declare,and execute them, 
Plato (ith , That State will flouriſh, where 2fa- 
giſtrates ſerve the Lawes, not Lawes the turne of the 
Magiitrate, who may not change licet into libet, 


6.4. TheMagiſtrate is but Niu: iwvz;& , as hee (ayes. 


af. 
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of Moſes, the mouth by which the Law doth 
breath. 

Tudicium 4 judicando : Tudgement muſt pro- 
ceed from a ſerious and deliberate examining of 
matters, ſecundum allegata & probata: It is but the 
produR, or juſt account which ariſeth from the 
witneſſe of perſons, preſumption of circumſtan- 
ces, and evidence of things, which muſt bee 
weighed in the balance of Inſtice : In the one 
ſcale whereof, is laid the weight of the Law 
( pondw lezts ;) in the other ( ponars cauſe) the 
merit of the caſe, fa, or perſon. 
Though Juſtice muſt bee coc2 1p exequendo, im- 

rtially blinde in executing; yet it muſt bee oc#- 

ata in dijudicando, moſt eagle-eyd, and acute- 

ſighted in ſearching out a matter. 

1he matter I knew not, 1 ſearched out, 

As Iheare I judge, and my judgement ts juit, 


Deſcerdam ut tideams God himſelfe, who is 6:1 .15, 21 


omniſcicnt, and 43, teacheth us by his 
flowneſle, not to procced to execution till wee 
have a manifeſt cognoiſance of things by a faire, 
free,and calme hearing of matterson both ſides : 
elſe (you know) Though a /udge may in his fen- 
tence hit on the right, yet hee merits the brand 
of an unrighteous Judge: Though the derr/ion 
be juſt, yet the Deczder 1s not ; Doth our law con. 


demne any man before it heare him? There muſt [99.7.51; 


bee PERTT, before apires 3 and xciors before vet Tet Kp10nG ? 

A bearing with patience and judgement, before 
the executing of judgement. 

Judges muſt bee ſcrutatores, indagatores, wire: 
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decretorii, men of piercing,judicious,and diſcern- 
ing ſpirits; for, Veritas 1m profundo, difts, fafi, 
corde : Truth doth ſellome ſwim and float in the 
ſurface ; but is hidden and ſunke in the bottome 
of the words, ations, and hearts of men : The 

had need to bee «rimatores, men of proſound and 
diving mindes , that get this Pearle. Judge nor 
according to the arpearance, tut judge righteous 


101: judgement. 


Truth indeed, as God, is but Oe ; yet falſitics 
andpretentions (like Penelopes ſutors) are many, 
and ſhape themſelves into diverſe tormes and 
{mblances of Truth. As, Omne malum fundatur 
in aliquo bono, ſo all fallicy and injuſtice pretends 
a ſhew of trath, and pleads for the proteion 
of juſtice z and may eaſily impofeupon a careleſle, 
drowſic, and oſcitant Judge , that hath not his 
underſtanding and conſcience vigilant and inten- 


tive. 
| A Judge ( {faith Baſil) muſt have & upiCig , vetmvery 
Tis diaries © needs bee a Critick 5 of ſharp and 
exaQ underſtanding , to diſcerne betweene man 
and mar. cauſe and cauſe, juſt and unjuſt, true and 
vereſfimilous, falſe and ſpecious , betweene the 
confidence of accuſing ordenying, and the truth 
or falſtty of the accuſation, betweene the mo- 
deſty or rudeneſle of the defendant,and the inno- 
cency of his cauſe; betweene the weight of the 
complaint, and the malice or euvie of the plain- 
tiffe : For ifit ſuftic toaccuſe boldly, who ſhall 
be innocent ? If rodeny roundly, who ſhallbe 
guilty ? 
-»- Aſpice 
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wn Aſpice quanta Lit en, 
Voce negat, quanta et fit conjtantia wtulty, 


Ofc times the falſe confidence of the worſer 
part, and that, proſtitute vocs venalis audacia, as 
Cyprian, bired impudence of voluble rongues, 
which are ( Lenones injuititie) the Bauds and 
Randars to injuſtice, are ready to carry it with a 
braſen forehead, and Stertorian voyce. 

Oa theother ſide, Rightand Innocence is rea- 
dy to betray it ſelfe, through a rudeneſſe, fim- 
plicity and diffidence of minde, carriage and ex- 
preſſion. Quibus boneit ior conſcientia, 1s plerum. 
que frons imbecillior : Innocence isofren timorous, 
uneloquent, unexpert in termes and formalities 
to explaine it ſelfe, when Diſhoneſty,like Tamar, 
is oft vailed witha mask of faire words ; and a 
ſmooth tongue gilds overa rotten caule, 

A Judge, here, muſt bee eyes to the blinae, and '” 7577 
ſhew himſelfe judicious, to have ſtudied men as 
well as bookes ; and like Solomon, by his wiſe- 
dome, repreſle the impaudent guiltineſſe of the one 
part, and relieve the d:ffident innocence of the 
other. Hee muſt not bee (--wozizar&) carried 
away with a ſtreame of words z or like P ;gmalion 
preferre an adorned ſtatue, before a naked, yet 
true and living man. A Judge mult be, as Chriſt, 
with bit fan in bis hand chroughly to purge bis floor ;, 4.4... 
where chaffte and wheat, injury and innocence, 
juſtice and injuſtice, rruth and falſicy, promiſcu-+ 
ouſly lye before him: His juſt clemency muſt 
gathcr 
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gather the wheatto a ſafety ; his juſt ſeverity muſt 
ſcatter and conſume the chaffe, with condigne 
puniſhmear. 

Tudgement thus carricd will havethe Two qua- 
lities in the Textzof Truth and Peace, 

1 Of Truth: that is. a True and juſt Judge- 
ment ; For Truth and Juſtice arc equivalent, and 
inſeparably twiſted rogerher , 2x foro, in Courts 
and deciſions of right. What is falſe mutt needs 
bee unjuſt ; what is juſt muſt bee true. Truth & 
the ſoundation of Equity, 

Truth tz Indgement,is, The conformity or agree- 
ment of the ſentence and deciſion with the minde of 
the Law, under it ood by the Indge : viu@ mgg th riueye 
The intent of the Law is, Suum carque tribuere ; 
a 7udge muſt faithfully afſigne to everyone that 
portion which rhe Law doth give them, in the 
true and literall ſenſe and meaning of it, without 
warping, or ſtraining the words by witty con- 
ceits, and curioſity ot interpretation, beyond the 
intent of the Law, or analogy of Juſtice , which 
is, Reaſon : neither girding roo ſtrait by rigour, 
nor /lackning too loofly by indulgence,the words, 
which are but ( ve/t::as legis) rhe clothing of 
the Law. 

Peſſima tyrannis lex tx equuleo ; Lawes by the 
tyranny of wir, may be ſo rack d and tortured, to 
ſuch forced conſtructions , that they may ſeeme 
to ſpeak that which they never intended, Ob- 
ſcure and ambiguous Lazes are the ſnares of a 
people zand the dens or refuge of tyranxy, like 
Aacipites gladii, two-edged ſwords, that _ = 

| 
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both fides ; having no back whereon Innocence 
may ſafely rely. '1 herefore EnaQters of Lawes 
have endeavoured in plaine and perſpicuous 
words, to ſet downe their meaning ; according 
to which, Judgement mu#t be executed, if it be true 
Judgement, 

The higheſt honour ard moſt ſoveraigne em- 
ployment, and neereſt to the ſupreame glory and 
majeſty of God (the great King and univerſal 
Tuage of the world) is this, to give true Tudge- 
ment ;; tO ſearch, finde, declare,vindicate Truth; 
though darkned oppreſſed, prejudiced with inju- 
ries and calumnies : though preſcribed, and pro- 
ſcribed by power, will, timeand cuſtome. Nul- ;,,,,, 
lum temps ſatis longum eft, quod poſdit aut debe- 
at errors patrocinars , & injuſtitie, No might, 
ſhould bee, and no time or uſage is ſufficientto 
patronize falſity and injuſtice againſt Truth and 
equity; which out of doubt are moſt ancient,and 
ſhould bee moſt prevalent : for falſity and injury 
preſuppoſe them firſt, and are but the ſuperſtru. 
ure, akinde of moſſe and accreſcencyto them, 
For this end ({aith our bleſſed Saviour) was I 5orn, 
to this end came 1 into the world , that I ſhould 
beare witneſſe of the Truth, 1 can doe nothing 
against the Truth. Tothis end,Judges have rea- 
ſon, learning, experience, conſcience, publike 
authority and truſt from the King and Coun- 
trey, that their judgement may bee true and juſt , 
not falſe and unjuſt , condemning the righteous, or 


abſolving the wicked , both which are an abomina- 
tron to God. 


Pob.n*.3-. 


K Ic 


4a ca a> ee go. - 


A Sermon preached 


It is the prerogative of divine and omnipotent 
mercy, to juſtific an unzighteous perſon , yet 
ſill with the ſafety of truth, and integrity of 
juſtice : for hee doth ir vot [ne raterventu mortss 
& meriti Chrifti, God fo loved mercy, that hee 
would magnifie it in juſtifying and ſaving of (tq- 
ners; yet ſo loves truth and juiFice, that hee 
would not doe it wirhout the death of his Son, 
that juſt One, to ſatisfie bis juſtice : That ſo hee 
might with infinite Mercy and Juſtice apply his 
rightcouſneſſe, to juſtifie the unrighteous. = 
By this mcanes, Righteouſneſſe and Peace kiſſe 
each other; Your Judgement will bee not only 
juſt and truce ; but a [ndgement of Peacethe ſecond 
quality required in che Texr. 
Airgs:r/rng Su3d Tue tpmry 3 Peace isthe davghter of 


4, true Judgement : Truth and jutticethe mother 


and nurſe of Peace. The God of truth and juſtice 
1s the Father of order ard peace ; The Devill 
and father of lies is the autor and fantor of diſor- 
cer and confuſion, It was not the true mother 
that required the diviſion of the childe nor is 
it tive and upright judgement that diflolveth 
peace, 

1 It muſt be judgement of Private Peace, be- 
tweene a m4z and his zeightour , which can ne- 
ver be maintained, excepr each party by the light 
of the Law, clcercly fees the truth of the judge- 
wenr, for, or againſt them. Endvlcfle and inter- 
minate ſuits and diflentions (like Hydrd's heads) 
muſt needs grow up, where the ſeeds of falſity 
and injuſtice are ſowne in Judgement, 
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Ofthis, preat care muſt bee had,that, though 
men loſe their Cauſe, yet they may not loſe their 
Peace and charity, A man makes anill bargaine, 
that gaines his Proccfle, and loſeth the love and 
good-wil of his neighbour; which is the grea- 
reſt Daramages, Proximorum odia ſunt acerbiſ. 
ſims, Wine makes the ſowrelt vinegar : The 
quarrels of neighbours and brethren, ſet their 
hearts at the greateſt diſtance and defiance. 

2 VW\here the coales of private diſſentions 
are ſcattered in every corner , the whole houſe 
will ſoone bee on fire ; and Publike Peace can» 
not long continue : For where there arc great 
diviſions of hearts, and Private grievances ariſe 
like ſwellings, and diſtemper of parts, tro afte& 
the whole body with the feaver of diſcontent, 
what can beexpeRed but Publike mutinics and 
combuſtions ? 

Lex eit corporis politics neruw * The great 
bodies of States muſt needs bee paralitick, and 
vehemently ſhaken, ifnordiflolved, when the 
linewes of juſtice faile. 

An unjuſt Judge, /ike 4 Comet, portends warres 
ard commotions, and ſcatters ſo malignant an 
influence to mens mindes, that they had rather 
venture the injuſtice of warre, than ſuffer the in- 
juſtice of peace. 

This Principle is in moſt mens mindes, Pax 
et omni bello triſtror, que juftitie © weritatis rue 
7n; conflat ; That peace is more deplorable than 
warre it ſelfe, which only maintaines power to 


waſte and oppreſle innocence and truth. 
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Ifidore PeluſioFtels us truly g «x Rip wplu's & wo wy 
Sngueury eoryepicirn; It is but the name and ſha» 
dow of a falſe and lying peace, where 1s not truc 
juſtice, | 

Iuititiz deletur, quod homo homint non ſit lupus, 
It is true judgement only that can ſecure peace, 
and hinder men from degenerating to wolves 
and tygers ; which they doe, when by injuſtice 
ſome are exaſperared, others are animared to fin 
and injurious infolencies. One untrue and un- 
juſt judgement, like the winde, fcatters and ſheds 
the ſeeds of ill weeds and manners, about the 
whole ficld ; which ſhould, by truth and juſtice, 
have beene cut up by the roote ; and its conta- 
gious ſpreading hirdred. 

Befides , nothing more ſlackens the reins of 
government, and the ſtability of peace, which is 
upheld by the reverent awe and reſpet which 
the people and ſubjes give tothe Magiſtrate, 
than when by injuſtice and unworthineſle, they 
bring their perſons aud authoricy under contempt 
and diſlike; that they ſeeme ro them not as Ged's 
but /dols, which have cares but beare not, eyes but 
ſee not, mouths but ſpeak not true judgement. A- 
gainſt ſuch Magiſtrates, people are prone to 
thipk it, not only juſt , but meritorious to re- 


The Kings ſtrength, or throxe loveth judgement, 
and ty righteouſueſſe it ſhall bee eſhabliſhed with 
abundance of peace, David, in his prayer and bleſ- 
ſing to his ſon King: Solomon, joynes theſe two; 
Grve the King thy judgements, O Lord, and thy 

righteouf- 


þ om 
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righteonſneſſe to the Kings Son; and that, Hee ſbal 
rule the people with equity, and the poore with judge- 
ment, Then the Mountaines ( ſubordinate Ma- 
giſtrates and Judges, and the little Hils ( infe- 
riour Officers, ) hal bring peace to the people, by 
rigbteouſneſſe. Hee muſt bee Melchiſedec, King 
of righteouſneſſe, that will bee Melchiſalem , King 
of peace, 

3 There is athird Peace, that reſults from the 
judgement of Truth, as the crowne and greateſt 
reward of the 7udge; That is, the inward peace 
and ferenity of his owne conſciznce, witneſſing 
to him, thar, as hee is in the ſtead of God, fo hee 
judgeth as God would judge; according to his 
will and law, which is the rule of Truth and Ju- 
Rice, and the way of peace and happinefle. 

This Peace is fo pretious to a good man, that 
hee will chooſe to loſe all rather than this,which 
is the ſoules immediate, and inward enjoyment 
of it ſelfe and God. 

The fruition of which, as it paſſeth all under 
ſtanding , fo the lofſle of it paſicth all the $kill 
and favour of the world to reparre or xecompence 
It, | 

An Yazjuit Judge caunot but condemne him- 
ſelfe, 


Prima et bec ultjo, quod ſe 
Tudice nemo nocens abſolyitur, 

Hee becomes his owne Accuſer, Witneſle, 
Judge, and Executioner. For, where Aitres 
( Fuſtice ) dwels not in the conſcience, Nemeſis 
(Revenge) will. Occultum quatiente anime tor- 
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tore flagellum: His ſoule muſt needs be filled with 
a fearfull expeation of vengeance and the 
juogement to come. 


3 Executeit, when you have judicioufly con- 
ſidered what is T7uth, and tending to Peace, 

Declare it, pronounce it publikely. Magiſtra- 
tus eft lex loquens, 1udges arg 07a & lingue publi- 
ca, Plebis, Regis, Legs, Der; the publ ke Oracles 
to declare the will of the State, the Law, the 
King, and God. 

To what purpoſe is finding out of true judge- 
ment, if you doe not, dare not ſpeake out > or, 
ſpeak otherwiſe than you judge in your elves ? 
Procacius peccant, qui maturius & quaſi ex conjt- 
[19 : Knowing, and not declaring and doing ju- 
ſtice, is the aggravation of injuſtice. 

It is a calamitous time, as Hezekriah (aid, 
When cb:laren are come to the birth, and there is 
not ſlrength to bring them forth, There muſt nor 
bee only a Conception of what is trucand juſt, and 
then («$4 an abortive judgement, ſmothered 
and ſtifled in the breaſt of the Judge , by filen- 
cing or tuſpending the ſentence z nor yet muſt 
it bee frangled and oppreſſed unnaturally, (as 
be Egyptian Tyrant did the Iſraelites infants) after 
1* 15 pronounced, by diverting or perverting the 
{cntence ; but there muſt bee an execution of ir : 
which is the ſcule and life of Juſtice, and gives 
a quickening and animation to the Lawes. 

Law (as Our learned Hooker tels us, ) isa dire- 
ﬆive rule to the goodnefle of operation ; both 
in 


b. fore the Tudges, n 
in nature, polity, and religion, VV hat are L1wwes | 
7 in your books Cr breſts, if not put in cxgcuri- | 
ON ? 
The not cvecuring the penalty of rhe Laves 
upon Gi ndcrs, 1s the cx carion of rhe Lawves ? 
theml« I\CS; and renders them cadatierofs Lev .* | 
dead ard breathlefle carcales. Ir is rhe breach of 
the Ts ve, ina right and powerfull leuierce, 
willch muſt b laſt the wicked and unjult ; ard rc- | 
vive ar.d renew the face and torce a the Lawes, 
Of Jultice, «1.0 ot £ 0001 men. 
Poteniia len p «H/um, Law and Juſtico hath 
is Ia [t rccoutle to Power for the executing, 
| rcibly, 2S 10 and David , Put I1ng the PN, ey 047 lh 9 nh 
4 9 thelecti of ii 2 b A, aiitl %. eak 117 the \ 7 41ves of tbe 
opprefſer + Reſtoring the opprefied and mvlfted 
to his liberty, right, and quiet : : Conmin: ling 
and inflicting condigne puniſhment on et! e PU At 
or perion 0: offenders 
It nced bee, and the publike good require it, 
not only pruning and /opptorn off rhe brarches ani 
armes Of ſuxuriart and oy -y wickenefle, 
by reſtraining the liber: Y Dy withdrawing the ſip 
and nutriment ofeltarc and m -anes but cut; 
off thoſe noxious rc ds and thorns from the 
land of the living y od utter extirpation ot thoſe 
” that are Teilur is thnubile 10K ” *\\ by CUMbes tt ” | 
the gronnde And rh 1s (1; epar lt ucera rabarer) nor 
with more juſtice than mercy ane gertleneſle ; 
leſt conniverce, rcmiſienefle,and imp anirz ſoread 
the contagion to parts, as yct lou", dand unrain- 
ted. © Quid enim tam iniquum, quim ut deſerts 
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Loni bene ſit ? What is more unjuſt than that it 

ſhoulf bee well wich him, whobathleft off to 

doe well> What more juſt than that evill of 
ſuffering ſhould light on evill doers ? 
But how mult it bee executed ? 

1 Couraniouſly and reſolutely : Tethro, in the 

ctaratter of a Judge, requires this in the firſt 


x3. Place, That hee bee a man of 1 ruch and Cou- 


r2g* ; That feares God and none beſides : Not 


the tace of man, nhoſe reath is in his noſtrils, 


e945 7 be feare of man 1s a ſnare, 


Out forts non et facile ad injuite faciendum 
vincitur , qui juiiu non et facil> ad imbecillits- 
tem cogitur © Tuſtice and fortitude as Twins grow 
together, A weak and timorous man will cafily 
bee unjuſt ; and like a Xre ſcaxed from the prey 
which the law hath juſtly ſciſed on. A juſt & gene- 
tous minded Judge,will no more remit kis judge- 
ment, and the exccution of it , where the Law 
hath laid hold on a malefator, than the Lyon 
which tbe Prophet ſpeaks of, will quit his prey, 
or abaſe himſelfe for the multitude of ſhepherds 
gathered againſt him, For this would bee as fa. 
tall rohim, as Ababs lettzng Benhadad goe in 
peace: or the Prophet not ſmiting , when hee was 
commanded by the word of the Lord. The blow 
and judgement, as well as thecrime and offenſe, 
will light on himſclfe; for hee becomes gurlty of 
what hee leaves «wnpuniſhed, The malefator 
eſcapes, lives, continues to fn, at the charge and 
hazard of the Judges ſoule. 

2 Freely: For love of juſtice, truth, God, and 
the 
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the publike good, Parum e#t juſtitiam facere ni. 
f & diligas, The motions of Juſtice muſt bee 
like the Heavens, «vnx:111 by 12ward principles , 
not like mils and mechanick Engines, thar ſtir 
not, but by force of winds, waters, and weight, 
and hands ; by hopes, promiſes, or gifts. 

In execution of juſtice, it muſt notbee as in 
ſceres of maſques and pageants, wherethings 
ſeeme of themſclves gently to ſlide from heaven, 
when indeed there are ſecret devices and inven- 
tions of Arr, that violently, though cunningly, 
move them. The light of the Sun,the liberty of 
heaven, the day and ayre ſhould not bee more 
cheap and free than juſtice. Though an Adus- 
cate may ſell his pleading, and a Counſellor his 
counſell , yet a Judge may not the execution of 
[udgement, Juſtice is 4 debt they owe to men ; 
Hee cannot bee juſt that muſt bee hired to pay 
his debts. 4 purchaſed ſentence,though juft is un- 
juthy fold, 

Gifts aoe blinde the eyes of the wiſe, Hee that 
accuſtomes himſeclfe to gratuitres for a juſt ſen- 
tence, will ſoone grow ſo dim-ſighted, as toxe- 
ceive bribes in an unjuſt cauſe. 

Theſe muſt be kept off by all wayes ; direfly, 
inasrefly, nec per ſe, nec per alium. It will not 
ſerve the rurne, nor ſatisfic either God or the in- 
tegrity of a mans owne conſcience , to ſay, as 
Adam, The woman thou gavest mee ; or the ſon, or 
ſervant, Hee, or Shee received it ; gave it mee, 
and (© I took it. Nor to ſay as the woman, 1 ſaw 
the offer was faire to the eye ; a preſent ro bee 
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defired tomake one rich,(I am ſure not wiſe) and 
fo Itook it : No, that curſed Serpent of Cove. 
rouſnefle in thy owne breſt, beguilesthee : The 
devill tempts thee with AU theſe I will grvue thee, 
if thou wilt fall from thy integrity in judge- 
ment; which God requires bee neicher corrup- 
ted by 1ndulgence and favour, as Davids ro Abſo. 
lom , nor prejudice, as Davids to Mephiboſheth , 
nor batred as the Jewes againſt Chriſt ; nor feare, 
as in Prlatez nor coverouſneſſe and popularity, as 
in Felix , who failing of his money, yet to doe 
the ewes apleaſure, left Paul beund. 

Nay. an upright Judge may not feoffe that as 
s favour, which is indeed but juſtice and a duty : 
nor challenge and owne the thanks for a happy 
iſſue, which indeed belongs to the law and equi- 
ty of the cauſe. 

Hee doth not know the price and value of a govd 
conſcience, who ſeeks for a reward beyond that of do- 
:ng vertuouſly. 

2 Imparttally : Nat. rvghumy nnle gs, x; eur" v1) Or 
xarh & 40651 G@ anne! ; wes un Oo viguy werund, As the 
beauty and influence of Heaven, and light of the 
Sun equally and indifferently fals on the poore 
and rich, the palace and cottage, the great and 
meane, the learned and ideots ; withour prefer- 
ring one, or diſdainirg the other ; ſo thould the 
execution of true Tudgement, 

Tudges art married tothe Law , to Juſtice, and 
w the Common-weale z and muſt forfake father, 

mother, friends, and all relations, andadhere to 
Juſtice ; as Lew in the execution of juſtice, is 
COmmeR- 
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commended, that hee knew xot father, or brethren, 
or kindred. 

The Magiſtrate muſt bee as an upright fonl, 
that hath no 41s z as a true ay, falling ſquare, 
what hand ſoever caſts it. Not warping or prc= 
pending any way ; but as a ſtraight rule, or plumb- 
line, indifferently ſhewing the reQtitude or obli- 
quity of what body ſoever it is applyed to. 

7 o have reſpeR of perſons 1s not good : (1.e,) it is 
very bad, and ſordid beyond expreſſion ; ſo much 
debaſing the ſoule, that for a morſel/ of bread ſuch 
a man will tranſgreſſe. 

with God is no reſpeR of perſons : nor ſhould bee 
with thoſe ambratiles dit,ſhadowes and back-parts 
of God: who in Judicature ſhould forger they are 
men, and remember they are in the place of 
God. 

As favour muſt not, ſo nor perſonal offenſe may 
weigh in the ballance of executing true judge- 
ment, No particular diſtaſte,or defre of revenge, 
may ſoure and ſharpen the execution or ſen- 
tence: Hee that oladly facrificeth a malefaQor 
to bis particular revenge and hatred, under or 
with the name of publice juſtice, may bee a mur- 
therer while hee isa ju## Tudge , while hee ſatis» 
fies his own revengefull mind together with the 
Law : This deſtroyes the ſinner , bur he the man 
and hisneighbour, * 

4 Speedily : 9ni tarde unlt, non vult ut debeat 
ele, Judgement muſt be executed 1 tenrgniore 
parte, in the way of adjudication and reſtoring 
tO right, of compenſation of wrongs, and of re- 

L 2 mune- 


T5 


Det, 13-9 


P:0.:8.21+ 


:3,"M. 14, 
I 2. 


A Sermon preached 


muneration of merir. Demurs and procyeting- 
110, beyond what is neceflary, is fo far an in- 
juſtice, as it is a hinderance ; and ſo great, that 
oſter-rimes the Delay countervailes , if not ex- 
ceeds the benefit of the judgement. 

St. Bernards counſell to Emugenizs is good, 
and would bee a great caſe to ſubjes , Fruſtra. 
torias (f wexatorias precide dilationes, To circum- 
ciſe the ſuperfluities of ſuits and pleas, andcurt 
off all thoſe tedious and exper.ſcfull attendances 
of perſons, adjouraments of cauſes, when they 
arc ripe for judgement and execution. 

Which «neceſſary detentions are for the moſt 
part, but the ſiratagems and windings of under- 
Officers ; who, like diſhoneſt Surgeons will nor 
cure therr Patients, till they have cured their P ur- 
ſes; though with the others moleſtation and tor- 
ment, no lefle than charge and expenſes. 

Non miſſura cutem, niſi plena cruorts birds, 

You may know the Leeches arc full, when they 
let goe their hold. 

But a noble and ju ## Tudge, that loves juſtice 
for it ſelfe,and tenders the good and quiet of his 
poore countreym-en, will make a ſhort work of tt, 
and haſten judgement, that hce may add charity 
to equity : That it may appeare not evifs, but /a- 
ta ſententia ; a Judgement, as true and juſt; ſo not 
extorted by imp ortunity, but eaſily obtarxed by the 
merit of the caule. 

5 Yet leaſurely, and full of caution ſhould the 


execution of Judgement bee, if punitive z eſpect- 


ally capitallz Yluymo ſupplicro, 
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Nulla unquam de morte hominss cunfatio longa et, 

Man is ww» 5», a creature of greater value 
than to bee raſhly and precipirantly caſt away. 

And tenderly too : There muſt be all the grains 
of allowance,of time, mercy,and clemency, that 
juſtice and law will permit. mple Chriitiane 
[udex pit patres offictum ; fic ſuccenſe iniquitatt, ut 
humanitati conſulere memineris : Rigour of Tuſtice 
is «1juit where mitigation may bee thewed. Cle. 
mency is a debt Magtitrates owe to our nature, 
and the common infirmitics of mankind, 

6 Laſtly, compa/Sronately, Execute judgement, 
though ſevere, and ſuch as cannot juſtly or ſafely 
acmit any further delay or remiſſion, by reaſon of 
the hainouſnefle and atrocity of the fat; yet 
doe it /as St, Ba{il ſpeaks ) wad ewdturris & nh 
ara) xv «16093 ler with all meck ncſle X and de- 
monſtration of pritty.and ſenſe of humanity, Nor 
with inſolence and elation, «; avwuaocsr inns (cigars; 
Nothing u leſſe humane, and more barbarois, and 
truculent, than for any min,much more the gra- 
Vity of a Judge, to jeit upon, and make himſelfe 
merry with poore mens miſery, of the ſame 
mo!d and metrall with himſelfe; or ro !r1wmpb 
in theircalamity and ſufferings, by ſcoroiull and 
contumelious language : Far from that ot loſhus 
tO Achan, My ſon give glory to God, (7c. 

A noble and ingenuous heart , dolet quotres c0- 
gitur eſſe ferox, will diſcover, that what hee dorh 
ſeverely,ir is of neceſſity, not propenſity; mag 
officts compulſyes neceſſitate, q4.1m judecand!t libid:- 
Kezas Sr,Bernard adviſeth the Earle of Theobald, 
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It is all the ſolace left to caſt and condemned 
creatures, tO ſee, their {in hath nor yer deprived 
them of the pitty and prayers of the Judge and 
Court, though ir hath of their /iberty or life, 
Peccata interficto, homines amplefor, Is the Magi- 
ſtrates Motto: A friend to men,anenimy to their 
{ins, 

In your gates, 


V Ec have ſcene the manner of the Execu- 

1108; but where muſt this be done ? 7z 
your gates : That is, Thoſe places that are ap- 
pointed for publike execution of juſtice and 
jadgement z which were anciently the Gates 
of Cities and Townes. 

1 For the eaſe and convenience of the people z 
who might follow their aQions and fuirs, with- 
out going farre out of the way of their other at- 
faires, 

2 To ſhew the equality and indifferency of ju- 
ſtice, from which none was excluded, Tros Tyri- 
uſue fuat ; but as the Gates of Cities are open 
and free toall to goe in and out,ſo was the courſe 
of Judgement. 

3 To intimate, that the chiefeit firength of 
Cities, and ſafety of States, doth conſiſt in the 
due execution of the judgement of truth and 
peace z which is as the gates and barrs : the ſtron- 
geſt batteries againſt fin and wickedneſſe , the 

rmeſt defenſe for virtue andpeace. 

Take away the free execution of Juſtice, and 
nor gates of braſſe, nor barrs of troz will hold __ 
either 
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cither the diſlolution of manners by vitiouſ- 
neſle, or of the Commonwealth by diſſenti- 
Ons. 
I have done with the ſubH ance and 
matter of the Charge, 


I need no further weight to Chriſtian minds, 
for the applying of what concernes you joyntly 
or ſeverally, than the authority in the Texr, 
which enjoynes theſe duties Dominante ſtylo, in a 
ſoveraign and commanding ſtylc ; Theſe things 
yee ſhall doe, 

It is the will and word of God. 

Where the word of a King us, there us power , Bur 
this is the King of Kings, Higber than the high- 
eit, Omne ſub regno graviore regnum eit.\Nhoſe 
Majeſty is above all to be adored,whoſe Law and 
will to be obſerved and done. 

1 Becauſe mo#t wiſe and good; commandi 
nothing but what tends to his owne glory nd 
our happineſle. 

2 Mott preciſely aud immutably je# , andnot 
to bee changed or ſwerved in his will, 

3 Moſt irreſiſiibly and unavodably powerfull, in 
executing vengeance on them that obey not his 
will and lawes. 

4 Hee is moſt graciouſly bountiful, in rewar- 
ding thoſe that rake heed to doe them. It is 
their life, peace and happineſle, boih here and 
hereafter, 

On the otherſide, The not doing them is a mans 
«ndoing, There is no diſpenlivg with the db- 
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"ties, Or noavoyding of the puniſhment. 


Theſe things yee muſt doe ; cheerfully, refolute- 
ly, zealonſly, conſtantly , neceſſarily : Nihil mags 
juſtum,gratum neceſſarium, 

The omiſhon of them will bee unexcuſable to 
you, ſince the Law and Charge is fo plaine, . ſo 
ſhort, ſo juſt and reaſonable 53 no man can plead 
ignorance, miſtake, forgetfulneſle, or rigour and 
hardneſle, ſince every mans reaſon dictates it to 
him , every maps heart deſires it in his owne 
particular cauſe and intereſt z and every mans 
conſcience will condemne him, it hee doe them 
rot to others in his degree and calling, 

1 Speak every man the truth to bus nerghbour, 
in private converſe; In publike ,witneſſing, ſwea- 
ring and pleading,ſo farreas you are called to ir, 

t is indiſcretion and follyro let all truth thou 
knoweſt flow from thy tongue, when it is not 
expected or required. But where it is ſo, and 
thou pretendeſt ro reveale the truth , it is dam- 
nable not to doe it, and to lic againſt the truth, 
Lyars are put among the damned crew, By thy 
words thou ſpalt be juſtified or condemned, Account 


Mat 1:-36 muſt be given for tale words; how much more for 


impious, lying and pernicious? 

Lo 7 rn bes , neither raſh andun- 
adviſed, nor profuſe and overflowing : from in- 
conſiderate ſpeaking wee come to much , from 
much tovaine, from vaine to falſe, from falſe- 
ſpeaking to falſe-ſwearing z; Exundans amnts fa. 
cile luturn contrabit , The ſtreame that keeps not 
its banks, contracts ſoyle and traſh, 
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L ingua modicum membrum, ingens malum tx udo 
& lubrico poſits, majori cautel} ſervands ; The 
tongue hath a naturall lubricity, and is ſet in a 
moiſt and ſlippery place , and needs the greater 
ſtaydneſle of minde, and ſtrikneſſe of conſci- 
ence,to dire& and keep it in thewayes o f Truth 
and Peace. 
| 2 For You ( Honourable and Reverend ) 
whom God andthe King command to execute 
the Judgemert of Truth and Reace, 1 perſwade 
my ſelfe, your piety and conſcience anſwers with 
the Plalmiſt , /r i required of #s to doe thy will O 
God: wee are content to doe tt, 

Elſe what need all this ſtate, ſolemnity, ex- 
penſe and trouble ? like Tezevels faſt, ro doe in- 
juſtice? to decree unrighteous decrees ? tO per- 
vert judgement,and turne away the cauſe and r1ght 
of the poore and innocent # 

I know your wiſedomes and piety conſider, 
and need not to bee reminded, That it is « double 
and cryrmg injuitice which is committed under 
the ſacred name and prote&ion of juſtice. Yb 
inter ipſas leges delinquitur, & inter jura peceatur, 
nec tllic reſeryuatur innocentia ubi defenditur, 

Irjuſtice in a Judge is like a peſtilent feaver, 
which ſeiſcs the vitals and ſpirits, and is deadly 


tothe Common-weale. 

A lye in judgement, isa loud lye ; hath a re- 
port that cals to heaven for vergeance. Beſides 
that, it is publicum perjurii exemplum , contrary 
to the oath of integrity which is taken by Judges, 
when called to publike pm 
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 AJudge is, and ſhould bee the publike Phyſits- 
ax, tocure the diſtempers of others. «ita im. 
peris ſanitas equiſiimo libramine tuenda, Peace 
and tranquility,which is the health of the body 
politick, muſt bee preſerved by an equall temper 
and proportion of juſtice, Salus populs ſuprema 
lex, is the great and renowned Theoreme of juſt 
and good Magiſtrates. 

A Judge, as every Magiſtrate, muſt bee e/3@ 
£12.41d%, gi mantis y Cinanning » nd; tpenny » (nemo xa- 
aorazatts aig ys xerdy d1e fy A lover of God 5 his 
King, his Countrey, of Truth, of Juſtice, Indu- 
ſtrious, and Humane, a Candid and good man 
that is, a publike and diffuſive bleſſing, or univer- 
fall good, Not elaavr © mm rat inu®, $14 pyueyry 
Not a loverof himſelfe, ot his caſe, of his ho- 
nour, of filthy lucre. Farre bee it fromyou and 
us, That the Judges circuiting ſhould bee like 
Satans round, who goes about ſeeking what and 
whom bee may devoure;but like Samuels courſe, or 
the Suns conſtancy, which goes from one endot 
the heaven to the other, and nothing is hid trom 
the benigne light,heat and influence of it: Look- 
ing upon earthly and many ſordid things , but 
contracting nothing of their natures and quali- 
tics. 

Xo4) £1) xii Kpvauct 7w!', x, &1 35,6 XOAZKEs afy X; £4Cu xguTloyn, 
A Judge and Magiſtrate muſt bee higher in his 
minde and vertues, than his place and office ; a- 
bove all feare, love, batred, flattery, paſſion, gain, 
preferment : One that eſteemes bis owne COn- 
{cience, and Gods ſpirit there witneſſing his in- 

tegrity, 
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tegrity, the only reward worthy the diſcharge of 
ſo great and honourable a truſt and employment, 

Remember | beſeech you, as 1 know you doe, 
how farre Peace depends on your integrity. 

I The private peace betweene neighbours, one 
of the greateſt ſweetners of this preſcat life. 

2 The publikepeace, wherein youare highly 
concerned; which is greath ſhaken {or our fins, 
and needs pious, prudent, and faithfull mzds, as 
well as valiant hands to re-cſtabliſh ir. 

3 The /zward peace of your owne conſciences 
with God: One unjuſt at at an Aſhzes or Cir- 
cuir, Or in your life, will torment more than all 
the profit or honour can content yuu; and like 
an unwholeſome and undigeſted morſell, will 
corrupt and taint all the comfortof your other 
good parts and deeds. 

O let not that prove true by your meanes, that 
bee complaines of, T? i erpliung rower mTerrays yy GPL (is If Pet. 
3 :/zus, The name, and thought, and deſire of 
peace is every-where, the endeavour fr it no- 
where. Bleſſed are the peace.makers : O rob not wy, 
_ ſelves and us of ſogreat and pretious a ble{- 

Laſt of all, Meuriozry Ty GoCrte. x « mg auiTy Singoveins Bal. 
Remember that exa&, and unavoydable, and un- 
appealeable Tribunall of the juſt Judge of the 
whole world ; For Hee commeth, for hee commeth ,,, _ 
10 judge the earth righteouſly, and the nations with © * © 
bus truth, Hee will try all things ( as the Refirer) 
by fire: Which will diſcover and make legible 
that yv#*ypagizr, the blinde and ſubtill charaRers 
M 2 of 
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of mens thoughts and aRions , which before 
could not bee read or perceived. 

A good ard wiſe Judge will not ( ſc:ens v0- 
lexs) wittingly give any ſentence that ſhall then 
bee reverſed, or judge any judgement that need 
to bec rcjudged ; much leſle, deſerve tobee con- 
d. mned with him at that day. 

Indicandum ſe diffidit,qui injuFte judicat, Hee 
believes not hee ſhall bee judged, who executes 
unrighteous judgement : yet his very juice 
isa ſtrong and ſure argument, againſt him, of an 
aficr Tudgement, which ſhall, which muſtrepeale 
his injurious ſentence, and puniſh his impious 
prat ces; for the goodneſſeand juſtice of God 
and his providence doe require this, 

Veniet, veniet dies qui male judicata rejudicabit : 
The day is comming , when not 4#t ute verba but 
pure corda , not plena marſupia but conſctentis 

obg valebunt, as St. Bernard, not faire words 

t honeſt hearts ; not full purſes, but upright 
conſciences ſhall prevaile z which day ſhall re- 
judge all you have judged, and judge both you 
and mee and us all, and all wee have ; cha or ſaid. 
For wee mut every man grue account of bimſelfe at 
the judgement ſeat of God, 

For which Accounts,fit and prepare us O Lord 
by thy infinire mercy,as thou wilt raiſe usby thy 
ipfinite power ; that we may appear not in our 
own unrighteouſnes,wbich we abhor,but cloathed 
and accepted inthe righte@uſnes of Jeſus Chriſt, 
in whom wee believe ; who is our Saviour, and 
fliall bee our Judge, Towhom, &c. 
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EPHES. 423+ 
And bee renewed in the ſpirit of your mind, 


Here is in our nature, I know not 
what «re-xie, an importunate de- 
fire after, and delight in what-ever 
is preſented ro us under the No- 
5 tionof New, Whether it bee out 

of the 7eftleſneſſe of our minds, and 

their fine capacity ; or out of the emptineſſe 
M 3 and 
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and raſvufficiency of all things under the Sun, 
which rather ſat:ate than ſatr5fe: which keeps our 
ſoules in a continuall appetite and longing, till 
expeCting to finde that content in what is New 
and unexperienced, which they have hitberto fai- 
led of. 

Thus daily deceiving the tediouſrefle of our 
life, (which forthe main is bur the Crambe, and 
repetition of yeſterday) by the ſweetneſle of va- 
riety , anda taſte of zovelty , which are the ſauce 
and ſeaſoning of all things wee enjoy. New 
faſhions , New cloaths, New houſes, New Do» 
arines, New opinions , New Countrey, New 
Teachers: Any thing New ; though, as our Sa- 
viour ſaid of the Wines, The elder bee the bet- 
ter; Omne enim antiquins & verins Of melins, In 
manners and Do&trines, for the moſt part, it 
holds, Theelder is the better and truer. 

Y ca ſo ſtudions are wee of Newneſle, that our 
whole life 1s but a repairing and continuall re- 
newing of what through age and inficmity is dai 
ly decaying in us ; ſeeking in vaine to blot out 
the footſteps of old age, and with weak endea- 
vours tO row againſt the ſtreame of Time, which 
ſilently ard inſenfibly carries us, and all things, 
downward 'to the Gulph of death and deſtru- 
Rion : which as it bath involved all, - the moſt 
rerowned men, Cities, States, and Monuments, 
(ut & ipſe periere Tume ) that the very ruines 
are now ruined ; ſo will ir ſhortly ſwallow up 
us, and all that wee magnifie and eſteeme as 
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Yet there is one thing in us, whoſe ruines, 
though they oppreſle us,they grieve us nor ; and 
though they make us miſerable they offend not ; 
Theſe are the Impairings and Decayes of our 
beſt and Divineſt part, our ſpirits and mindes. 
Theſe, wee are paticnt, as wee grow elder, they 
fhould grow worſer ; and though they are pie- 
ces built for cternity,yet wee ſuffer them,as much 
as in us lyes, to lapſe and fall toeternallruines; 
not only of their happineſle , but of their very 


Being : 1» quantum exim malt ſumus, 11 tantum , 


minus ſumu, The more wee have of fin , the leſle 
wee have of wel-Bcing, and deſerve to haveot 
{imple Being z becauſe wee fruſtrate that end, 
for which the wiſe and beſt Maker gave us our 
Being : And by fin wee goe farther from the 
Fountaine of our Being, and our Happineſle,his 
will, which isthe rule of Goodneſle : And hap- 
a 1g is nothing elfe bur a perfe&ion of Good- 
neſle, 

Yet the powerof God will perpetuate wicked 
men, by a neceſſity of being,to all eternity, That 
firce they would not bee the ObjeRs of his re- 
newing Mercics to happinefle, They ſhould bethe 
Subje&s of his revenging Juſtice to everlaſting 
miſcries, 


juin, 


Theſe ruines and decayes then, which ofallare 


moſt conftderable, becauſe moſt dangerous, well * 


merit our ſurvey andcare ; eſpecially if wee ſeri» 
ouſly weigh, how vaſt the decayes are, how ſhort 
the time 15 allotted for this work, being magne 
megtis & molis opus, a great defigne indeed Lo 
whic 
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which falls not under the compaſle of low, nar- 
row, and {maller ſpirits; but requires araiſed,en- 
larged. and ennobled minde, to begin, to perſe- 
vere, and to perted it. 

Which that wee may doe with the more hap- 
pY ſucceſle, Let us look to this Modell of the 

lefſed Apoſtle z who having in the 2 1.and 22, 
verſes caſt away all that traſh, and rubbiſh of the 
old man, which is not ſo much ruined, as Ruine 
it ſelfe, In this verſe layes the Foundation of 
this ſtately Rtrutture, whoſe heigth mult reach to 
Heaven , and whoſe paterne is the Beauty and 
Image of that firſt, perfe&t, anddivineſt mind, 
which wee call God. 

Bee renewed in the ſpirit of your mind. 

In the words are two main things. rx. The 
Subje& of our worke : The ſpirit of our mind, 
- 2. The Nature of the work : Renewing, Wee 
will ſeek to comprehend them both under theſe 
foure Heads ot Diſcourſe. 

1 What is this Spirit of our mind, and how 
worthy Renewing. 

2 Whereinit is Impaired, and needs Reney- 
0g. 

3 How, and by what imeanes it is to bee re- 
newed, 

4 The Idea, or Character of a renewed Mind. 

Laſtly, Wee will conclude fo, as by Gods 
Grace may make the deepeſt Imprefions on 
your minds, and at once incite and enable you 
to ſo ſerious, ſo ſacred, ſo Chriſtian, ſo divine, 


fo neceſlary a work. $ 
The 
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The firſt _ that requires your Attention 
is the Subje&, The Spirit of your mind, What it 
is. 

Some Interpreters underſtand, that holy Sperr: 
which « in the mind : Thus Oecumenius, Gorran, 
A Lapide, and others: as if it were, Be renewed 
by that Spirit of God which dwels and walks in 
your minds. But this ſeemes to force the words. 

Therefore S. Auguitize and others more per- 
tirently thus. Though the words be two, yet the 
Subje& is but one ; non duas res intelligi woluit, 
quaſi aliud ſit mens, altud Sprritus ments , ſed quis 
omnus mens Spirits eft , non autem omns Spiritus 
mens ett, 1deo dicere voluit, Spiritu mentis, 1,0. mn 
Spivitu qui mens vocatuy, It is no more, but be re- 
newed 1n that Spirit which is your Mind. 

This ſenſe agrees with that parallell place: 
Be ee transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
Where the word is but one, the meaning the 
lame. | 

The Acut«neſſe of ſome put this difference z 

Mens et Spiritus remiſ[us, Spiritus eft mens intex- 
ſa, The Spirit isthe Mind moved, the Mindis 
the Spirit compoſed, Spiritus eff mentis impetus, 
T hat the Spirit is the vigour, livelirefle 2nd ati- 
vity of the Mind ; by which it is ſtirred up, ap- 
plycd ro, and exerciſes about irs Object. That 
the ſubſtarce of the Sovle is as the Swn,the Mind 
as the Light, The Spirit as the Heat. 

But theſe may ſceme nicetics, beyond the A- 
poſtolicall inrent, which by the moſt ard beſt is 
c#rceived to aime at that Princeps Anime faculs 

N | tus, 
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tx, The higheſt, moſt excellent and divineſt fa- 
culty of the humane Soule z which Plato calls 
d1%is 7is 43s, The Flower of the Soule. S. Au- 
guitine, Vis Anime ſuprema , extendens ſead Det 
contemplationem, honefta 4 turpibus decernexs, 
Which wee call mers, the Mind 2 metrendo; be- 
cauſe it weighs and meaſures all things, Hyſpu- 
lenſis, quaſi eminens, becauſe it is the moſt emi- 
nent faculty in man, by which wee reach the 
molt exccllent obje&s, and excel! all other crea- 
tures. As the Satyriſt comparing beaſts with 
men, 

Principto indulſit communis ( onditor illis 

Tantum Animam, notis Antmum quoq; — 
And Ovid. 

Sanfius bis animal mentiſq,; capactus alte, 

There is indeed a difference betweene Anima 
and Mens, the Soule and the Mind. Arima et 
vuiie, Mens conſilts foxs, The Soule is the Princi- 
ple of life , the Mind of reaſon and wiſedome, 

Beaſts have Soules, men only Minds, The 
M ind improves by age and experience, the Soul 
BOt. Soules are in all men and at all tunes equall, 
the Minds moſt different. 

Philoſophers thought they could never ſuffi. 
ciently magnifie the excellency of this faculty 
in man. Mente nibil bomint preſtantius dedit De- 
us, Tully, They ſtyled ic partem Anime nobilifi- 
mam ; un #9411«r, The nobleſt part, the Qyecene 
and Soveraigne in the Soule, which is to rule all 
the inferiour faculties, That /gnea vis, That 
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ſed under that fiction of fire, which Promethess 
ſtole from Heaven, and framed man withall. 


Mens et Celum bomints : The Mind is as the ce'm, 


Heaven and Firmament ſeated above all. Nay 
it is Sol 14 Celo, as the Sun, the moſt glorious 5«. 


and uſefull part of the Soule. Nay it is Deus in ye, 


nobs, As God is the Mind of the greater 
world ; ſo the Mind is as the God of the lefler 
world. | 

Plato in Timeoaffirmcs the Mind and ratio- 
nall excellency in man, to bee immediatly deri- 
ved from that divine Mind, which is God. By 


this chiefly it is that wee are 04+ 3+»@ (as S. Par 14.:7,19. 


canonizeth that Hemiſtick of Ararws) neere 2 
kind to God, and allicd rothe bleſſed Angels; 
which have neither Bodies nor Soules 5 butare 
pure Minds, Spirits and Intelligences. Inthis 
was the Image of God firſt chiefly imprinted ; 
ard there are the beſt lineaments, which remaine 
ſince our decay and fall, incorporeall, inviſible, 
cternall in ſome ſort, and infinit, as God; wiſe, 
intelligent, providenr and free, as God, By this 
God bath fitted us to have communion with 
bimſelfez and commerce with his holy Spirir : 
by its union to, and conformity with which , it 
may further partake of the divine nature, perle- 
Rion,and happineſle. Ls 
This faculty then , which the wiſeſt Philoſo- 
phers of old eſteemed «12571 2; 4uaga?/cr, pare, un- 
corrupt, and unblemiſh'd, which above all things 
they prized, admired, and ſought to improve and 
advance, by abſtrating it 4 ſenſuum contagrone, 
"© Pas from 
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from things ſenſuall and corruprtible, retyring ir 
to the ſtudy of its ſelfe, and irs Authour, God y 
whichretyring Plato in Phedo calls e-19952s Snre ©, 
a wiſe mans firſt death : defining his Philoſophy 
'Amiaeyi Ts us 272 Tis Ty cuant@ worries, the di- 
vorcing of the Soule from the body, fo farre as 
the neccſhties of life will permir. 

This, by which they meaſured the true digni- 
ry of a man 3 Tem Jae cur, © mug boy (Socrates) Such 
2 man is tO bevalued,as his Mind is : by which 
they ſaid truly that wife men exceeded fooles, 
and good men wicked, as much as heaven doth 
carth , or light darknefle, or the herd and com- 
mon rout of men the beaſts, 

Yet in this faculty ir is, that the bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle vilifies and depreciates man pulling downe 
the high Imaginations of thoſe 441-25: preten- 
d:rs to wiſcdome , of whom he affirmes,*5or12»2:, 
cruphd2n0ap, kwwpdy naar, They became darkned and 
blinded in their underſtanding, vaine and fooliſh 
in their Imaginations ;. 4522p rr re, Men of 
perverſe and depraved Minds. Such as are the 
beſt and the ableſt men in the fate of nature, 
ſoas to ſtand in need of renewing by Grace. 

In this the bleſſed Apoſtle begins the work 


| of repairing; The m:zd being that prime-moror, 


the maine ſpring, the root and fountaine of all 
our ations. As the eye to the body, (o is the 
Mind tothe man, if ic bee darkned, how great 
is thar darkreſle > how confuſed, diſorderly and 
dangerous muſt our motions be ? 

As that extravagancy and folly which appears 
in 
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m the ations of fooles and mad men, procced- 
ing from a flaw and defe& in the braine, and the 
indifpoſlition of thoſe organs, which the ſoule 
uſerh for the exerciſe of its rationall faculties, 
is notto bee mended by all the reaching, advice 


and example you can uſe, till you cure the di- 4 


ſtempcr of the braine : ſo all that wee can teach 
men of Graces and virtues, of God and his per- 
fe&tions,of Chriſt his mercy,love and ſufferings ; 
of their ſoules, heaven, hell, eterniry,&c. all the 


moſt weighty and ſerious matters, will nor \ 


change the folly, vanity, diſorder and wicked- 
neſſe of mens words, ations and converſe, untill 
the minde bee firſt renewed, and in ſome degree 
reſtoredto irs primitive ſtare and integrity. Till 


then all wee preach or learne 15 as nei wine put 17; 


into old botrels, whoſe ſtrength their weakneſle 
cannot containe : Or as a new- Picce intoan old 
garment , it may helpe a lictle to patch up our 
lives and ations ; but at length it aggravates our 
fins, and makes the ruptures of our conſciences 
the more deſperate and wide, by the encreaſe of 
our knowleoge. 


Second Part, 


So neceflary is it in the ſecond place, that 
wee take a ſerious ſurvey ofthe decayes, and fee 
wherein they ſtand in need of renewitg : which 
is the firſt ſtep to it. Hee is well onward his 
work of repairing, who bath fully diſcovered his 


defects. 
N 3 Wee 
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Wee are here in no ſort to imagine, that our 
ſoules, f.e, Thar inviſible, immorta!l, and(\piritu- 
all Being, in its ſubſtance ory ſence is any whic 


- corrupted or impaired ; which is made incor- 


ruptible. Nor are wee to dreame of a groſle 
and phyſicall renewing ; but in regard of thoſe di- 
vine endowments, and excellent abilities, wich 
which the ſoule of manwas at firſt chiefly furni- 
ſhed,in its higheſt faculty, the M ind. 

As the lite of the body conſiſts in its union 
with the ſoule ; and its health in that | 444i} fir 
temper and proportion of humours, whereby eve- 
ry part is diſpoſed to diſcharge the commands 
of the ſoule, which by exceſle or defeR becomes 
diſabled, diſeaſed, and indiſpoſed : So the life, 
health, beauty, and integrity of the M ind or Spi- 
rit conſiſts in thatunion, harmony, and exa&t 
correſpondency to the divine Mind, and holy 
Spirit of God. And contra, its decayes, diſeaſes, 
deformities and corruptions are from that dif- 
ſonancy, and eſtranging from the mind of God, 
that croſleneſle and oppoſition againſt his will, 
which hath preſcribed to us the rule of nature, 
reaſon,and of Religion,his holy wordand Goſpel; 
from which the Mind ſwerves cither by exceſlſe 
or defe&t ; applying it ſelferoo much to the crea- 
ture, Or tO little to the Creator, 

As t| e deſes and darknefle of the Moone 
ariſe fromits want of the Suns light, through the 
earths interpoſing: So the Minds defeRts are from 
the intervening of groſle, worldly , and ſenſuall 
objes, which hinder its aſpeR of God, and in- 
tercept 
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rercept the light both of Reaſon and Grace : ſo 
that what before was pure, holy, and lightſome, 
becauſe ſti!l looking at God, as its only perfe- 
ive Objet; ſummum verum , bonum & jucun- 
dum : Truth to the underſtanding, Good to the 
will, and Pleaſure to the afteions; to the whole 
man «num optimum maximum, that One thing ne- 
ceſſary; the Summe and Center of all deſires, 
and delights; is now become dark, impure, diſor- 
dered, diverted to other objects, moſt unbeſcem- 
ing its owne originall excellency, and that rela- 
tion it hath to irs Maker. 

Theſe decayes of the mind of man I will not 
aggravate, (as I juſtly might) by ſhewing you the 
Ignorance, Error, Superſtirion, andunreaſona- 
bleneſſe of the minds of Heathens and Infidels, 
in former, or theſe ages : Either intheir religi- 
on andeſteeme of God z or their manners and 
converſe with men. 

And theſe not only in the dregs of men, but 
even thoſe who were counted the Aqurie nature, 
the Eagles of nature, both Greeks and Romans; 
whoſe minds were much improved above the 
reſuſe of men, by philoſophy and morall diſcour- 
ſes: Who notwithſtanding the glorious works 
of the creatures, their vaſtneſle, multitude, order, 
beauty, uſe and conſtancy ; which are as loud,dai- 
ly, and viſible Heralds to proclaime to man the 
inviſible Power, Wiſedome, and perfetion of 
their Maker, which muſt needs bee but one, and 
the beſt. Yeras the Apoſtle ſairb, 6 {4% Tar 27» 


they grew vaine in their Imaginations, and their 
fooliſh 
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ſooliſh minds were darkned. They cared not to 
know God, ſo farre as they might, nor to honour 
him fo farre as they knew. 

How many Cods did they invent ? Ludibris 
Numins, & homints opprobr14, the ſcorne ofthe 
divine, and the ſhame of humane nature; at the 
beſt, bur making God like themſelves, nay much 
below themſelves, both for nature and manners. 
Adeo ut facinora in homine plefuntur que in Deo 
adorantur : as S, Augustine, Lafantizs, and o- 
thers have convinced. 

And as inthe Nature of God,ſo in his worſhip 
they diſcovered minds ſo blinde, ſenſuall and de- 
viliſh, «t z0z tam ſacra, quam ſacrilegra, their ſer- 
vices and facrifices were not only not divine, bur 
many of them moſt inbumane. How many things 
ridiculous, and to be laughedar > hoy many im- 
pious, and to be pitied > Nih!l deo dignum , mul. 
ta homize indigna: moſt of them below the dig- 
niry of the humane nature ; none of them be- 
ſeeming the Majeſty and excellence of that 
firſt, beſt, and infinite Being , which wee call 
God 

Pur theſe I may not infiſt upon. 

The Subje& ro which I muſt confine my ſelfe, 
withihe Apoſtle, is, your m:nds,Chriſtians ; ſuch 
as profeſle true Religion,wh ICh LS a*v Jar 7's avs 
the raiſing and improvivg of the Minde. The 
ruines ws blemiſhes of theſe wee are to dif- 
cover, 

Now although wee cannot ſee the minds of 
men, by an immediate Intuition; yet as the lighe 
through 
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through the lanterne, ſo our minds appeare 
through our manners. As Hee meaſrrdd the 
Pyramids, by their ſhadowes,ſfo may we,minds : 
Sus jap of aptypamy 4 xAitts 4 5 wpayuare thows 
our words are the ſhadowes of our ations, and 
actions, of our minds, 

For cur minde is as the womb of all our aQi- 
ons, which conceives,formes, and brings them 
forth, as its incarnate brood, That as wee gueſle 
at the Parent, by the lines of the iſſue ; and jud 
ofthe inward motion of the wheeles, by = 
hand or Index ; orof the heigth of the Sun, by 
the light or ſhadow it makes on interiour Bo- 
dies ; ſo may we likewiſe of minds. 

The minde of man, as it is of heavenh extra- 
fon, (© it is of a reſtleſſe nature, and in perpetu- 
all morion, eſpecially being out of its ſphere, 
and native place; this ivferiour world ; as that 
culinary fire here below it requires ſome fewell 
to faſten and feed upon. 

And although, Y eritas ments pabulum, the pro- 
per ſuſtenance ofthe mind betruth ; both in the 
ſtreames of the creatures, and eſpecially in that 
Fountaine of eternall Truth, God and his Will : 
yet miſſing ofthis, it ſnatcherh at any thing ; and 
for want of care,or ability to apply to better mat- 
ter, like Jet ir drawes to it ſelfe traſh , ſtubble, 
ſtraw, leaves, 7.e. things of the vileſt and moiſt 
unproportionable Natures. And 2s an ill fio- 
mack, at once it ple?ſeth and corrupreth it 
ſelfe ; till by ſan&ified Reaſon and Religi- 
on it bee ſet on higher and better O-jedts, 
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and become more choice and delicate. 

Mens et omnia, | he minde is allthings: as a 
raw piece of cloath, capable of any die or tin- 
Qure, or as a glaſle, of any lmage and refleRtion : 
According as it minds any Obje& is applyed to 
ir, and delighteth in ir, it takes its quality and 
deromination from ir, For the filth and conta» 
gion of fin, and ſinfull ObjeRs, doth taint and in- 
tc the minde it felte : and whilcſt ic doth nor, 
by reaſon and grace, command the inferiour and 
ſenſuall apperires, it ſerves them, and by vi- 


'tious cuſtomes is enſlaved and conformed to 


them, 

1 Thus wee juſtly eſtceme and terme thoſe 
minds @w-27%, grofle,groveling,dejefted,world- 
ly and earthly ; who ſo minde earthly things, as 
if they were 3» -64c,00ly made of carth, aiuan mw 
2v;4ny Mixed with blood y and had no ſpark of 
heaven in them : Men whoſe minds are never 
nearer heaven, than their feet hifr their heads : 
Who are fo intent on the things of this world, 
ut divine particulam aure bum: detrudunt : their 
ſoules cleave tothe duſt ; they rake up that hea- 
venly ſpark of the minde in afhes , loading them» 


. ſelves with thick clay, never conſidering their 


ſoules originall,end, capacity, neceſſity, nor that 
Viaticum &ternitatis,the proviſion to be made for 
it untoerernity, 

2 In like manner wee judge brutiſh, excc ſive 
and intemperate minds to bee in thoſe men, who 
are carried with the ſame Spirit, as the Gada» ens 
cattell were ; whoſe minds are choaked and 
drowned 
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drowned by luxurious eating and drinking : who 
live 14nquam poniteret nou pecudes natos, as repi» 
- Ding they were not made beaſts; whoſe Reaſon 
is their 4u7then, and the light of minde their of- 
fenſe, by its ſecret checks and damps, taking off 
from that fu!l pleaſure,they ſeek to enjoy in their 
riot and exceſſe. Men of ſuch minds, doe they 
not deſerve the fate of that proud King, to have 
the bearts of beaſts given them, ard to be dri- 
ven from the ſociety of all civill men and Chri- 
ſtians ? 

3 Thus likewiſe wee account ſenſuall and car- 
nall minds, uncleane ſpirits to poſlefſe thoſe, 
whoſe ſoules arc 5: warzecirn is frglicw, as a 'cwell 
in a dunghill, who live «« iow ris g/n@, to the 
ſhame and reproch of the humane nature; ſo 
wholly given up to their luſts and ſenſuall de- 
fires, as if they were all fleſh, and had no diviner 
part, whoſe Reaſon ſhould fer bounds of honour 
and moderation to inferiour defires, 


9Y9 


Di 


Veneranda ef non erubeſcends natura ; Wee Ter: 


ought not to ſhame and diſhonour our natnres, 
by abuſing thoſe Inclinations to unlawfull plea- 
ſures. which are planted inus to a noble, good, 
and excellent end ; #.e.the preſervation of our 


nature and kinde, Nb: &#que depremit mentem * 


ac libido ( Aquin.) Nothing doth more dcbaſe and 
brutiſe the ſpirit, and caſt the mince from irs 
ſtation ard dignity, than tFofe ſordid and fenſu- 
all pleaſures, Ofavim thus vindicates the bo- 
rour of Chriſtian minds : /rbidr.em aut rulan, 
aut unicam generandt agnoſcimu', eaner wee doe 
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wholly deny all luſts and fleſhly deſires, or wee 
keep them from exceſle and inordination, by 
| preſcribing thoſe bounds and ends, for which 
| Nature , and the Godof Nature bath intended 
them, 
I might be infinite by the ſymptomes of mens 
lives, and the pulſe of their a&.ons, rodiſcover 
the diſorder , diſtempers and diſeaſes of their 
minds. if men had feneitrata peQora , a window 
to ſee into their ſaules, ſhould wee rot diſcover 
in many either flramineas mentes , minds full of 
| var.ity, levity and inconſtancy ; or elatas , full of 
Iznorance and its daughrers , Pride and Ainbiti- 
on; orpuſillss & anguit.s, weak, ſmall, narrow 
and impotent minds, neither fitted to doe nor 
ſuffer like a Chriſtian ? Full of diſcontent, im-+ 
patience, unquietude z of raſhneſſe , confuſion 
and de ſtr:fion ; ina continuall hurry and ſelfe- 
vexarion, through the tumult and diſorder of 
| paſſions and affections, 

Minds for rhe moſt part filled with ſmall, vile, 
and periſhing Oojes,even when they moſt pleafe 
themſelves and are applauded by others. Spirirs 
| ler our to che creature beyond all reaſon, equity, 

need, or uſe. Which meaſure the goodneſle of 

| things by the pleaſure they take in them, and 
not take pleaſure by the goodnefle rhat is in 
| Naz- things. Ae dune 74 aagorrey &, to dquptreys Minds en- 
flawed to things preſent,and led only by ſenſe and 
imagination z which extremely bribe and cor- 

rupt our Judgements. Saint Paul tels us of men 

1 TURG. 5* HrepSaquirer 77r 1815 Of COrrupt minds : Corruptio eft 
viliorss 
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viliors nature mixture ('S, Tho,) thenathiog is 
corrupted,when it admits a baſer natureto it, As 
Gold with Copper, Silver with Tin, is allayd, 
and looſeth of irs purity, worth and uſe ; So our 
minds which are of an higher nature than any 
thing under the Sun, when they are joyned to 
theſe things of baſe and infcriour kinde, are in- 
finirely diminiſhedand debaſed by them. 

There can bee 1H match ſounproportionable 
as this, for the 1nd of man to be enamoured of, 
and wedded to the creature ; If wee did but well 
know its native beauty, vigour, and excellency ; 
irs noble extration,deſcent, and capacity. YVaſtum 
& mfinitum al:quid bumanns ſpirat animws, fayes 
Tully, 1 he mind of man aſpires after an immenſe 
and erervall Good; nor can ir bee ſatisfied or 
happy with any thing lefle, 

On tbe other ſ1de compare the emptineſſe, va» 
nity, deformity, corruption, uncertainty, and no- 
thingneſle of all things under the Sun, which 


periſh in the very uſe of them; of which a man © ** 


can have no more certainty, than tf hee ſhould 
take a map of this dayes clouds, and compare 
them with to MOTTOW, "Arcyedy ©#%; roy 3a Itty I TY” 
More herterogeneall and undecent is this match 
of the Mind with the Creature, than if the roſe 
and flower, of youth and beauty, ſhould bee 
buryed with the aſhes and wrinkles of old 
age. 
: By this it comes to paſle, thar the minds of 
men, by a ſpirituall adultery, are divorced from 
that Obje& which is beſt, in ir ſelfe and ro us, 
O 2 which 


Ion 


Coruptio, 
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- Which above all wee ſhould ſeek to enjoy. They 


» become emnidtron, 3 elnaumr, } piagueyty Aer b GAG 2r6t, 
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Lovers of pleaſures, or the the world, or them- 


"ſelves, more than of God, 


Art levgth the coldnefſe of affetion growes 


Such. and the diſtance of mens minds from God 
* ſo great, the intercourſe by meditation and pray- 


/ pheſ $51 1 


? 


er ſo ſe1dome, that in ſtead of contemplation of 
him, and delighting in him,2Sthe only adzxquate 
Objc ofthe mind, ir begins above all things to 
bee eſtranged from him, and to live, 4:&, with- 
out God inthe world. Willingly ſhutting its eye 
that it may not ſee him; and fo farre as light 
doth break in, and convince of a God, it only, 
as aſhes of lightning, breeds feare in a vile and 
ſervile ſort; looking at God, only as a Being, 
armed with irreſiſtible power to hurt and pu- 
niſh, 

Et quem timet odit : It becomes 3:35. What 
it thus feares it growes tO hate, and ſeeks to op- 
poſe; and in the moſt high and deſperate A- 
theiſme, 0% tam credir quam cupit non eſſe Deum, 
not ſo much believes there is not, as ſecretly 
wiſheth there were no God, to take notice of, 
and revenge its diſorders and wickedneſle. 

Aud what the mind earneſtly defires, and ofr 
ſecks to perſwade it ſelfe is not, it begins at 
length to rhirk jt not indeed ; and by an affeRa- 
ted and reſolved Arheifme, willingly neglects ro 
know, to feare, to love, to ſerve, to enjoy him, 


Jebuny know is life erternall, to feare is ſecuri- 


,to love is the divineſt comtorr, to ſerve is the 
trueſt 
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erueſt liberty, toevjoy is the only happineſſe and 
content of the mind. 
Ar laſt they grow deviliſh and reprobate ,, 


minds, ſuch as fin with greedineſle, mock God, © 
and contemne what ever is facred , loving dark- {%-3-t5- 
neſle more than light ; deſpiſing rhe blood of ac..0.:9. 


the Covenant and wiltully forſaking their own 
merciesand happineſle, 

Thus you fee how the Mind of man becomes 
degraded from the tygheſt pitch and obje't God ; 
and miſerably decayed, in reſpect of its nobleſt 
capacity and operations ; That as a weak braine 
it cannot now look to fo great an heighth ; as a 
bleare eye, is offended with ſoglorious a Light : 
either Atheiſing, (7. e.) hath not, or defires no 
God at all : or 1dolizing, and eres falſe gods: 
or its luxuriancy and wantonnefle runs out to 
ſuperſtitious and vaine worſhipping of the true 
God : hardly containing it ſelfe in thoſe bounds, 
which right reaſon, the word of God, the maje- 
ſty, purity, and ſobriety of true Religion doth 
permit or preſcribe. 

And notthus only are our minds decayed in 
their chiefeſt excellercy.and immediate reſets 
to God, which wee call Religion; But farther,in 
the wbole tenour of mens lives and ations, you 
may diſcover minds full of baſcnefle, diſorder and 
unreaſonablenefle. mr mrrngis i097, ayes Chryſ{oft, 


W icked men are unreaſonable men. Pſal,1 4.14, * 737: 


Are they not without underſtanding that work 
wickedneſle > Adeo omnts inordinatus animus [161 


pena, In this is every icordinate mind ics = 
r 
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firſt and ſevereſt puniſher ; — and loofing 


that honour of right reaſon, where 
and excell the beafts. 

Doe but trace mens ations, and in them you 
ſhall ſee the print and Idea of their minds, 

Inſant eſſe animi non ſanus juret Oreſies, 
Noman ſo mad, but will proteſt they are the ef- 
feRs of unreaſonable minds. 

I Is any thing more unreaſonable than fo farre 
to feare the face of man, and to bee awed by his 
ſight, as not to doe any thing ſhametull and un- 
decent before him; (except there be atrrita frons, 
brazen or no fore-heads ? ) and yer neither to re- 
verenceour ſelves, and the witneſſe of our owne 
conſciences, nor the preſence and all-ſecing eye 
of God ; who, wee think, ſces not our ſecret and 
ſhamefull aRtionszand ſo upon the point we deny 
him to bee God, becauſe not omniſcient ; or if 
wee doe, then adde wee to our ſin amoſt notori 
ous impudence. 

2 Is any thing more unreaſonable, than of a 
ſhort, pretious, and uncertaine life,to expend the 
prime and morne of ourtime, the flower of our 
wit and ſtrength, to ſerve fin and the Devill? re- 
ſerving only the dregs and bran of our age, for re- 
pentance and devotion ; whereas indeed nothing 
ſhould bee done with more vigour and vivacity, 
than virtuous and pious ations : Beſides all this, 
we run a deſperate hazard of our ſoules, andrtheir 
erernall ſalvation ; venturing fo great a treaſure 
in ſo fraile a bark ; whereas indeed as David ſaid 
to ſonathan, As the Lord lies and as thy ſoule lives, 


Cven 


y we are men 
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even the ſtrongeſt, youngeſt, and moſt confident 
of us all, there is but a ſtepbetweene us and 
death. 

3 Is ary thing more unreaſonable than in old 
age, when our Sun is almoſt ſer, when wee have 
lictle time to live, and needleaſt, yet then to 
minde and covet the world moſt; ſo much 
ſtudying the body, as to negleR the ſoules 
proviſion z to value a moment, and light eter- 
nity ? 

4 Is any thing more unreaſonable, than to re- 
ceive many, great, and daily bleſſings from the 
almoſt prodigall hand of God; and yer to be ſo 
farre from being thank full for them, that wee are 
more offenſive to the Giver by them ? diſho- 
rouring him by his very bleſſings of peace, 
health, plenty, beauty, ſtrength, parts, wit, and 
learning,&c. abuſing all to pride, vanity, ex- 
ccſle,&c. Becauſe God is conſtantly Good, wee 
are cot:fidently evill, 

5 Is any thing more unreaſonable, than for a 
man to {weare grats## 5, e. tempted neither by 
profit nor pleaſure ; and either out cf a proud 
affeAation of Gallantry, or out of paſſion a- 
gainſt anothers folly, to blaſpheme the name of 
that God and Saviour, by which man pretends 
to bope ſor ſalvation. If there bee a God above 
us, how can they bee guiltleſle that rake his name 
in vaine z making that cheap and prophanely 
obvious, which all wiſe and gcod men have eſtee- 
meed and uſed, as moſt :credand reverend z If 
there bec no God, how vaine then are their vio- 
P lear 
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ſent expreſſions, their frequent and paſſionate 
ſwearings ? 

6 ls any thing more unreaſonable, than to 
diſobey his commands, who needs not our Ser- 
vice, but we necd his commands ;z who therefore 
honours us with his commands, «t habeat cauſas 
remwserandi, that hee may bave occaſion to re- 
ward our obedience ; by violating whoſe precepts 
and lawes, wee at once, in effeR, deny all his Ar- 
tributes, As if hee were neither wiſe nor good, 
inenaQing ſuch lawes ; nor powerfull nor juſt in 
vindicating them. 

7 Wee cannot endure a man that hath a heart 
and a heart, that is, none at all ; whoſe mind and 
expreſions are alwayes twO, and at variance. 
Wee rather entertaine ſuch with jealouſie and 
fuſpition, than confidence and affeion z becauſe 
wee know all is but outſide, a ſhew, and ſimula- 
tion only for their owne ends : And is not that 
Eypecrife of thoſe S. ſames calls 4iloze ardpres 
double-minded men, moſt impudent and unrea- 
ſonable ; which they feare not to offer to God ? 
while they delire only (unprorrmow x, mpTrw) tO ap- 
peare, not to bee ſeriouſly and ſolidly religious z 
whoſe 4fe#rons are but Aﬀetations , whoſe pro- 
feſſton branches beyond the root of their know- 
ledge ; whoſe rel:210n is but the part they aQ to 
pleaſe ſome ſpeftators ; the paint of their aRi- 
ons, and the cloak they aſſume, to palliate and 
compaſle their poore and ſmall defignes of fa- 
vour, or profit, &c. Forgetting that nothing be- 
comes the ſimplicity of Gods being, and his ſe- 
TIOUS 
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rious intentions of good to man, more than that 
62:2ziree, finceriry and ſoundneſle of minde to 
Him ard his ſervice. Nor 15a man ever more 
unfaichfull ro his owne ſoule, than when hee 


doubles and falſifics with God: What is the ,. 


hope of the Hypocrite, when God ſhall take 
eway his ſoule?Nothing leaves a man more hard- 
ned and deſperate than Hypocriſie, 

8 Weare impatient that our words and prom. 
ſes ſhould be diobebecedand returned upon us with 
the reproach of a lie: And is it not moſt unrea- 
ſonable, that wee ſhould doubr, or nor beleeve 
at all, or utterly deny the word, the Goſpel, the 
promiſes and truth of God; making hima lyar 
who is the firſt, moſt neceſlary and eternall rruth, 
whonever did, and its impoſſible hee ſhould, ej- 
ther erre or deceive ? 

9 Weethink it juſt rhat whoſo offends our 
meannefle , and expeRs to reingratiate himſelfe 
to our favour , ſhould at leaſt ingenuouſly ac- 
knowledge his fault, and promiſe amends, upon 
ſuit of our pardon: And is it not moſt unrea- 
ſonable that when our conſciences tell us, wee 
have often and highly offended the God of hea- 
ven, yet never to bee touched with remorſe and 
ſorrow for our fins , but perfiſt with dry eyes to 
adde fin unto fin: Abuſing that long; ſuffering of 
God, which ſhould lead us to repentance: hard- 
ning our hearts by what ſhould melt them, rhe 
patience and longanimity of God, which is {o 
great and exceſhve, being provoked every day, 
T hat if wee bad no other Argument ro convince 
thcre 
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there is a God immenſly good, this were e- 
nough ; for no finite patience could forbeare fo 
long. 

Wee daily pray for, ard expe forgiveneſſe 
from the Majeſty of God, for our numberleile 
and hainous offenſes, which it wee obraine nor, 
it had beene good for usthat wee bad never been 
borne. And is it not moſt unreaſonable, that 
wee ſhould be ſo ſenſible of the leaſt injury offe- 
ycd ro our vileneſle ; fo ſhort ſpirited, rhat like 
powder wee kindle upon the leaſt ſpaike of of- 
fenſe, and inſtantly flame to revenge. Thar like 
Eſau, or that evill ſervant in the Goſpel, Mat.1s, 
28, YVece feed our minds with ſuch black and de- 
ſperate thoughts, as to count nothing ſufficient 
to redceme our honours, or repaire Our wrongs, 
butthe very bluod and life of our brother. That 
being morrall, wee ſhould meditate fuch immor- 
tall diſpleaſure ; and to expiate in point of ho- 
nour ſome ſmall negle& or affront (which a great 
2nd noble minde would paſle over, qurope minms 
ſemper & exigut eft animi minimique woluptas, 
wltio; and a Chriſtian minde for Chriſts ſake 
would forgive: ) fo as to adventure at once the 
ſacrificing two ſoules to the Devill and cternall 
death : So that what event ſoever a Ducll bath, 
wee doc our ſoules 2 greater injury, than is in any 
mans power to doe us. If God had beene thus 
ſpeedy and implacable to thee, thou had(t not 
lived to have ſtood ſo much upon thy termes, 
to ſet a bigher value on that 7dol, thy Reputa- 
tion , than upon thy God, thy Saviour, thy bro- 
thers 
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thers and thine owne ſoules falvation. 

Hic animus atque be ſunt generoſi Princips 
Artes ? Are theſe the expreſſions of reaſonable 
minds? of gererous and great ſpirits > As Lafan- 
tis ſaid Of Jupiter, whom they ſtiled Opt, Max. 
Maximus ſit, cert Optimus non et z (0 may 1 ſay 
of theſe, How great minds they are I know nor, 
but I am ſure they are not very good ; having 
lictle of reaſon orreligion, which are the only 
raiſers and enlargers of the mind, 

Thus true it IS, That (mim doeuis drei2) All 
wickedneſle is for want of wiſedome; all fin the 
defeR and lign of an unreaſonable Mind: And 
though ir be ſer off with never ſo many ſhewes of 
wit, and countenanced by greatnefſ; yer it drawes 
decp of folly and extreme fotriſhneſle; ſuch as 
a Chriſtian mind ſhould count moſt unworchy 
of it ſclfe,and its Authour, God, ſince ir blemiſh- 
eth its chiefeſt ornament, Reaſon and the beau- 
ty of reaſon, which is Religion. 

Thus wee may ſee, and ſeeing I cannot but ſtand 
a while ad deplore the miſerable ruines and de- 
cayes of this excellent creature,man, and his ex- 
cellency,the mind : which the hand of the beſt 
and wiſeſt Maker, had at firſt framed to ſogood- 
lya frame and beauty, that it ſeemed a fic Type 
and Modell to repreſent its Makers skill and per- 

teions, 

Nature tmperio gemimus, wee arc naturally 
prone to grieve, and pitty to ſec the ruines of a 
ſtately building , whoſe heighth might bave 
ſhook hands with beaven, or to ſee an elegant 
Ti piece 
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piece or ſtatue, wherein the Art and curioſity of 
the Workman had contended with Nature and 
the life it ſcl/e, now every-where flawed and de- 
formed : only ſuch lincaments lett as ſerve ro 
(hew,how well it deſerves our pitry,and if it were 
poſſible, our Repair. 

; How much more worthy of our ſerious con- 
ſideration and forrow, are the Decayes and Dila- 
| pidations of theſe goodly ſiruQures. our ſelves ? 
not only the -aſe-Court, and out-walls of onr bo- 
dies, nor that ward of our ſenſitive appetite 
and phantafies but that Sacrarium, that Holy of 
Holics, our Spirits and Minds , ſpoyled of all 
thoſe rich divine ornaments they were once ador- 
ned withall. And this not by the 7njwry of Time, 
but our owne voluntary fin, and which is moſt 
deplorable, of our ſelves weedaily fink and moul- 
der to an utter vaſtation and eternall ruine, For 
though wee had power to impaire and waſte our 
ſelves, yet have wee neither $k1ill nor will of our 
ſ-lves ro renew and repaire ; till chat ennvd. the 
firſt, wiſe, and powerfull Builder enable us with 
power from above, to renew that by his grace 
and Spirit, which wee have waſted by our owne 
ſin and folly. 

Nor did that ws as Irwngy Gs , the great worker, 
God,ſhew more power,wiſedome,and goodneſſe 
in our firſt framing, than bee doth Grace,Mercy, 
and pitty in-our reforming. While wee (alas) 
pleaſe our ſelves in our rubbiſh, and dance in our 
| 2ſhes and ruines, our fins and follies, His truth 
diſcovers our decaycs and danger z his - 

| irres 
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ſirres us up to conſider them,to grieve for them, 
to be aſhamed of them; and enables us to ſer to 
the work of renewing : having ſet before us a 
paterne, the expreſle Image of himſelte in our 
nature, His Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,ro 
whoſe beauty and perfefions a Chriſtian minde 
ought daily to aſpire ; who as hee requires this 
work of us, ſo hee enables us to itz and that hee 
may the more encourage us, he doth in ſome ſort 
count it ours, and will reward us for it, by crown- 
ing his graces in us. 


The third Part. 


Thus baving ſeene ( Reverend, Honourable, 
and beloved ) the mary great and univerſall ru- 
ines, and decayes Of our minds , both in reaſon 
ard Religion, and ſo how great need wee have of 
renewing , It is now time wee look tothe third 
particular, The manzer of the Work,as it ishere 
recommended to us by the Spirit of God. Be re- 
newted fc, 

This wee will conſider in two things anſwera- 
ble to the Decayes. 

I In point of Reaſon, which is the naturall ex- 
cellency of the mind, ſo farre as it looks to this 
preſent life. 

2 In point of Religion and Grace, which is 
the ſupernaturall excellency , as it looks to the 
like to come, 

1 Reaſon i the Manife # ation of the divine will 
inthe creature, It is as 4 right line orthred of 

| wiſedome 
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wiſedome which runs through all things , by 
which every thing is ficted and tyed together,by 
a ſuitableneſſe and proportion of their formes 
and ends; andall of them as lines ina Circle, di- 
verſe in their circumference, but meeting in one 
Center, the glory of God their Maker, 

God hath endewed the ſoule of man with an 
ability which wee call rhe mid or rationall fa- 
culry, to find out this rule and law both in him- 
ſelfe and all creatures by diſcourſe: and having 
found it, his conſcience tyes him to follow and 
obſerve it, both towards bimſclfe and all things 
withouc him. 

This tye and relation of reaſon is moſt con- 
ſtant and unchangeable in all things which work 
and are moved by inſtin& and neceſſity ad unum, 
only thereaſonable creatures which have «»n 59:7, 
a free-will and liberty of working, doe ofren 
ſwerve from this rule of Reaſon; which whoſo 
moſt obſerves, we count a wiſe and prudent man 
whoſo by ſenſuality and paſſion violates,we count 
him 44 £ 4xc;-r, fooliſh, diſorderly, and unrea- 
ſonable. 

God is the moſt rationall Agent, doing allto 
arightend, and by fitting meanes; having wiſe- 
dome to diſpoſe , and power to effect beyond all 
poſſibility of power, or reſiſtance, 

Mans beſt improvement of reaſon is, to find 
out and propound to himſelfe the right end, 
which is Gods, and muſt bee good; and to uſe 
fitting meanes, which muſt be honeſt, in all his 
Actions to bimſclfe and others. 
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'OMyG ad n' fliarrca ampardoce, ( Ariff.) Reaſon ſtil! 
enformes us beſt, This Rule, /#xts rationth vive- 
re, tO live by Reaſon, Philoſophers and wiſe tnen 
of the world thought the higheſt, beſt, and ſuffi- 
cient Rule to live by, which would bring a man 
tothe beſt end, in the ftuition of which conſiſted 
Happineſje, or that S ummun bon, 

By this Rule [ Regſos | they did and ſaid many 
things very noble, and commendable,wel-becom- 
ming the dignity of the mind of man; at leaſt for 
the materiality of their aions,civill and moral! : 
as the ena#:ng of juſt and wholeſome lawes , the 
cont ituting of formes of Government, and wel. 
ordering of Common-weales, for admin tration 
of Juſtice in both kinds, for moderating the ſen- 
ſuall Apperites,for compoſing the paſhons, &c. 

Though they ſeeme to have failed in the main 
end,whichchiefly formes and qualifies both ARi- 
ons and Agents, towit, the glory of the great Crea- 
tor z while they did things nor our of Conſct- 
ence,and obedience to his will, but our of reſpect 
and love they had to their Countrey or theme 
ſelves, out of an inſatiable deſire of Glory and 
immortality of Fame. Hence their minds grew 
vaine and proud, which blemiſhed bottrrkem- 
ſelves, ahd the moſt ſpecious of theif doings or 
ſuftcrings. For although theſe men went farre in 
renewing their minds by the light of Reaſon, ro 
a reſtrainedand civilized remper, above the moſt 
of men ; yetthey came farre ſhort of that high» 
eſt and divineſt pitch of Renovation, wbich is in 
reſpe& of true piery and Religion, which is The 

Q. minds 
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minds conformity tothe will of God , for what con- 
cernes 4 better and eternall life , which is the ſpeci- 
all effc& of Chbrif:anfaith , and this is the Grace 
of God. 

InreſpeR of this [457 and great end, the Glory 
of God in the ſaving of our ſoules, I need not 
... tell you, how blinde agen is andever was, inthe 

.wiſeit of naturall men. You know how confuſed 
and uncertaine all was that they gueſſed or dif- 
courſed of the Soules immortality and after-hap-« 
pineſſe, w' ich ſo farre as they did expe, it was 
only grounded on a mans owne Righteowſneſſeand 
good works,not upon anothers, applied by Faith, 
which is only the Chriſtians light. 

For"bate Reaſon will never ſuffice to find out 
its owne defeAs, the nature of fin, and miſery by it, 
nor the fall of man, which no Philoſophers drea- 
med of; Much lefle of the way of repairing by the 
free love and mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt 
our great Redeemer, Forthis, the mind needs a 
ſapernaturall light of rhe word of God and his 
Spirit : Which only can raiſe the ſoule to ſee its 
owne miſery,and accept of Gods mercy. 

So that what the mind isnot able, inthis great 
myſtery of our ſalvation , by Reaſon to inventor 
comprehend, for the uniting of two at ſo infinite 
diſtance, as a moſt holy and juſt God anda finfull 
many Its narrowneſſe and incapacity is ſupplied 
by the Grace of faith ; truſting in, adhzring to, 
. and relying upon the truch, mercy, and power of 
rbe Promiſer and Revealer of theſe wmarie vo, 
great things of God; as alſo for the effeRing of 
them, 2. $0 
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- 2 So that (bri##ian faith is the greateſt im- 
proving and _— of the mind, bringing the 

| oule back to thar firſt and beſt objeR,God; from 
whom by fin it was alienated anddiverted to the 

k creature, And the nearer the mind approaches. 
by faith to God, the more it partakes of his light \ 
| and grace; the more is the divine Image renewed 

| inthe mindand whole man, which wee call Hol:- 

| aeſſe ; which is a ſtudy of conformity to the will 

| ot God, —_ from the apprehenſion and bee 


liefe of his neſle in himſelfe,and bis love to 
, us in Chrit. 
For untill a man believes this truth of God in 
f the Goſpel, and ſees thoſe better things offered ' 
{ * tohimin Chriſt, hee cannot mind the things of 


God, with any delight or comfort , as being ei- 
ther incredible , or 1umpertinent and unprofitable 
unto him; The myſteries of God being, asthar of 
regeneration to Nicodemws , hidden and ſtrange , ,, , 
Paradoxes,rather than ſaving truths and gracious 
promiſes, 

And certainly, till wee believe that God hath 
loved w freely in Chrift , our minds cannotbee 
carried with that filiall love ro him as a Father. 
Tantum amamuw quantum credimus., As farre as wee 
believe we love,as we love we live. 

; Till we believe God will ſave «s,as he hath pro- 
miſed, upon our turning from fin to Chriſt, wee 
cannot ſerve him with that free and faithfull ſer- 
vice, as hee requires. 

Till wee believe in ſome meaſure , that God 
hath chofen us in Chriſt to bee his for ever, wee 
() 2 cannot 
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capnat quit our minds of arber thing 
him for ovr bigheſt good and 0 


$,and chooſe 
nly happineſle. 
Therefore wee ſee the low 4nd zarrop mwds of 
menout of Chriſt,ſeck only to ſupply rheir wants 
and pleaſe themſelves with theſe ſmall, rempora- 


ry, and appearing gocd things which this life af- 
fords. T beir deſires and feares, their ſhadowes of 
content, their dreames of honour, of happineſle 
how meancand poore! how falſe and deluding ! 
low much tobe pictied ! having nothing in their 
a\me, which is worthy the minds dignity , oran- 
{wcrable tothe ſouls infinite capacity and dura» 
tion. 

Only true Chriſtians, that is, Belcevers, above 
all ſes and profeſſions, have given great proofe 
of the true magnaxnimily of theur noble and genc- 
rous minds, Both indoing and ſuffering g baving 
minds by faifh renewed, and (o raiſes, that hey 
were able to deſpeſe all that the world eftecmed, 
to contemne all they threatned or inflicted, to de- 
ny themſelves unto death ; their minds bein 
fixed on that life, treaſure, and happineſſe, whic 
God hath offered to mankind in Jeſus Chriſt. 

So then,/7eſw Chri#, wee ſee, is that firſt,great, 
and ſoveraigne obje&, whom whilſt our winds by 
faith look upon, they are renewed, raiſed, beauti- 
fied, ennobled, and transformed : the mad of 
. Chriſt being that excellent type by 
which ours mu cd, as the 
ſcribes. Let the ſame mind be in you, which was 
alſo in Jeſus Chriſt, ſo boly, ſo pure, ſo heaven- 
ly , ſo compoſed: whoſe ſpirit 1n and with your 

pirits 
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ſpirity effeRs this you and happy worke of re- 
newing. For Chrs#t. is not, as other paternes, dead 
and unaRive, bur eperatwwe, and affimilating thoſe 


to bimfelfe,who ſtrive to imitate his vertues and cz. :0. 


perfeQiony. Therefore the Apoltle Paul, a lear- 
ned and judicious man, determined to know no- 


thing (as his maine) but Jeſus Chri#t and bem cru- 1 Cor.1.2, 


cified, 

Other learning and Philoſopby may free us from 
barbariſme in manners,and ignorance of the crea- 
rares z but faith in Chriſt crucified only is able 


to redecme us from our vaine converſation , tO «Petit, 
mortifie our fins, to raiſe up our ſoules to confi- * 


der themſelves, their great and laſt end,and high- 
eſt cternall good, which is God , conſidered in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 


That X apſoay of humane knowledge, or rather : Tim.s 1% 


Opion (indeed but 44%wws yroos) with which 
men ſo ſtuffeand cramb their minds, of things 
that geed not be knowne, or ought not, or cannot 
fully beknowne, (whoſe ignorance were ſafe and 
commendable) what doth it but (as the Apoſtle 


tels us) puffe up ? as 2 falſe conception breeds = co, 5. 7. 


oBly (:/ovc1r) 2 ſovelling and abortion of pride,and 
ſelfe-conceit z but brings forth nothing ofthoſe 
(me%ars) noble and generous effects in their 
j oy , Which become the divine nature of the 
oule, 

Certainly, though a man had devoured all the 
learning of Philoſophers, Hiſtorians, Poers,Di- 
vines,and Humagiſts, yet (as P haraobs lean Kine) 
the mind would be never the fatter or fairer, but 
Q3 ill 
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ſtill empty and unſatisfied in it ſelfe , and j11-fa- 
voured in the fight of God : as that poore max 
that dreamed hee cat and drank and was filled, but 
when the ſoule awakes, inthat morning of eter- 
nity ( death or the reſurreQion) it will find all 
without the knowledge of Chriſt to be but vani- 
ty of inind, and vexation of ſpirit. 

In allotherlearning,the mind doth but pick up a 
few ſtrawes , leaves and feathers, the notions and 
{catterings of a dark , confuſed, and defeRive 
knowledge , to make it ſelfea ſmall neſtof tem- 
porary content ; which will be ſoon caſtdowne, 
whendeath, as a whirle-wind, overtakes us; the 
mind will be left dubious, wandrivg, and diſtra- 
Red, not having been truly wiſe to get by faich a 
ay manſion for it ſelfe in that Rock Chriſt Je- 
Us, 

Now this rezew:ng of the mind, is 20t a work of 
wit and parts , but of grace and devotion; Ir is 
not ſtrength of reaſon, nor depth of judgement, 
nor acurtexeſſe of invention, nor faithfulneſſe of 
memory, nor vat neſſe of -—_—_ nor ſubtilty of 
diſpute, nor herghth of ſpeculation, that re- 
newes the carnall and naturall mind : all theſe 
abilities doe often want moſt renewing, to rake 
off that pride and vanity of mind , which com» 
monly attends them; to purge out that /eaver, 
which puffes them up to vain-glory and ſelfe- 
ſceking; to bring them, as the Wiſe mes of the 
Ea#t,in all humilicy and devotion to ſeek Chriſt, 
and offer up thoſe treaſures of wit and learning, 
to the Honour of God,the Giver. 

Belceve 


preached at Oxford. 


Beleeve it , Small and moderate minds for wit, 
capacity, and ſecular learning, yet if ſanRified by 
faith, are often raiſed to more eminent expreſſi- 
ons of love, joy, zeale, patience, conſtancy, and 
all good affeRions; for —_—_ they cannot for- 
mally diſpute, yet they can ſuffer,dye for Chriſt ; 
and though they bee not learned in humane Arts 
and Sciences, yet they have learn'd the firſt and 
hardeſt leſſon in Chriſtianity, which is, to deny 
themſelves in point of pleaſures,profirs, honours, 
and outward contents, more than many of the 
wiſe and learned ; whoſe /earz#izg, while they 
nouriſh proud, ſenſuall, and Atheiſticall minds, 
is but their crime and burthen , ſerving only to 
die their fins to a deeper tinQure of folly ; and is 
as a mil tone about their necks , that ſinks their 
ſoules toa farther degree of condemnation. 

And doe wee not often ſee, men of great wits 
and noble endowments for nature and induſtry, 
who have no cauſe to disbeleeve the word of 
God, fince hee never yet failed of his promiſe; 
and hath confirmed the truth of the Goſpel, by 
ſo many infallible witneffes, Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Martyrs, Confeſlors, by Miracles,by Sacraments, 
and what ever might induce men ( morally ) to 
accept of his mercy in Chriſt,and live according- 
ly. Yettheſe men, not having minds renewed 


by faith, count all but, asthe Athenians, babling 4917.13. 


and fool:ſbneſſe of preaching ; continuing to 
pleaſe themſelves with momentary and periſh- 
ing Objects , meane time, with extreme {in and 
folly ( which will bee their miſery at laſt } they 
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negle@ that great ſalvation, which God hath of- 
fered to wind in Jeſus Chriſty greater rban 
which geitbex the ſoule can defire, por God can 

ive, fincetbe Author, Meanes, and End is God 


| himlſelfe. 


We ſceinthe Goſpel,till the Prodigall came 
to himſelfe ( peregrinatus exim emnu inordinatu 
animw, Chryſol, for wicked and mordinate 
minds are alwayes from home , butied abour all 
but themſelves; ) till bce returned ad ſantorem 
mentem,to conſider ſeriouſly the neceffitous way 
inte which hee was falne, and wherein bee main- 
taired himſelfe , only ſo farre as to bee ſenſible 
of his ſordid miſery z and till hee thought of the 

lenty both of his fathers affeRion and proviſion, 

ce was not reſolved to quit his husks and brutiſh 
company. | 
Primum eft compoſite ments argaumentum ſecum 
conſi ftere,jit is the firſt ſtep or ligneof a renewed 
mind, tobe compoſed, to tarry at home, to bee 
with and refle& on ir ſelfe : which faith alone 
makes it todoe, bringing the mind back from 
the former vanity and extravagancy , and waking 
it ſeriouſly retire to it. felie and irs Author, God, 
its Saviour, Chriſt, what hee is, and what hee 
hath done for us, revealed to us, and requireth 
of us; All which the 14nd by Siccoakidering 
of, aſlenting to,and relying upon, is in ſome de- 
gree renewed daily,to irsprimitive beauty and in- 
tegrity ; new light inthe under!tanding ; new ob- 
jects to the will ; new motions to the affeRions z 
new actions in our converſation, which are all bur 
earneſt 
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earneſt and pledges of that fulneſſe and perfeQi- 
on, which the foule ſhall at laſt receive inthe 
viſion and fruition of God and Chriſt in the 
life to come, when both ſoule and body ſhall bee 
renewed to an undecayable perfeRion. 


The Fourth P art. 


Thos have wee ſeene the nature, the ruines, and 
way of renewing the mind, Give mee leave now 
inthe fourth place, to preſent ro you the /de« or 
Charafter of a renewed mind ; which ( as hee ſaid 
of virtue) if wee could difcerne with our bodily 
eyes, it would ſtrangely win upon and raviſh our 
aftetions. 

There are three Regrons of minds, as of ayre of 
heavens. 

1 Thefirſt is of low, earthly, and debaſed to 
ſenſes and rhe'things of this world, which covet 
much more, and yer nothing more,than this lite 
and the body needs. 

2 The ſecond is a higher and middle Regionof 
minds z which are raiſed above the vulgar, in de- 
fire of knowledge, honour and renowne ; ds <a 
rivews Theſe are vdaxzpbrer, rather high-minded 
than heavenly ; wnoeltrru, as Comets raiſed up 
and more lightſome than others , but (till of 
groſſe and earthly qualities, and will foone 
vaniſh, 

3 The third and bigheit Region is of minds, 
that are as the Starres 1m the Firmament , pure, ho- 


ly, heavenly ; as heaven full of light , beaury, or- 
R der, 
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der, tranquillity, and conſtancy of motion z i5- 
bias, roy, the reach of inferiour things z not 
ſubje& ro mutation or corruption , of 4 ſweet and 
bappy influence to all inferiour faculties, which 
are asthecarth, or lower world of the man, Ir is 
mens vicins Deozas the higheſt heaven, ſothe re- 
newed mind isncere to God himſelfe ; above all 
things looking fo him, filled with him, adores, 
admires , wn, gr converſeth with God. Good 
thoughts as good Angels, deſcending in all bumble 
acknowledgement of its owne diſtance and un- 
worthineſle ; yet aſcending by faith to the con- 
remplation of the infinite perfeftions of God 
himſelfe, and his mercifull communicating of 
himſelfe to us through Jefus Chriſt. 

This makes a renewed mind never alone , 2 
good mans ſolitude more to bee enviedthan all the 
company in the world : For as God hath made us 
todies fit to converſe with things corporall ; ſo 
minds ad ſpirits for a mentall and ſpirituall com- 
munion with himſelfe, by meditation. and prayer, 


which are the fruits of faith. 


, 
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The renewed mind alone ſees God upon earth, 
and diſcernes his wayes, which are hidden from 
the eyes of the world. In Warres and tumwults, jt 
looks upon the avger of Princes, the injuries of 
men and their rebellious ſpirits z and conſiders 
the juſt judgement of God upon finfull men, 
corrupted with long peace, whoſe ſpirits are 
ſtir'd up to puniſh cach other: And through al 
trmes and mutations of humane affaires , it ſtill 
marks and expeRs Gods care and fairhfulneſle, 
for 
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for the preſervation of the Ark b& Chorch, 2. 
midſt the inundation of warre and barbariſme , 
The Church being Gods great deſigne in this 
world,to which all States, Monarchs,Princes,the 

t men, and great things ofthis world are fub- 
ervient. 

Next to God, arenewed mind reflets upon, and 
reverenceth z: ſelfe ; ſtudies books, men, crea- 
tures, all things, but chiefly irſelfe ; counts it 
ſelfe as the /ewel/ of the man , precious and por- 
table ; all things wirbour as the lamber, which 
may be loſt, and muſtbe left. It turnes the current 
of affeRrons another way , and improves them by 
grace, tObetrer objets ; love, joy,deſire,delight 
to God and Chriſt,and the ng of good ; fear, 
hatred, griefe, anger,&c. againſt ſin, and the do- 
ing of evill. It conſiders fin as the greateſt de-1 
formity andevill that can befall, and which onl 
can hurt the ſoule. It bad rather bave Gods 
grace, than his temporall gifts: It eſteemes hea- 
ven not fo much for the impunity as the immani/ty 
from ſin : The happineſle it defires is a perfeRi- 
on of Holineſle ; and its glory a fle of 
Grace. 

In it ſelfe it is mens tranquills, full of compo- 
ſedneſle, tranquillity, and ſweet harmony ;which 
it counts fo divine a happineſſe,as no occurrence 
in the world is worthy to diſorder ir. It keeps a 


; ſmmerry of ations, and uniformiry of lifes 


making paſſions and affeRioos ſubjeR to reaſon, 
reaſon to faith, and faith to the truth and witlof 
God revealed. 

R 2 In 
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Inreſpetofmen, the renewed mind ſtudies to 
be wirls <aS1, as publike, diffuſive and univerſall 
a good as may be; not «verrunmumr, pragmatick 
and cenſorious, out of a pharifaicall vanity ; bur 
in 2 ſcrious, ſolid and primitive way of piety, dif- 
creetly reſerved,yet ingenuouſly communicative; 
counting it a balfe and defeive happineſſe to 
fave it ſelfe only ; © i? wro7 on{aom ow: 1plae reuCere 

For all other things in the world, it is mens ſa- 
piens, i.e, cut res ſapiunt ut ſunt, The renewed 
mind reliſheth and judgerh arighr of things, and 
accordingly lets out its affections unto them z 
»7yay 6 37eas 5igwnyit loves carthlythings,as thi ngs 
of a brittle temper, and when they are broke it 1s 
not much' troubled. 

It is mens quadrats, ſquare and fitted for all 
the caſts of that the world calls fortune, this 
counts Providence : ready to entertaine any Oc- 
curcence of life, as becomes one whom God 
loves; no condition befalls in which it finds not 
occaſion to improve ſome grace or virtue by ex- 
erciſing of it. 

It is mens tmmota; as a Rock fo is the renewed 
mind, inthe ſtormes and inquierudes of the ſea 
of this world ; wherein others are toſſed and o- 
verwhelmed, its firmneſſe and conſtancy the more 
appeares: Ponderibus librats ſuis: fo balanced 
and ferled upon its weighty and ſerious intenti- 
ons, and hopes for eternity, «t /# frafus iabatur 
oxbis mmpavidum ferient ruine, 

It expefts the greateit troubles and comforts from 
»i#hiz ; for all without the renewed mind, as 

Noahs 
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Noabs Ark, . when the old world , menof old, 
groſle, and earthly minds fink to deſpaire, and 
are drowned ir a deluge of their owne feares, 
This is then raiſed higher, and by faith and pray- 
er makes neerer approaches unto heaven. The 
pulls and ſtreſſes of worldly calamities doe but 
faſten the anchor of its hope, that it gers the bet- 
ter hold; for the worſe things it finds inthis life, 
the more confidently it expects better in the life 
to come, 

Ir is mens defecata; ſhake and ſtirre it never fo 


much, yet as acleere and living ſpring it ſoore- 


recovers its ſetled purity, and difcovers nothing 
fxculent or unſavory. Angry, but not ſowred to 
malice z «heerful, but not vaine z provident, but 
not diſtruſting ; i»d«#yioxs, but not covetous , 
liberall, but not profuſe ; abonnding , but not 
proud z advanced, but not infolent ; learned, bur 
yet humble ; poore, bur yet content, & »erum Do- 
minus nil cupiendo , ſupplyes its wants from it 
ſ-lfe,but cutting off irs deſires. 

Its joyes and comforts are not that (meawsz) ſu- 
perfluity and torrent of ſenſuall and worldly 
joyes, which as a winter-ſtreame ſoone abate, 
ſpending themſelves apace, and beſides leaves a 
ſquallor,ard filch after chem upon the corſcience: 


But as a mode#t ſpring, its joyes riſe and run in a - 


ſecrer, cleere, and ſilent ſtreame ; but yer fidelibus 
4quis, conſtant and perennant, ſuch as the great- 
«ſt drought of afflition cannor overcome. 


In a word, the renewed mindas a #0ble ftreame - 


paſſeth clcere by all thoſe pleaſant things which 
R 3 wcrldly 
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worldly minds admire, and are detained within 
the circular eddy of their owne fancies : This 
keeps its deſires within the banks of moderation 
and content ; being impatient of reſiftance ſtill 
haſtens its courſe towards its great Sire, the Oce- 
an. Irrequieta et anims nojtre, donec ade redeat, 
Domine; never quiet till it hath attained to God, 
the firſt and great Mind : There it drffluſe:b and 
looſeth it ſelfe in the viſion and contemplation 
of his immenſity and perfeRion ; where being u- 
nited , it enjoyes God, Chriſt, and it ſelfe in an 
eternall fulneſſe and novelty, 


It is now time that wee looke toward a Con- 
clufion. Although the wesght and beavty of this 
Subje& be ſuch, as _ well ſave me the labour 
of ſtirring up your afte&ions; preſuming that I 
ſpeakto an Audience, for the moſt part, pioufly 
learned, and judiciouſly devout : Who, I hope, 
heare your ſelves rather commended , for whar 


-you have already begun to doe,thaneither taught 


what to doe, or taxed for being wanting in a bu- 


" ſinefle ſo well-worthy your ſelves, and your beſt 


— as this is, the Renewing of your 
minds, 

And indeed | think my ſelfe happy,(Reverend 
andthe reſt learned Auditors ) that , by your fa. 
vour, I have this opportunity offered me (which 
my owne weakneſle might not have aſpired un- 
to) chat is, Torecommend fo ſerious, ſublime, 
and neceſlaryan Argument,as this of the Renew- 
ivg our minds, to ſonoble,ſo learned, ſo choice, 

and 
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and conſiderable an Aſſembly, conſiſtivg of 
Minds and Spirits more elevated, enlarged and 
ennobled than _—_ 
And certainly, this duty of renewing our 
minds, a$ it concernes all men , fo it challengerh 
the pratice of it, from none more than from 
: To whom it will bee an extreme ſhame to 
Cocnmnted by others in piety and bolineſle, as 
_ as you exceed them in lkeaming and know- 
e. 
G Let not that of S. Aug»/#ine bee verefied 
of us: IndofAt repiunt celum, nos cum dofirinis xo- 
firs perimws, Poore and fimple minded men wo (ro of we 
crowd into heaven, and wee with all our lear-, /.. fo: "A 
ning coldlyand ſcatcely creep thitherward. [ou wir FT 
[t will bee little comfort at laſtto dye with}, 7"... 
thoſe words, Quantxs Artifex pereo ? The fall of \, woes 
Angels, you know, was the moſt deſperate and ir-$ gti is £ 
re parable : the cleerer the light, againſtwhich wee {.., to 603) 6 
fin, the ſtraiter and heavier will the chaines Of Cor a 5 >ilog 
everlaſting darknefle ly upon us. Qs cual # 
It is not /earning, but renewed , that is, ſanRi- 
fied learning chat will comfort us, thatwill ſave /” 
us, that will ſecure us, while wee preach to others 
the way of —_—_ ſelves ſhall not be caſt-awayes. 
The new-fangled and phanta tick mind indeed de- 
ſpiſeth learning, ; but the renewed mind prizeth 
it, ſeeks it , and uſeth ir arighe, with bumiliry, 
with modeſty, with induftry, with the love of 
truth, with obedience to it, with a care and ten- 
derneſſe to the ſoules of poore people , with 
conſcietice to diſpenſe its talents to the giory 
O 
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of .God, and good of mankinde: 

Never did any t*mes (indeed) require and ex- 
at moreot learned men and Scholars, than theſe 


.noiw doe, in point of renewing our minds, our 


lives, our manners, to the paterne inthe Mount, 
the example of Chriſt and his holy Apoſtles, 
The faults you ſee of fome, are made the reproa- 
ches of all, by the raſh, unjuſt, and ignoraat cen- 
ſures of many, who offended with ſome drone or 
waſpe will bee revenged by overthrowing the 
whole Hive of Bees, O let us confute their er- 
rors, repreſlc their inſolencies,difarme their ma- 
lice, and if it be poſſible occaſion their envy, ra» 
ther than theircortumelious pitty, by a ſcrious, 
ſpeedy,and conſcientious following this precepr, 
and the example too; which is moſt noble and 


imitable in this great Apoſtle S. Paul, whoſe re-- 
- newed mind had learned in all eſtates to bee con-) 
tenr, to count-Godlineſle great gaine , toceter-, 
mine to know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt and him ' 
crucified, to glory inthe crofſe of Chriſt, to , 
elteeme all worldly wiſedome vaine,and fooliſh- , 


nefle, without the knowledge of God in Chriſt, 
to live with all good conſcience before God and 
men. 

This, this method of renewing our minds and 
livesto piety, holinefle, humility and conten- 
redneſle, will undoubtedly renew upon us, the 
love and favour, the honovr and integrity of lear- 
ning. 

Ir is certaine the world cannot want us, except 
they wiil be wanting to themſelves, in the moſt 
lordid, 
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ſordid, ſapine and brutiſh negligence that can be. 
Ir depends upon us what opinion and efteeme= 
men ſhall have of us. 

Wee ſhall eaſily overcome all the difficulties « 
and indignities of theſe times, if wee can but 0», 
vercome our hearts to this ſacred renovation, . 
which will render us accepted and honoured 
both of God, and of allwiſe, learned and 
men ; whoſe wiſedome and juſtice, no doubr, will 
as they ought diſcerne betweene the juſt puniſh- 
menrof ſome, and the noble encouragement of 
others; ror ſuffer the diſpleaſore againſt ſome 
mens atuſe of things to fwallow up the lawſull, 
juſt, and commendable uſe of them, 

For the ignorant, brutiſh and impertinent cla» , 
mours of others, your only way 15 to let them 
weary themſelves, with their owne oblatrations; * 
while you, as the clecre moone in a ſpheareabove 
them, neither alter the conſtancy of yourcourſe 
in learned ſtudies, nor abate ovght of the ſplen- +» 
dor of your manners, in a renewed,that isa ſanRi- * 
hed life and converſation. 

Y ou know rev izgs&, the mind is the man of 
the man ; how much more of a Chriſtian, who 
ſhould farre exceed all other men, having relati- 
ON tO a Saviour, that is God as well as man? 

By our bodies wee live beaſts, by our minds », 
men, bv rcnewed minds Chriſtians, by perfefted © 
minds Saints, The minds improvement is the 
maine, which God, Chriſt, and Religion intend 
in us; and ſhall wee bee incurious ? «t anman 
ſerves nonne exper gr/ces us £ an 
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All other things in the world , God ſo little 
conſiders, that hee will one day deſtroy them, bur 
hee will make up his Jewels. There is nothing 
God eſtcemes but man, nor in man but the 
mide,” nor the minde till renewed to holt- 
neſle. oy 
- The Lord delights not in any mans legs, no 


nor in any mans ſtrength, beauty,baire or outſide, 


which are the leaven which puffes up vaine and 
{mall minds ; no, nor inthy wit, learning, acute- 
neſſe, eloquence, &c, but hee looks at the orna- 
ments of a renewed, a holy and humble minde ; 
this hee requires as a gift worthy of his prizing 
and acceptance, S. Ambroſe adviſeth, quod babes 
pretioſifSrmum, mentem Deo deputes, The Satyriſt 
divinely, Dem ſuperis jus fasque anmt ſantiosque 
rece(ſm 

& incotum generoſo peFws hone to, 

Hac cedo, Ofc, 

It matters not how meane thy drop or mite bee 
which thou offereſt to God, provided thou pre- 
ſent it with an honeſt, upright and generous mind, 
whoſe moſt ſecret and reryred morions are all- 
wayes digeſted to ſo holy and juſt a temper, as 
becomes God the Receiver. 

The renewed mind is no other but Bethel, the 
hovſe and temple wherein God will dwell , even 
the high 2nd holy One that inhabits eternity. 
S., Chryſo ome hence inferres, ;7r4p W Hrs meryuhs, 
what wee doe to our decayed houſes, doe wee to 
our minds : Ve#ium & domorum ſordes erwheſct. 
mus, & animoum patiemur # Our minds muſt bee 
firred 


) 
= 
c 
d 


fitted to entertaine Chriſt and his holy Spirit ; 
which pure Dove will not dwell with ſordid, de- 
formed, and unrenewed minds. nd ws wonpy 5 x2 Sun 


ps T: edw » wy Shwnrss ſayes Plato, And S. Paul, 2 (87.6.14, 


What fellowſhip hath ligh: with darkneſſe# Confi- 
der, the maine comfort of a Chriſtians life is 
the commerce with pure Minds, Spirits, and In- 
telligences, as God,the Angels,and Saints, 

And zot only have wee to doe with good (pirits, 
but alſo with evil, which wee call devils, which are 
impure and diſcontented minds , whoſe endea- 
vour is to continue our minds and ſpirits per- 
verſe, blind, and depraved: It being their envy, 


that mankind, which is of an inferiour make 10 


them, ſhould have meanes of renewing, which 
are denyed them, 

As Godand Chrifts Xingdome is chiefly that — 
in the ſpirits and minds of men,which hee ſecret- 
ly,but moſt ſwcerly and effeually, governes in 
thoſe thar are his ; ſo the Devills chiefe —_— 
tion and tyranny is there ; ſecret and unſeen, but * 
moſt violently ruling in the minds of the chil-+ 
dren of diſobedience, Epbeſ. 2, 2. ſeeking by in- 
finite ſtratagems and merhods to corrupt the beſt 
and ableſt minds to the ſame deſperate ſtate, to 
which hee is irrecoverably falne. Therefore wee . 
pray that Gods Spirit would be with our ſpirits; 
for there is no ſuch judgement and miſery, as to 
bee left ro a mars owne minde, to bee led by 
his owne ſpirit , which will certainly mi{-lead 


Men com monly pretend tO megnanimity, tO 
S 2 gene- 
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generous minds and great ſpirits. O conſider it is 
not a great ſpirit, inthe worlds ſer.ſe, bur a good 
one God eftcemes, The meck , m_ and quiet 
ſpirit is greateſt in Gods account, and next to his 
advancing. That mind is truly great, which is 
more impatient of a fin in it felfe, rhan of an in- 
jury from another; and takes the ſevereſt revenge 
of it ſelte. 

There is a greatzeſſe the world applaud<,which 

— infinitcly leflens a Chriſtian mind : Dum magni. 
ludinem animi peccandi licentia mettuntar, while 
— men meaſure the greatreſfle of their minds, by 
_ theirboldnefſe anddaring to fin. Such minds, as 
Comets (whichare portenta ire Der) the higher 
and greaterthey are, the more malignant influ- 
ence they diffuſe on the inferiour world , by the 
contagion of their example. 

Wee eſtceme breeding, learning, and civility, 
whereby the naturall rudenefle of a mans mind 
and manners is pared off, and hee becomes tild 
and poliſhed for the beſt ſociety : Certainly 
thoſe are the beſt bred and moſt adorned minds; 

. Who know to pay due reſpe&s, not to men ſo 


- muchas, totheir owne ſoules, and above all to - 


) God,to whom wee owe the greateſt obligations; 
* wherein to be wanting is extreme rudeneſſe, and 
not ſo much incivility , as brutiſhnefſe ; for no- 
thing is more humane than piety. 
5ts. Incipiat erg0 tandem alrqua tut dignatio efe a- 
pua tie: mentem ſuſpice : O begin at length to re- 
verence thy ſefe , to reſpe thy mind above all 
thipgs under heaven. 
Wee 


- 
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Wee are prone to admire _ buildings, ele- 

p gant pictures, elaborate piecesof art and humane 
invention ; In theſe wee magnifie the $k1ll and 
iogenuiry of the worker ; and here our low and 
narrow thoughts are ſtopt and bounded. O riſe * 
higher ; goe beyond all theſe, ro the Maker of -- 
theſe makers, that 3d wars Hwgyts,: God, Confi- 
der th ſe unparallel'd pieces of heaven, of carth; * 
of the ea, the Sun, &c. above all, ehy ſelfe ; in 
the eihy ſovle in thy ſoule thy mind ; which is 
igyer #2709 3 Caput oper ; Gods Maſter-piccez in 
reſpe tof which all creatures are inconſiderable 
to ( od and the renewed mand. 

In otker things wee ſeek to content our ſexſes 
ard appetites, w-th the be## objetts they are capa- 
ble of : curious piAwes for the eye z raviſhing 
muſick for the care ; exquiſite taſts for the -pa- 
lace ;tragranr ſents for the ſmell. And ſhall our 
mirds only bee found to faſten upon fmall, vile, 
and inferiour objeRs, below their originall and 
capacity, which our very Outward forme and ſta- 
ture pointeth unto ? ad majors #ati, immo re- 
natt. 

Antmus ext ollens omnia 1anquam minera: tranſit, Sen. 
atis cognatus, omni mundo of 410 par, tpſe [acer (f 
divinuw : The moſt if nor all things in this wor'd 
are impertinentto the mind, and farre infc riour 
to it ; andoane day, as He brings in Pompey's ſoule 
(ridetque ſus ludjbria trunct,) wee ſhall wonder 
with diſdaine to thinke how much our minds 
ſtooped to our bodies, and undervalued them= 


ſelves. 
S.2 Not 
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Not but that a renewed mind may conſider of 
all rbings below it, as well as the divine mind 
did when hee firſt made them, and ſtill preſerves 
them, bur yerat a diſtance and in ſubordinati- 
on; let none be in chiete, or Rivall to God and 
thy Saviour, orthy ſoule, T he more the mind tru- 
ly knowes theſe {ublunary things, the lefle it will 
ſeck or prize them. 

Magnus animw, ut ſolis radit terram contixgunt, 
at interim non amittunt nec ſordes contrabunt : The 
Renewed mind, as the Sun,may lock at all rhings 
below, but nor to be affeted much with them, 
lefle infeted by them : As Solomon did , whoſe 
wiſedome remained with him, ſutl;mriratem ſuam 
ſervans, ſtill keeping its diſtance, from them 
thinking none adzquate or fit company for it 
ſelfe, but God, good Angells, and good men,who 
are Or have minds eternall as it ſelf 

Sacer & nobilis animus, natur £ ſue memor, nthil 
ſerpſo minu amare pote#t : a renewed, #.e. a holy, 

and truly ennobled mind ſhould much forget it 
felfe, if it ſhould love any thing that is lefle than 
it ſelfe. 

O! It were wiſedome to begin this work of renew- 
mg betimes. T hey live longeſt and beſt whoſe 
minds are Ten ſooneſt. Fits perit quantum 
peccatis vrummw , ſo much life is loſt as is ſpent 
before, becauſe it is miſ-ſpent : while the mind 
neither knowes nor enjoyes its ſelfe, nor its 
Creator,nor its end and happineſſe, but lives in a 
dubious, vaine, unquiet, diforderly Way. 

_ Iris miſerable ro think how mucho a 
an 
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and precious time is raveled out in the vanity of . 


our minds, about things that will not profit us 


io the end, before wee confider to what end God , 
hath ſent us into this world; before wee reſolve 1 
to breake off our ſins by repentance , which is , 


wnirue, the change and renewing of the minde. 


Obrepit xon intelletts ſenefius : gray haires are here 7 ». 


and there and wee conſider it nor. 

S.Chryſo tomes advice is good * RgTNS 3 Ad a0; 
Tu Jul ; «rang rows auth 75 wwrarue : baſt thou fin- 
ned? thou haſt waſted and impaired thy ſoule: 
O make ſpeed with teares and repentance to 
renew it : As David prayes, Pſal. 51. Create, 
O Lord, a new heart and renew 4 Tight ſpirit with. 
1 mee, 

Delayes are dangerous, where the opportunity 
is ſhort,and the omifhion irreparable. How many 
young men are cut off intheir proffers and eſſayes 
to amend their minds and manners > How man 
revewed yeares, and dayes, and mercies ſhall 
upbraid our unrenewed hearts, and minds, and 
lives ? 


The want of this makesthe thoughts of 01d age - 


and death full of birterneſſe and terrour ; while 
menare conſcious to ſuch minds ſtill in them, as 
are inno ſort fitred for the ſociety ofpure ſpirits, 
Saints and Angels, much leſle for the preſence of 
God and Chriſt in heaven. 


wee ſhould doe well to conſider, that the fins of < 


our bodies and ſevſes, ſuch as are luſt , voluptu- 
ouſneſſc,intemperance,ſenſuality,&e.will wither 
with time, and decay in us of themſelves, _ 
the 


%. 
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the dayes come in which wee ſhall have no plea- 
ſure. But thoſe ſinfull habits, that fpirituall 
wickedneſle which vitiates and corrupts the mind, 
except by grace they bee put off in this life, will 
continue to infet and opprefie our ſonles toeter- 
nity : Such as are pride and unbeliete, propha- 
neſſe, impenitency, bardneſle, want of love and 
feare of God, delight in fir, deſpiling of good- 
ncfle, and the like theſe follow and cncreale up- 
on the ſoule, to age, to death, and after death to 
bell, where is no poſſibility of renewing. 
This YVe#t# anime (as Tertullian calf tt, ) our 
body, the clothing of our ſoules , is daily vete« 
raſcent and mouldring away ; notwithſtanding 
all the art wee uſe to patch up our obſolete faces 
and withered carkaſles. O lerour minds, that in- 
ward man, as the Eagl2, be renewed daily : No- 
thing will more diſarme death, and wel-come old 
age, than when the mind is ſuch , that the leſle 
pleaſure the ſenſes have, the more it doth wacare 
{41 & Deo, enjoy God and it ſelfe. The more - 
f1rme the body, the more lively the mind growes, 
as looking at its liberty and enlargement, which 
nO:y approacheth : when it ſhall it of theſe 
expxa/Sers Srouer, Chaines of mortall and finfull fleſh, 
which have a long time detained and depreſſed 
it, below its ſphere; and as a mighty Eagle got 
out of irs cage or coop, it ſhall inſtantly ſurpaſſe 
the clouds, ſoare up to heaven, and make irs neſt 
in the Sun of Righteouſncſle, 
I will adde no more to pcrſvade you to this 
Cuty, but what the Apoſilc in his pathericall =. 
cc 


preached at Oxford. 
face tothis doth : I beſeech you, Brethren, by the 


mercies of God , that you bee not conformed to this Rom.11.5 


world, but bee yee transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, 

Salas ipſa ſupplicat ut ſalvi eſſe veltmus : Salva» 
tion and our Serious entreat us to be ſaved by 
being renewed. ©uanta pietas, que quod poturt im- 
perare exorare mallet | how great condiſcendi 
is it for the Spirit of God to entreat that hich 
he might command ! 

Generoſi antmi facilius ducuntur quim trahux. 
tur, Let us give teſtimony of ennobled and ge- 
nerous minds,that are cafier melted by entreaties, 
than urged by commands. 

It muſt needs condemne us of 9b#/t rnate ſpirits, 
of baſe, ungratefull minds, if wee refuſe, when 
conjured by thoſe many rich),free, full,preventing 
and eternall mercies of God. They that refuſe to 
heare and obey when mercy charmes and entreats, 
what voyce can they expeR, bur that of Juſtice, 
threatning and revenging ? 


But O thou fir #, great, and eternal Mrud, the 
Father of our ſpirits and ſoules, enable us to doe what 
thou require tt of us, Thou that beit ſeeit our de- 
cayes renew right ſpirits in us ;, and by thyword and 
Spirit work our minds to a conformity with thy mot 
bely, pure, and perfe# Mind, Raiſe up theſe druime 
and immortall ſoules , which thou ha#t made capable 
of thy ſelſe, above the vanity and para of the 
things of this world, and ſettle them on thy 
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thoſe great things which thou hat offered us in Teſus 
Christ, | 

As our bodies daily decay, (0 let our minds bee re. 
newed daily ; that inſtead of darkned, proud, vaine, 
worldly, carnal, depraved and corrupted minds, wee 
may have enlightened, bumble , ſertous, beaventy, 
pure, holy and ſound minds ; That may know thee, 
and love thee, and delight in thee, and bee united un- 
to thee by faith here, and filled with thee by fruition 
hereafter, of thine owne immenſity and perfetion, iu 
that happy viſion of Eternity. 

Amen, 


EF INIS. 
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The errors of the Preſſe, in words or points, (as ſome 


nodoubt there are) I muſt leaveuncorreRted, to try the 
candor and diſcretion of the Reader. 


IX 4v6d3dev00e00p004900493 0000 


